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PROVIDENCE, Feb. 24, 1838.
TO WM. S. BALCH,

SIR¢ The undersigned, in behalf of the Young People's Institute, hasten to present to you the
following Resolutions together with their personal thanks, for the Lectures you have delivered
before them, on the Philosophy of Language. The uncommon degree ofshtpleasure and profit,

with which you have been listened to, is conclusive evidence, that whoever possesses taste and
talents to comprehend and appreciate the philosophy of language, which you have so successfully
cultivated, cannot fail to attain a peerful influence over the minds of his audience. The Committee
respectfully request you to favor them with a copy of your Lectures for the Press.

Very respectfully, Your most obedient servants, C. T. JAMES, E. F. MILLER, H. L. WEBSTER.

Resolved That we have been highly entertained and greatly instructed by the Lectures of our
President, on the subject of Language; that we consider the principles he has advocated, immutably
true, exceedingly important, and capable of an easy adoptidherstudy of that important branch

of human knowledge.

Resolved That we have long regretted the want of a system to explain the grammar of our
vernacular tongue, on plain, rational, and consistent principles, in accordance with philosophy and
truth, andin a way to be understood and practised by children and adults.

Resolved That in our opinion, the manifold attempts which have been made, though doubtless
undertaken with the purest intentions, to simplify and make easy existing systems, have failed
entirely of their object, and tended only to perplex, rather than enlighten learners.



Resolved That in our belief, the publication of these Lectures would meet the wants of the
community, and throw a flood of light upon this hitherto dark, and intricate, gatlexceedingly
interesting department of a common education, and thus prove of immense service to the present
and future generations.

ResolvedThat Messrs. Charles T. James, Edward F. Miller, and Henry L. Webster, be a Committee to
wait on Rev. Williang. Balch, and request the publication of his very interesting Course of Lectures
before this Institute.

PROVIDENCE, Feb. 25, 1838.
MESSRS. C. T. JAMES, E. F. MILLER, AND H. L. WEBSTER:

GENTLEME& Your letter, together with the Resolons accompanying it, was duly and gratefully
received. It gives me no ordinary degree of pleasure to know that so deep an interest has been, and
still is, felt by the members of our Institute, as well as the public generally, on this important subject;
for it is one which concerns the happiness and welfare of our whole community; but especially the
rising generation.

The only recommendation of these Lectures is the subject of which they treat. They were written in
the space of a few weeks, and in the miadtan accumulation of engagements which almost
forbade the attempt. But presuming you will make all due allowances for whatever errors you may
discover in the style of composition, and regard thattermore than themanner | consent to their
publication hoping they will be of some service in the great cause of human improvement.

I am, gentlemen, Very respectfully yours, WM. S. BALCH.



PREFACE

There is no subject so deeply interesting and important to rational beings as the knowdédge
language, or one which presents a more direct and powerful claim upon all classes in the
community; for there is no other so closely interwoven with all the affairs of human life, social,
moral, political and religious. It forms a basis on which dependast portion of the happiness of
mankind, and deserves the first attention of every philanthropist.

Great difficulty has been experienced in the common method of explaining language, and grammar
has long been considered a dry, uninteresting, and tedgtusgly, by nearly all the teachers and
scholars in the land. But it is to be presumed that the fault in this case, if there is any, is to be sought
for in the manner of teaching, rather than in the science itself; for it would be unreasonable to
suppose tlat a subject which occupies the earliest attention of the parent, which is acquired at great
expense of money, time, and thought, and is employed from the cradle to the grave, in all our
waking hours, can possibly be dull or unimportant, if rightly expthin

Children have been required to learn verbal forms and changes, to look at the mere signs of ideas,
instead of the things represented by them. The consequence has been that the whole subject has
become uninteresting to all who do not possess a retentregbal memory. The philosophy of
language, the sublime principles on which it depends for its existence and use, have not been
sufficiently regarded to render it delightful and profitable.

The humble attempt here made is designed to open the way for gogstion of language on truly
philosophical principles, which, when correctly explained, are abundantly simple and extensively
useful. With what success this point has been labored the reader will determine.

The author claims not the honor of entire origlity. The principles here advanced have been
advocated, believed, and successfully practised. William S. Cardell, Esq., a bright star in the
firmament of American literature, reduced these principles to a system, which was taught with
triumphant success o Daniel H. Barnes, formerly of the N&terk High School, one of the most
distinguished teachers who ever officiated in that high and responsible capacity in our country. Both
of these gentlemen, so eminently calculated to elevate the standard of educatere summoned

from the career of the most active usefulness, from the scenes they had labored to brighten and
beautify by the aid of their transcendant intellects, to unseen realities in the world of spirits; where
mind communes with mind, and soul mieglwith soul, disenthraled from error, and embosomed in

the light and love of the Great Parent Intellect.

The author does not pretend to give a system of exposition in this work suited to the capacities of
small children. It is designed for advanced scimland is introductory to a system of grammar
which he has in preparation, which it is humbly hoped will be of some service in rendering easy and
correct the study of our vernacular language. But this book, it is thought, may be successfully
employed in be instruction of the higher classes in our schools, and will be found an efficient aid to
teachers in inculcating the sublime principles of which it treats.

These Lectures, as now presented to the public, it is believed, will be found to contain some
important information by which all may profit. The reader will bear in mind that they were written
for, and delivered before a popular audience, and published with very little time for modification.
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PREFACE

This will be a sufficient apology for the mistakes which wegur, and for whatever may have the
appearance of severity, irony, or pleasantry, in the composition.

On the subject of Contractions much more might be said. But verbal criticisms are rather
uninteresting to a common audience; and hence the consideratiothat matter was made more
brief than was at first intended. It will however be resumed and carried out at length in another
work. The hints given will enable the student to form a tolerable correct opinion of the use of most
of those words and phrasesyhich have long been passed over with little knowledge of their
meaning or importance.

The author is aware that the principles he has advocated are new and opposed to established
systems and the common method of inculcation. But the difficulties acknowtbédg all hands to

exist, is a sufficient justification of this humble attempt. He will not be condemned for his good
intentions. All he asks is a patient and candid examination, a frank and honest approval of what is
true, and as honest a rejection of wha false. But he hopes the reader will avoid a rash and
precipitate conclusion, either for or against, lest he is compelled to do as the author himself once
did, approve what he had previously condemned.

With these remarks he enters the arena, and bares himself to recaweséntence of the public
voice

6| Page



CONTENTS

LECTUREGENERAL VIEW OF LANGUAGE

Study of Language long considered difficglits impotance.¢ Errors in teaching; Not understood
by Teachers; Attachment to old systems; Improvement preferable¢ The subject importantg Its
advantagesg Principles laid dowrg Orthography ¢ Etymology g Syntaxg Prosody.

LECTURE THE FUNAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF LANGUAGE

General principles of LanguageBusiness of Grammat.Children are Philosophers.Things, ideas,
and words. ¢ Actions. ¢ Qualities of things.c Words without ideas.¢ Grammatical terms
inappropriate.¢ Principles of Langage permanentc Errors in mental science. Facts admit of no
change ¢ Complex ideas; Ideas of qualitiesg An example¢ New ideasc Unknown wordscg Signs
without things signified¢ Fixed laws regulate matter and mind.

LECTURE WRITTEN AND SREN LANGUAGE

Principles never alterg They should be knowrg, Grammar a most important branch of science.
Spoken and written Languageldea of a thingg How expressed; An exampleg Picture writing.q
An anecdoteg Ideas expressed by actions.Principles of spoken and written LanguageApply
universally.¢ Two examplesg English language, Foreign wordsg Words in science; New words.
¢ How formed.

LECTURE I®N NOUNS

Nouns defined¢ Things¢ Qualities of matterg Mind. ¢ Spiritualbeings.¢ Qualities of mind¢ How
learned.¢ Imaginary thingsg Negation.c Names of actions; Proper nounsg Characteristic names.
¢ Proper nouns may become common.

LECTURE @WN NOUNS AND PRONOUNS

Nouns in respect to persons. Number. ¢ Singular.¢ Plural.¢ How formed.¢ Foreign pluralsg
Proper names admit of plurals.Gender.c No neuter.¢ In figurative language; Errors.¢ Position
or case.¢ Agents.¢ Objects.c Possessive case consideredA definitive word.¢ Pronouns.c One
kind. ¢ Orighally nounsg Specifically applied.

LECTURE \ON ADJECTIVES

Definition of adjectivesg General characterg Derivation. ¢ How understood.¢ Defining and
describing.¢ Meaning changes to suit the noug.Too numerousg Derived from nounsg Nouns
andverbs made from adjectives.Foreign adjectives; A general listg Difficult to be understoodg
An example.¢ Often superfluous.c Derived from verbsg Participles.¢ Some prepositionsg
Meaning unknowng With. ¢ In. ¢ Out. ¢ Of.

LECTURE VON ADECTIVES

Adjectives.c How formed.¢ The syllabldy. ¢ Formed from proper nouns; The apostrophe and
letter s. ¢ Derived from pronouns; Articles.c A comes froman. ¢ Indefinite. ¢ The ¢ Meaning ofa
and the ¢ Murray's exampleg That. ¢ What. ¢ "Pronoun adjectives.'t Mon, ma ¢ Degrees of
comparisong Secondary adjectives.Prepositions admit of comparison.

7|Page



CONTENTS

LECTURE VION VERBS

Unpleasant to expose errog.Verbs definedg Every thing acts; Actor and object¢ Laws.¢ Man. ¢
Animals.¢ Vegetables.c Minerals. ¢ Neutrality degradingg Nobody can explain a neuter verg.
Onekind of verbsg Youmust decide¢ Importance of teaching children the trutly. Active verbscg
Transitive verbs false. Samplesc Neuter verbs examined, Sit.¢ Skep.¢ Stand.g Lie.¢ Opinion of
Mrs. W.¢ Anecdote.

LECTURE IQN VERBS

Neuter and intransitive¢ Agents.¢ Objects.¢ No actions as such can be known distinct from the
agent. ¢ Imaginary actions¢ Actions known by their effectg, Examplesc Signsshould guide to
things signifiedg Principles of actiong POWER; Animals ¢ Vegetablesg Minerals.¢ All things act.

¢ Magnetic needlec CAUSEc Explained¢ First Cause¢ MEANSC lllustrated. ¢ Sir I. Newton's
example ¢ These principles must danown.¢ RELATIVa&ction.¢ Anecdote of Gallileo.

LECTURE &N VERBS

A philosophical axiomg Manner of expressing actio, Things taken for granted; Simple facts
must be knowng Must never deviate from the truth; Everycausewill have areffect ¢ An example
of an intransitive verbg Objects expressed or implied.All language elipticak; Intransitive verbs
examined.¢ | run.¢ | walk.¢ To step.¢ Birds fly. It rains.¢ The fire burns¢ The sun shineg; To
smile.¢ Eat and drink¢ Miscellaneous examplesg.Evils of false teaching.A change is demanded.
¢ These principles apply universaltyTheir importance.

LECTURE XN VERBS

The verbTO BE¢ Compoundd of different radical words; AM. ¢ Defined.¢ The name of Deityg
Ei. ¢ IS ¢ AREC WEREWAS ¢ BE ¢ A dialogueg Examplesc Passive Verbs examinegiCannot be
in the present tenseg The past participle is an adjective.

LECTURE XON VERBS

MOOD ¢ Indicative.¢ Imperative.¢ Infinitive. ¢ Former distinctions¢ Subjunctive moodcg TIME ¢
Past.c Present¢ Future.¢ The future explained; How formed.¢ Mr. Murray's distinction of timeg
Imperfect. ¢ Pluperfect.¢ Second future¢ How many tenses; AUXILIARY VERBSVIll. ¢ Shall.¢
May. ¢ Must. ¢ Can.¢ Do.¢ Have.

LECTURE XION VERBS

Person and number in the agent, not in the actignSimilarity of agents, actions, and objects.
Verbs made from nouns; Irregular verbs.c Some examplesg Regular Verbsg Ed. ¢ Ing. ¢

Conjugation of verbsg To love.¢ To have.¢ To be.¢ The indicative mood varied; A whole
sentence may be agent or objectimperative mood¢ Infinitive mood.¢ Is always future.

8| Page



CONTENTS

LECTURE XI®N CONTRACMNG

A temporary expedientg Words not understood¢ All words must have a mearg. ¢ Their
formation. ¢ Changes of meaning and form.Should be observed; ADVERBS Ending inly. ¢
Examplesg Ago.¢ Astray.¢ Awake.¢ Asleep.c Then, wheng There, where, here¢ While, till. ¢
Whether, together.c Ever, never, whenever, etc.Oft. ¢ Hence.¢ Perhaps¢ Not. ¢ Or. ¢ Nor. ¢
Than.¢ As.¢ So.¢ Conjunctions¢ Rule 18¢ If. ¢ But.¢ Tho.¢ Yet.

9| Page



LECTURE I: GENERAEW OF LANGUAGE

Study of Language long considered difficglits importance ¢ Errors in teaching; Not understood
by Teachers; Attachment to old systems; Improvement preferable¢ The subject importantc Its
advantagesg Principles laid dowrg Orthography ¢ Etymologyg Syntax ¢ Prosody.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

It is proposed to commence, this evening, a course of Lectures on the Grammar of the English
Language. | am aware of the difficulties attending this subject, occasioned not so much by any fault
in itsef, as by the thousand and one methods adopted to teach it, the multiplicity of books
pretending to "simplify" it, and the vast contrariety of opinion entertained by those who profess to
be its masters. By many it has been considered a needless affainrmtassary appendage to a
common education; by others, altogether beyond the reach of common capacities; and by all, cold,
lifeless, and uninteresting, full of doubts and perplexities, where the wisest have differed, and the
firmest often changed opinions.

All this difficulty originates, | apprehend, in the wrong view that is taken of the subject. The most
beautiful landscape may appear at great disadvantage, if viewed from an unfavorable position. |
would be slow to believe that the means on which depetidswhole business of the community,

the study of the sciences, all improvement upon the past, the history of all nations in all ages of the
world, social intercourse, oral or written, and, in a great measure, the knowledge of God, and the
hopes of immorttity, can be either unworthy of study, or, if rightly explained, uninteresting in the
acquisition. In fact, on the principles | am about to advocate, | have seen the deepest interest
manifested, from the small child to the gréseaded sire, from the mereavice to the statesman and
philosopher, and all alikeeemed to be edified and improved by the attention bestowed upon the
subject.

I confess, however, that with the mention gfammar, an association of ideas are called up by no
means agreeable. The mimavoluntarily reverts to the days of childhood, when we were compelled,

at the risk of our bodily safety, to commit to memory a set of arbitrary rules, which we could neither
understand nor apply in the correct use of language. Formerly it was never ddemaegrammar
depended on any higher authority than the books put into our hands. And learners were not only
dissuaded, but strictly forbidden to go beyond the limits set them in the etymological and syntactical
rules of the authors to whom they were refed. If a query ever arose in their minds, and they
modestly proposed a plain question as to thhby and whereforethings were thus, instead of giving

an answer according to common sense, in a way to be understood, the authorities were pondered
over, till some rule or remark could be found which would apply, and this settled the matter with
"proof as strong as holy writ." In this way an end may be put to the inquiry; but the thinking mind
will hardly be satisfied with the mere opinion of another, who hasewidence to afford, save the
undisputed dignity of his station, or the authority of books. This course is easily accounted for.
Rather than expose his own ignorance, the teacher quotes the printed ignorance of others, thinking,
no doubt, that folly and ansense will appear better secottinded, than fresh from his own
responsibility. Or else on the more common score, that "misery loves company."
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LECTURE |. GENEREMMOF LANGUAGE

Teachers have not unfrequently found themselves placed in an unenviable position by the honest
inquiries of sorme thinking urchin, who has demanded whgn& noun governsnother in the
possessive case," as "master's slave;" why there are more tenseghtes what is meant by a
neuterverb, which "signifies neither action nor passion;" or an "intransitive verijthvexpresses

the highest possible action, but terminates on no object; a cause without an effectthvalbyis
sometimes a pronoun, sometimes an adjective, and not unfrequently a conjunction, &c. &c. They
may have succeeded, by dint of official authoritysilencing such inquiries, but they have failed to
give a satisfactory answer to the questions proposed.

Long received opinions may, in some cases, become law, pleading no other reason than antiquity.
But this is an age of investigation, which demartts inost lucid and unequivocal proof of the point
assumed. The dogmatism of the schoolmen will no longer satisfy. The dark ages of mental servility
are passing away. The day light of science has long since dawned upon the world, and the noon day
of truth, reason, and virtue, will ere long be established on a firm and immutable basis. The human
mind, left free to investigate, will gradually advance onward in the course of knowledge and
goodness marked out by the Creator, till it attains to that perfectionciwhshall constitute its
highest glory, its truest bliss.

You will perceive, at once, that our inquiries thro out these lectures will not be bounded by what has
been said or written on the subject. We take a wider range. We adopt no sentiment because it is
ancient or popular. We refer to no authority but what proves itself to be correct. And we ask no one
to adopt our opinions any farther than they agree with the fixed laws of nature in the regulation of

matter and thought, and apply in common practice amomgn.

Have we not a right to expect, in return, that you will be equally honest to yourselves and the
subject before us? So far as the errors of existing systems shall be exposed, will you not reject them,
and adopt whatever appears conclusively true amadcgically useful? Will you, can you, be satisfied

to adopt for yourselves and teach to others, systems of grammar, for no other reason than because
they are old, and claim the support of the learned and honorable?

Such a course, generally adopted, wouldegthe everlasting quietus to all improvement. It would

be a practical adoption of the philosophy of the Dutchman, who was content to carry his grist in one
end of the sack and a stone to balance it in the other, assigning for a reason, that his htatbezd

had always done so before him. Who would be content to adopt the astrology of the ancients, in
preferance to astronomy as now taught, because the latter is more modern? Who would spend
three years in transcribing a copy of the Bible, when a betterdt be obtained for one dollar,
because manuscripts were thus procured in former times? What lady would prefer to take her cards,
wheel, and loom, and spend a month or two in manufacturing for herself a dress, when a better
could be earned in half the tie; merely because her respected grandmother did so before her?
Who would go back a thousand years to find a model for society, rejecting all improvements in the
arts and sciences, because they are innovations, encroachments upon the opinions and podctices
learned and honorable men?

I can not believe there is a person in this respected audience whose mind is in such voluntary slavery
as to induce the adoption of such a course. | see before me minds which sparkle in every look, and
thoughts which are evedictive, to acquire what is true, and adopt what is useful. And | flatter myself
that the time spent in the investigation of the science of language will not be unpleasant or
unprofitable.
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LECTURE |. GENEREMMOF LANGUAGE

| feel the greater confidence from the consideration that your miags yetuntrammeled; not but

what many, probably most of you, have already studied the popular systems of grammar, and
understood them; if such a thing is possible; but because you have shown a disposition to learn, by
becoming members of this Institutthe object of which is the improvement of its members.

Let us therefore make an humble attempt, with all due candor and discretion, to enter upon the

inquiry before us with an unflinching determination to push our investigations beyond all reasonable
doubt, and never rest satisfied till we have conquered all conquerable obstacles, and come into the
possession of the light and liberty of truth.

The attempt here made will not be considered unimportant, by those who have known the
difficulties attending the stdy of language. If any course can be marked out to shorten the time
tediously spent in the acquisition of what is rarely attained thoro knowledge of language a

great benefit will result to the community; children will save months and years to erigaggher

useful attainments, and the high aspirations of the mind for truth and knowledge will not be curbed
in its first efforts to improve by a set of technical and arbitrary rules. They will acquire a habit of
thinking, of deep reflection; and never apt, for fact, what appears unreasonable or inconsistent,
merely because great or good men have said it is so. They will feel an independence of their own,
and adopt a course of investigation which cannot fail of the most important consequences. It is not
the saving of time, however, for which we propose a change in the system of teaching language. In
this respect, it is the study of one's life. New facts are constantly developing themselves, new
combinations of ideas and words are discovered, and new lesyresented at every advancing
step. It is to acquire a knowledge of correct principles, to induce a habit of correct thinking, a
freedom of investigation, and at that age when the character and language of life are forming. It is,
in short, to exhibit lkefore you truth of the greatest practical importance, not only to you, but to
generations yet unborn, in the most essential affairs of human life, that | have broached the hated
subject of grammar, and undertaken to reflect light upon this hitherto darll disagreeable
subject.

With a brief sketch of the outlines of language, as based on the fixed laws of nature, and the
agreement of those who employ it, | shall conclude the present lecture.

We shall consider all language as governed by the invariableofamegure, and as depending on the
conventional regulations of men.

Words are the signs of ideas. ldeas are the impressions of things. Hence, in all our attempts to
investigate the important principles of language, we shall employ the sign as the mezomsiof) at
the thing signified.

Language has usually been considered under four divisions, viz.: Orthography, Etymology, Syntax,
and Prosody.

Orthography igight spelling the combination of certain letters into words in such a manner as to
agree with thespoken words used to denote an idea. We shall not labor this point, altho we
conceive a great improvement might be effected in this department of learning. My only wish is to
select from all the forms of spelling, the most simple and consistent. Conslemiges are taking

place in the method of making words, and we would not refuse to cast in our mite to make the
standard more correct and easy. We would prune off by degrees all unnecessary appendages, as
unsounded or italic letters, and write out words &8s to be capable of a distinct pronunciation. But
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LECTURE |. GENEREMMOF LANGUAGE

this change must bgradually effected. From the spelling adopted two centuries ago, a wonderful
improvement has taken place. And we have not yet gone beyond the possibility of improvement. Let
us not be too sensitive on this point, nor too tenacious of old forms. Most of our dictemdiffer in

many respects in regard to the true system of orthography, and our true course is to adopt every
improvement which is offered. Thro out this work we shall spell some words different from what is
customary, but intend not, thereby, to incuhe ignominy of bad spellers. Let small improvements
be adopted, and our language may soon be redeemed from the difficulties which have perplexed
beginners in their first attempts to convey ideas by written words.[1]

In that department of language denomiret Etymology, we shall contend that all words are
reducible to two general classes, nouns and verbsthimgsand actions We shall, however, admit

of subdivisions, and treat of pronouns, adjectives, and contractions. We shall contend for only two
casesof nouns, one kind of pronouns, one kind of verbs, that all are active; three modes, and as
many tenses; that articles, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections, have no distinctive
character, no existence, in fact, to warrant a "local hamtmor a name."

In the composition of sentences, a few general rules of Syntax may be given; but the principal object
to be obtained, is the possession of correct ideas derived from a knowledge of things, and the most
approved words to express them; therabination of words in a sentence will readily enough follow.

Prosody relates to the quantity of syllables, rules of accent and pronunciation, and the arrangement
of syllables and words so as to produce harmony. It applies specially to versification. dkgeat is

not to make poets, who, it is said, "are born, and not made," but to teach the true principles of
language, we shall give no attention to this finishing stroke of composition.

In our next we shall lay before you the principles upon which mgjuage depends, and the process
by which its use is to be acquired.
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LECTURE II: FUNDAMEAL PRINCIPLES ONGAJAGE

Generalprinciples of Language.Business of Grammag.Children are Philosophers.Things, ideas,
and words. ¢ Actions. ¢ Qualities of things.c Words without ideas.¢ Grammatical terms
inappropriate.¢ Principles of Language permanegtErrors in mental sciare. ¢ Facts admit of no
change ¢ Complex ideas; Ideas of qualitiesg An exampleg New ideasg Unknown wordsc Signs
without things signifiedg Fixed laws regulate matter and mind.

All language depends on two general principles.
First. The fixed and unvarying laws of nature which regulate matter and mind.
SecondThe agreement of those who use it.

In accordance with these principles all language must be explained. It is not only needless but
impossible for us to deviate from them. Thegmain the same in all ages and in all countries. It
should be the object of the grammarian, and of all who employ language in the expression of ideas,
to become intimately acquainted with their use.

It is the business of grammar to explain, not only véilbaguage, but also the sublime principles
upon which all written or spoken language depends. It forms an important part of physical and
mental science, which, correctly explained, is abundantly simple and extensively useful in its
application to the affas of human life and the promotion of human enjoyment.

It will not be contended that we are assuming a position beyond the capacities of learners, that the
course here adopted is too philosophic. Such is not the fact. Children are philosophers by Akture.
their ideas are derived from things as presented to their observations. No mother learns her child to
lisp the name of a thing which has no being, but she chooses objects with which it is most familiar,
and which are most constantly before it; suchfaher, mother, brother, sister.

She constantly points to the object named, that a distinct impression may be made upon its mind,
and the thing signified, the idea of the thing, and the name which represents it, are all inseparably
associated together. the father is absent, the child maiink of him from the idea or impression
which his person and affection has produced in the mind. If the mother pronouncesimiswith

which it has become familiar, the child will start, look about for the objecthorgt signified by the
name father, and not being able to discover him, will settle down contented withidiea of him
deeply impressed on the mind, and as distinctly understood as if the father was present in person.
So with every thing else.

Again, afte the child has become familiar with the name of the being called father; the name, idea
and object itself being intimately associated the mother will next begin to teach it another lesson;
following most undeviatingly the course which nature and true qduphy mark out. The father
comes and goes, is present or absent. She says on his return, &atimer and the little one looks
round to see the thing signified by the word father, the idea of which is distinctly impressed on the
mind, and which it now seepresent before it. But this loved object has not always been here. It had
looked round and called for the father. But the mother had toldetwas goneFather gone, father
come, is her language, and here the child begins to learn ideas of actiortss @fhtad, at first, no
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LECTURE Il. FUNDAMEN PRINCIPLES ORGBAGE

notion whatever, and never thought of the father except when his person was present before it, for
no impressions had been distinctly made upon the mind which could be called up by a sound of
which it could have no conceptions wieaer. Now that it has advanced so far, the idea of the father

is retained, even tho he is himself absent, and the child begins to associate the notion of coming and
going with his presence or absence. Following out this course the mind becomes acquathted w
things and actions, or the changes which things undergo.

Next, the mother begins to learn her offspring the distinction and qualities of things. When the little
sister comes to it in innocent playfulness the mother sagsotsister,” and with the dexiptive

word goodit soon begins to associate the quality expressed by the affectionate regard, of its sister.
But when that sister strikes the child, or pesters it in any way, the mother sayghtysister," "bad
sister." It soon comprehends the degative words,goodand bad, and along with them carries the
association of ideas which such conduct produces. In the same way it learns to distinguish the
difference betweergreatandsmall coldandhot, hard and soft.

In this manner the child becomes a@joted with the use of language. It first becomes acquainted
with things, the idea of which is left upon the mind, or, more properly,ithpression of whichleft

on the mind,constitutes the ideaand a vocabulary of words are learned, which represerséh
ideas, from which it may select those best calculated to express its meaning whenever a
conversation is had with another.

You will readily perceive the correctness of our first proposition, that all language depends on the
fixed and unerring laws of mare. Things exist. A knowledge of them produces ideas in the mind,
and sounds or signs are adopted as vehicles to convey these ideas from one to another.

It would be absurd and ridiculous to suppose that any person, however great, or learned, or wise,
coud employ language correctly without a knowledge of the things expressed by that language. No
matter how chaste his words, how lofty his phrases, how sweet the intonations, or mellow the
accents. It would avail him nothing ifleas were not represented theeby. It would all be an
unknown tongue to the hearer or reader. It would not be like the loud rolling thunder, for that tells
the wondrous power of God. It would not be like the soft zephyrs of evening, the radiance of the
sun, the twinkling of the stardpr they speak the intelligible language of sublimity itself, and tell of
the kindness and protection of our Father who is in heaven. It would not be like the sweet notes of
the choral songsters of the grove, for they warble hymns of gratitude to Godijkeothe boding of

the distant owl, for that tells the profound solemnity of night; not like the hungry lion roaring for his
prey, for that tells of death and plunder; not like the distant notes of the clarion, for that tells of
blood and carnage, of tearand anguish, of widowhood and orphanage. It can be compared to
nothing but a Babel of confusion in which their own folly is worse confounded. And yet, | am sorry to
say it, the languages of all ages and nations have been too frequently perverted, aptiecbimto a
heterogeneous mass of abstruse, metaphysical volumes, whose only recommendation is the elegant
bindings in which they are enclosed.

And grammars themselves, whose pretended object is to teach the rules of speaking and writing
correctly, formbut a miserable exception to this sweeping remark. | defy any grammarian, author, or
teacher of the numberless systems, which come, like the frogs of Egypt, all of one genus, to cover
the land, to give a reasonable explanation of even the terms they entpldgfine their meaning, if
indeed, meaning they have. What is meant by emdefinite article," adis-junctive conjunction, an
ad-verb which qualifies aadjective and "sometimes anothead-verb?" Such "parts of speech" have
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no existence in fact, andheir adoption in rules of grammar, have been found exceedingly
mischievous and perplexing. "Adverbs and conjunctions," adgeérbialphrases,” and "conjunctive
expressions," may serve as common sewers for a large and most useful class of words, which the
teachers of grammar and lexicographers have been unable to explain; but learners will gain little
information by being told that such is auverbial phraseand such, @onjunctive expressiofhis is

an easy method, | confess, a sort of wholesale traiifi parsingassing language, and may serve to
cloak the ignorance of the teachers and makers of grammars. But it will reflect little light on the
principles of language, or prove very efficient helps to "speak or write with propriety." Those who
think, will demand themeaningof these words, and the reason of their use. When that is
ascertained, little difficulty will be found in giving them a place in the company of respectable words.
But | am digressing. More shall be said upon this point in a flégtare, and in its proper place.

| was endeavoring to establish the position that all language depends upon permanent principles;
that words are the signs of ideas, and ideas are the impressions of things communicated to the mind
thro the medium of somene of the five senses. | think | have succeeded so far as simple material
things are concerned, to the satisfaction of all who have heard me. It may, perhaps, be more difficult
for me to explain the words employed to express complex ideas, and thingsrateriality, such as

mind, and its attributes. But the rules previously adopted will, | apprehend, apply with equal ease
and correctness in this case; and we shall have cause to admire the simple yet sublime foundation
upon which the whole superstructuief language is based.

In pursuing this investigation | shall endeavor to avoid all abstruse and metaphysical reasoning,
present no wild conjectures, or vain hypotheses; but confine myself to plain, common place matter
of fact. We have reason to rejoice tha wonderful improvement in the science and cultivation of

the mind has taken place in these last days; that we are no longer puzzled with the strange
phantoms, the wild speculations which occupied the giant minds of a Descartes, a Malebranch, a
Locke, aReid, a Stewart, and hosts of others, whose shining talents would have qualified them for
the brightest ornaments of literature, real benefactors of mankind, had not their education lead
them into dark and metaphysical reasonings, a continued tissue oWtltest vagaries, in which

they became entangled, till, at length, they were entirely lost in the labyrinth of their own
conjectures.

The occasion of all their difficulty originated in an attempt to investigate the faculties of the mind
without any meansof getting at it. They did not content themselves with an adoption of the
principles which lay at the foundation of all true philosophy, viz., that the facts to be accounted for,
do exist that truth is eternal, and we are to become acquainted with it g ineans employed for

its development. They quitted the world of materiality they inhabited, refused to examine the
development of mind as the effect of an existing cause; and at one bold push, entered the world of
thought, and made the unhallowed attempi reason, a priori, concerning things which can only be
known by their manifestations. But they soon found themselves in a strange land, confused with
sights and sounds unknown, in thexplanation of which they, of course, choose terms as
unintelligible b their readers, as thaleal realitieswere to them. This course, adopted by Aristotle,
has been too closely followed by those who have come after him.[2] But a new era has dawned
upon the philosophy of the mind, and a corresponding change in the metfadcalcating the
principles of language must follow.[3]

In all our investigations we must take things as we find them, and account for them as far as we can.
It would be a thankless task to attempt a change of principles in any thing. That would be an
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enaoachment of the Creator's rights. It belongs to mortals to use the things they have as not
abusing them; and to Deity to regulate the laws by which those things are governed. And that man is
the wisest, the truest philosopher, and brightest Christian, \whquaints himself with those laws as
they do exist in the regulation of matter and mind, in the promotion of physical and moral
enjoyment, and endeavors to conform to them in all his thoughts and actions.

From this apparent digression you will at oncecdiger our object. We must not endeavor to change

the principles of language, but to understand and explain them; to ascertain, as far as possible, the
actions of the mind in obtaining ideas, and the use of language in expressing them. We may not be
able tomake our sentiments understood; but if they are not, the fault will originate in no obscurity

in the facts themselves, but in our inability either to understand them or the words employed in
their expression. Having been in the habit of using words witiee no meaning or a wrong one, it

may be difficult to comprehend the subject of which they treat. A man may have a quantity of
sulphur, charcoal, and nitre, but it is not until he learns their properties and combinations that he
can make gunpowder. Lesuhen adopt a careful and independent course of reasoning, resolved to
meddle with nothing we do not understand, and to use no words until we know their meaning.

A complex idea is a combination of several simple ones, as a tree is made up of roots,a trun
branches, twigs, and leaves. And these again may be divided into the wood, the bark, the sap, &c. Or
we may employ the botanical terms, and enumerate its external and internal parts and qualities; the
whole anatomy and physiology, as well as variety histbry of trees of that species, and show its
characteristic distinctions; for the mind receives a different impression on looking at a maple, a
birch, a poplar, a tamarisk, a sycamore, or hemlock. In this way complex ideas are formed, distinct in
their parts, but blended in a common whole; and, in conformity with the law regulating language,
words, sounds or signs, are employed to express the complex whole, or each distinctive part. The
same may be said of all things of like character. But this idelhillugtrate more at large before the

close of this lecture.

First impressions are produced by a view of material things, as we have already seen; and the notion
of action is obtained from a knowledge of the changes these things undergo. The idea tf ajuli
definition is produced by contrast and comparison. Children soon learn the difference between a
sweet apple and a sour one, a white rose and a red one, a hard seat and a soft one, harmonious
sounds and those that are discordant, a pleasant smell@elthat is disagreeable. As the mind
advances, the application is varied, and they speak of a sweet rose, changingg$teand sightto

smell, of a sweet song, of a hard apple;,. &ccording to the qualities thus learned, you may talk to
them intelligibly of thesweetnesef an apple, thecolor of a rose, thenardnessf iron, the harmony

of sounds, thesmellor scent of things which possess that quality. As these agree or disagte

their comfort, they will call thengoodor bad, and speak of the qualities of goodness and badness,

as if possessed by the thing itself.

In this apparently indiscriminate use of words, the ideas remain distinct; and each sign or object calls
them upseparately and associates them together, till, at length, in the single object is associated all
the ideas entertained of its size, qualities, relations, and affinities.

In this manner, after long, persevering toil, principles of thought are fixed, dodralation laid for
the whole course of future thinking and speaking. The ideas become less simple and distinct. Just as
fast as the mind advances in the knowledge of things, language keeps pace with the ideas, and even
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goes beyond them, so that in procee$ time a single term will not unfrequently represent a
complexity of ideas, one of which will signify a whole combination of things.

On the other hand, there are many instances where the single declaration of a fact may convey to
the untutored mind, a sigle thought or nearly so, when the better cultivated will take into the
account the whole process by which it is effected. To illustrateian killed a deerHere the boy

would see and imagine more than he is yet fully able to comprehend. He will saxbtimus fact

that the man levels his musket, the gun goes off with a loud report, and the deer falls and dies. How
this is all produced he does not understand, but knowing the fact he asserts the single theh

man killed the deer. As the child advasc he will learn that the sentence conveys to the mind more
than he at first perceived. He now understands how it was accomplished. The man had a gun. Then
he must go back to the gunsmith and see how it was made, thence back to the iron taken from its
bed, and wrought into bars; all the processes by which it is brought into the shape of a gun, the tools
and machinery employed; the wood for the stock, its quality and production; the size, form and color
of the lock, the principle upon which it moves; thinff] the effect produced by a collision with the
steel, or a percussion cap, and its composition; till he finds a single gun in the hands of a man. The
man is present with this gun. The motives which brought him here; the movements of his limbs,
regulatedby the determinations of the mind, and a thousand other such thoughts, might be taken
into the account. Then the deer, his size, form, color, manner of living, next may claim a passing
thought. But | need not enlarge. Here they both stand. The man hasegest the deer. As quick as
thought his eye passes over the ground, sees the prey is within proper distance, takes aim, pulls the
trigger, that loosens a spring, which forces the flint against the steel; this produces a spark, which
ignites the charcoal,ral the sulphur and nitre combined, explode and force the wad, which forces
the ball from the gun, and is borne thro the air till it reaches the deer, enters his body by displacing
the skin and flesh, deranges the animal functions, and death ensues. The ardw much more is
expressed in the single phrase, "a man killed a deer."

It would be needless for me to stop here, and examine all the operations of the mind in coming at
this state of knowledge. That is not the object of the present work. Such a digpdseto another
treatise, which may some day be undertaken, on logic and the science of the mind. The hint here
given will enable you to perceive how the mind expands, and how language keeps pace with every
advancing step, and, also, how combinations me&de from simple things, as a house is made of
timber, boards, shingles, nails, and paints; or of bricks, stone, and mortar; as the case may be, and
when completed, a single term may express the idea, and you speak of a wood, or a brick house.
Following ths suggestion, by tracing the operations of the mind in the young child, or your own, very
minutely, in the acquisition of any knowledge before wholly unknown to you, as a new language, or
a new science; botany, mineralogy, chemistry, or phrenology; ybueadily discover how the mind
receives new impressions of things, and a new vocabulary is adopted to express the ideas formed of
plants, minerals, chemical properties, and the development of the capacities of the mind as
depending on material organs; wothese things are changed and combined; and how their
existence and qualities, changes and combinations, are expressed by words, to be retained, or
conveyed to other minds.

But suppose you talk to a person wholly unacquainted with these things, will ierstand you?

Talk to him of stamens, pistils, calyxes; of monandria, diandria, triandria; of gypsum, talc, calcareous
spar, quartz, topaz, mica, garnet, pyrites, hornblende, augite, actynolite; of hexahedral, prismatic,
rhomboidal, dodecahedral; of acidsd alkalies; of oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen and carbon; of the
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configuration of the brain, and its relative powers; do all this, and what will he know of your
meaning? So of all science. Words are to be understood from the things they are employed to
represent. You may as well talk to a man in the hebrew, chinese, or choctaw languages, as in our
own, if he does not know what is signified by the words selected as the medium of thought.

Your language may be most pure, perfect, full of meaning, but you canake yourself understood
till your hearers can look thro your signs to the things signified. You may as well present before them
a picture ofnothing

The great fault in the popular system of education is easily accounted for, particularly in reference to
language. Children are taught to study signs without looking at the thing signified. In this way they
are mere copyists, and the mind can never expand so as to make them independent, original
thinkers. In fact, they can, in this way, never learn to reasefi or employ language correctly; no
more than a painter can be successful in his art, by merely looking at the pictures of others without
having ever seen the originals. A good artist is a close observer of nature. So children should be left
free to exanne and reflect, and the signs will then serve their proper g$ge means of acquiring

the knowledge of things. In vain you may give a scholar a knowledge of the Hebrew, Greek, or Latin,
learn him to translate with rapidity or speak our own languageritlye If he has not thereby learned

the knowledge of things signified by such language, he is, in principle, advanced no farther than the
parrot which says "pretty poll, pretty poll."

I am happy, however, in the consideration that a valuable change isgtaitace in this respect.
Geography is no longer taught on the old systems, but maps are given to represent more vividly land
and water, rivers, islands, and mountains. The study of arithmetic, chemistry, and nearly all the
sciences have been materially pnoved within a few years. Grammar alone remains in quiet
possession of its unquestioned authority. Its nine "parts of speech," its three genders, its three
cases, its half dozen kinds of pronouns, and as many moods and tenses, have rarely been disquieted.
A host of book makers have fondled around them, but few have dared molest them, finding them so
snugly ensconced under the sanctity of age, and the venerated opinions of learned and good men.
Of the numberless attempts to simplify grammar, what has bdenduccess? Wherein do modern
"simplifiers" differ from Murray? and he was onlg@mpilet They have all discovered his errors. But
who has corrected them? They have all deviated somewhat from his manner. But what is that but
saying, that with all his gnamatical knowledge, he could not explain his own meaning?

All the trouble originates in this; the rules of grammar have not been sought for where they are only
to be found, in the laws that govern matter and thought. Arbitrary rules have been adopted which
will never apply in practice, except in special cases, and the attempt to bind language down to them
is as absurd as to undertake to chain thought, or stop the waters of Niagara with a straw. Language
will go on, and keep pace with the mind, and grammiowd explain it so as to be correctly
understood.

I wish you to keep these principles distinctly in view all thro my remarks, that you may challenge
every position | assume till proved to be correctill you distinctly understand it and definite

impressons are made upon your minds. In this way you will discover a beauty and perfection in
language before unknown; its rules will be found few and simple, holding with most unyielding
tenacity to the sublime principles upon which they depend; and you wiie reason to admire the

works and adore the character of the great Parent Intellect, whose presence and protection pervade
all his works and regulate the laws of matter and mind. You will feel yourselves involuntarily filled
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with sentiments of gratitude fothe gift of mind, its affections, powers, and means of operation and
communication, and resolved more than ever to employ these faculties in human improvement and
the advancement of general happiness.
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Principles never alterg They should be knowrg, Grammar a most important branch of science.
Spoken and written Languageldea of a thingc How expressed; An exampleg Picture writing.q
An anecdote Ideas expressed by actions.Principles of spoken and written LanguageApply
universally.¢ Two examplesg English language, Foreign wordsg Words in science; New words.
¢ How formed.

We now come to take a nearer view of language as generally understood by grammar. But we shall
have no occasion to depart from the principles already advanced, for there is existing in practice
nothing which may not be accountedrfin theory; as there can be no effect without an efficient
cause to produce it.

We may, however, long remain ignorant of the true explanation of the principles involved; but the
fault is ours, and not in the things themselves. The earth moved with ash rgrendeur and
precision around its axis and in its orbit before the days of Gallileo Gallilei, when philosophers
believed it flat and stationary, as it has done since. So the great principles on which depends the
existence and use of all language are panent, and may be correctly employed by those who have
never examined them; but this does not prove that to be ignorant is better than to be wise. We may
have taken food all our days without knowing much of the process by which it is converted into
nourishment and incorporated into our bodies, without ever having heard of delutition
chymification, chylification, or even digestion, as a whole; but this is far from convincing me that the
knowledge of these things is unimportant, or that ignorance of themasthe cause of much
disease and suffering among mankind. And it is, or should be, the business of the physiologist to
explain these things, and show the great practical benefit resulting from a general knowledge of
them. So the grammarian should act asat of physiologist of language. He should analyze all its
parts and show how it is framed together to constitute a perfect whole.

Instead of exacting of you a blind submission to a set of technical expressions, and arbitrary rules, |
most urgently exhortyou to continue, with unremitting assiduity, your inquiries into the reason and
propriety of the positions which may be taken. It is the business of philosophy, not to meddle with
things to direct how they should be, but to account for them and their props and relations as

they are. So it is the business of grammar to explain language as it exists in use, and exhibit the
reason why it is used thus, and what principles must be observed to employ it correctly in speaking
and writing. This method is adtgrl to carry out the principles already established, and show their
adaptation to the wants of the community, and how they may be correctly and successfully
employed. Grammar considered in this light forms a department in the science of the mind by no
mears unimportant. And it can not fail to be deeply interesting to all who would employ it in the
business, social, literary, moral, or religious concerns of life. Those who have thoughts to
communicate, or desire an acquaintance with the minds of others,mmnbe indifferent to the
means on which such intercourse depends. | am convinced, therefore, that you will give me your
most profound attention as | pursue the subject of the present lecture somewhat in detail. And |
hope you will not consider me tedioas unnecessarily prolix in my remarks.

I will not be particular in my remarks upon the changes of spoken and written language, altho that
topic of itself, in the different sounds and signs employed in different ages and by different nations
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to express thesame idea, would form a most interesting theme for several lectures. But that work
must be reserved for a future occasion. You are all acquainted with the signs, written and spoken,
which are employed in our language as vehicles (some of them like ome#)usfsthought to carry
ideas from one mind to another. Some of you doubtless are acquainted with the application of this
fact in other languages. In other words, you know how to sound the name of a thing, how to
describe its properties as far as you ungtand them, and its attitudes or changes. This you can do
by vocal sounds, or written, or printed signs.

On the other hand, you can receive a similar impression by hearing the description of another, or by
seeing it written or printed. But here you will &ein mind the fact that the word, spoken or written,

is but the sign of the idea derived from the thing signified. For example: Here is an apple. | do not
now speak of its composition, the skin, the pulp, &c.; nor of its qualities, whether sour, or sweet,
bitter, good or bad, great or small, long or short, round or flat, red, or white, or yellow. | speak of a
single thingg an apple. Here it is, present before you. Look at it. It is now removed. You do not see it.
Your minds are occupied with somethietge, in looking at that organ, or this representation of
Solomon's temple, or, perhaps, lingering in melancholy review of your old systems of grammar thro
which you plodded at a tedious rate, goaded on by the stimulus of the ferule, or the fear of being
called ignorant. From that unhappy reverie | recal your minds, by sappte An apple? where?
There is none in sight. No; but you have distinct recollections of a single object | just now held before
you. You see it, mentally, and were you painters yaghtpaint its likeness. What has brought this
object so vividly before you? The single soapgle This sound has called up the idea produced in
your mind on looking at this object which | now again present before you. Here is the thing
representedg the apple. Again | lay it aside, and commence a conversation with you on the varieties
of apples, the form, color, flavor, manner of production, their difference from other fruit, where
found, when, and by whom. Here! look again. What do you seBPA-E¢ Apple What is that? The
representation of the idea produced in the mind by a certain object you saw a little while ago. Here
then you have the spoken and written signs of this single object | now again present to your vision.
This idea may also be callath by the sense of feeling, smelling, or tasting, under certain
restrictions. Here you would be no more liable to be mistaken than by seeing. We can indeed
imagine things which would feel, and smell, and taste, and look some like an apple, but it ttadis to

lot of more abstruse reasoners to make their suppositions, and then account for ¢tenimagine
things, and then treat of them as realities. We are content with the knowledge of things as they do
exist, and think there is little danger of mistakingatato for an apple, or a squash for a pear. Tho in
the dark we may lay hold of the Frenchmap&mme de terre apple of the earth, the first bite will
satisfy us of our mistake if we are not too metaphysical.

The same idea may be called up in your mings picture of the apple presented to your sight. On
this ground the picture writing of the ancients may be accounted for; and after that, the
hieroglyphics of Egypt and other countries, which was but a step from picture writing towards the
use of the gbhabet. But these signs or vehicles for the conveyance or transmission of their thoughts,
compared with the present perfect state of language, were as aukward and uncomly as the carriages
employed for the conveyance of their bodies were compared with thase in use. They were like

ox carts drawn by mules, compared with the most splendid barouches drawn by elegant
dapplegreys.

A similar mode would be adopted now by those unacquainted with alphabetical writing. It was so
with the merchant who could not we. He sold his neighbor a grindstone, on trust. Lest he should
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forget it ¢ lest theideaof it should be obliterated from the mind he, in the absence of his clerk,

took his book and a pen and drew out a round picture to represent it. Some months ladter,
dunned his neighbor for his pay for a cheese. "I have bought no cheese of you," was the reply. Yes,
you have, for | have it charged. "You must be mistaken, for | never bought a cheese. We always
make our own." How then should | have one charged to ybduannot tell. | have never had any

thing here on credit except a grindstone." Ah! that's it, that's it, only | forgot to make a hole through
it!"

Ideas may also be exchanged by actions. This is the first and strongest language of nature. It may be
employed, when words have failed, in the most effectual manner. The angry man, choked with rage,
unable to speak, tells the violent passions, burning in his bosom, in a language which can not be
mistaken. The actions of a friend are a surer test of friendshém thll the honied words he may
utter. Actions speak louder than words. The first impressions of maternal affection are produced in
the infant mind by the soothing attentions of the mother. In the same way we may understand the
language of the deaf and dumiCertain motions express certain ideas. These being duly arranged
and conformed to our alphabetic signs, and well understood, the pupil may become acquainted with
book knowledge as well as we. They go by sight and not by sound. A different method isdadopt
with the blind. Letters with them are so arranged that they daelthem. The signs thus felt
correspond with the sounds they hear. Here they must stop. They cannot see to describe. Those who
are so unfortunate as to be blind and deaf, can have buatirg knowledge of language, or the ideas

of others.

On similar principles we may explain the pantomime plays sometimes performed, where the most
entertaining scenes of love and murder are represented, but not a word spoken.

Three things are always to be fdmoin mind in the use and study of all language: 1st, the thing
signified; 2d, the idea of the thing; and 3d, the word or sign chosen to represent it.

Thingsexist.
Thinking beings conceiveéeas of things
Those who employ language adaiunds or signtconvey those ide&s others.

On these obvious principles rest the whole superstructure of all language, spoken or written. Objects
are presented to the mind, impressions are there made, which, retained, constitute the idea, and, by
agreement, certain wals are employed as the future signs or representations of those ideas. If we
saw an object in early life and knew itame the mention of that name will recal afresh the idea
which had long lain dormant in the memory, (if | may so speak,) and we carrsenabout it as
correctly as when we first saw it.

These principles, | have said, hold good in all languages. Proof of this may not improperly be offered
here, provided it be not too prolix. | will endeavor to be brief.

In an open area of sufficient dimsions is congregated a delegation from every language under
heaven. All are so arranged as to face a common center. A white horse is led into that spot and all
look at the living animal which stands before them. The same impression must be made on all mind
so far as a single animal is concerned. But as the whole is made up of parts, so their minds will soon
diverge from a single idea, and one will think of his size, compared with other horses; another of his
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form; another of his color. Some will think asmoble appearance, others of his ability to travel, or

(in jockey phrase) hispeed The farrier will look for his blemishes, to see if hsdand and the
jockey at his teeth, tguessat hisage The anatomist will, in thought, dissect him into paatsd see

every bone, sinew, cartilage, blood vessel, his stomach, lungs, liver, heart, entrails; every part will be
laid open; and while the thoughtless urchin sees a single olgjectvhite horseg others will, at a

single glance, read volumes of instroecti Oh! the importance of knowledge! how little is it
regarded! What funds of instruction might be gathered from the lessons every where presented to
the mind!

One impression would be made on all minds in reference to the single tangible object before them
no matter how learned or ignorant. There stands an animal obvious to all. Let him be removed out
of sight, and a very exact picture of him suspended in his place. All again agree. Here then is the
proof of our first general principle, viz. all languagepends on the fixed and unvarying laws of
nature.

Let the picture be removed and a man step forth and pronounce the wpphs The Greek starts

up and says, "Yes, it is s0." The rest do not comprehend him. He then writes out distinctly, [Greek:
IPPOS].Hey are in the dark as to the meaning. They know not whether a horse, a man, or a goose is
named. All the Greeks, however, understand the meaning the same as when the horse or picture
was before them, for they haagreedthat ipposshould represent thédea of that animal.

Forth steps another, and pronounces the watteval Every Frenchman is aroused: Oui, monsieur?
Yes, sir. Comprenez vous? Do you understand? he says to the rest. But they are dumb. He then
writes GH-EV-A-L. All are as ignorant as beforgave the Frenchmen who had agreed thheval

should be the name for horse.

Next go yourself, thinking all will understand you, and $e&yse but, Io! none unacquainted with

your language are the wiser for the sound you utter, or the sign you suspdrefece them; save,
perhaps, a little old Saxon, who, at first looks deceived by the similarity of sound, but, seeing the
sign, is as demure as ever, for he omits hend pronounces it shorter than we do, more like a
yorkshire man. But why are you notnderstood? Because others have not entered into an
agreemenwith you thath-o-r-s-e, spoken or written, shall represent that animal.

Take another example. Place the living animal called man before them. Less trouble will be found in
this case than in the former, for there is a nearer agreement than before in regard to the signs which
shall be employed to express the idea. This word auth very little variation in the modern
languages, derived undoubtedly from the Teutonic, with a little change in the spelling, as Saxon
mannor mon Gothicmanna German, Danish, Dutch, Swedish and Icelandic like ours. In the south of
Europe, howeverthis word varies as well as others.

Our language is derived more directly from the old Saxon than from any other, but has a great
similarity to the French and Latin, and a kind of coyggmrman to all the languages of Europe,
ancient and modern. Ours, irdd, is a compound from most other languages, retaining some of
their beauties and many of their defects. We can boast little distinctive character of our own. As
England was possessed by different nations at different periods, so different dialects were
introduced, and we can trace our language to as many sources, German, Danish, Saxon, French, and
Roman, which were the different nations amalgamated into the British empire. We retain little of
the real old englistt few words which may not be traced to aréign extraction. Different people
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settling in a country would of course carry their ideas and manner of expressing them; and from the
whole compound a general agreement would, in process of time, take place, and a uniform language
be established. Such the origin and condition of our language, as well as every other modern
tongue of which we have any knowledge.

There is one practice of which our savans are guilty, at which | do most seriously deimeir
extravagant introduction of exotic words into ouncabulary, apparently for no other object than to

swell the size of a dictionary, and boast of having found out and defined thousands of words more
than any body else. A mania seems to have seized our lexicographers, so that they have forsaken the
good dd style of "plainness of speech," and are flourishing and brandishing about in a cloud of
verbiage as though the whole end of instruction was to teach loquacity. And some of our popular
writers and speakers have caught the infection, and flourish in Wggdo garments, prizing
themselves most highly when they use words and phrases which no body can understand.

| will not contend that in the advancement of the arts and sciences it may not be proper to introduce
foreign terms as the mean of conveying a kna¥ge of those improvements to others. It is better
than to coin new words, inasmuch as they are generally adopted by all modern nations. In this way
all languages are approximating together; and when the light of truth, science, and religion, has fully
shore on all the nations, we may hope one language will be spoken, and the promise be fulfilled,
that God has "turned unto the people a pure language, that they may call upon the name of the
Lord, to serve him with one consent."

New ideas are formed like newnventions. Established principles are employed in a new
combination, so as to produce a new manifestation. Words are chosen as nearly allied to former
ideas as possible, to express or represent this new combination. Thus, Fulton applied steam power
to navpation. A new idea was produced. A boat was seen passing along the waters without the aid
of wind or tide. Instead of coining a new word to express the whole, a word which nobody would
understand, two old ones were combined, areléambodtbecame the sigto represent the idea of

the thing beheld. So with raibad, cottonmill, and gurpowder. In the same way we may account

for most words employed in science, although in that case we are more dependant on foreign
languages, in as much as a large portibour knowledge is derived from them. But we may account
for them on the same principle as abowhrenologyis a compound of two greek words, and means
the science or knowledge of the mind. So of geology, mineralogy, &c. But when improvements are
made bythose who speak the english, words in our own language are employed and used not only
by ourselves, but also by those nations who profit by our investigations.

| trust | have now said enough on the general principles of language as applied to thihgsnénxt
lecture | will come down to a sort of bird's eye view of grammar. But my soul abhors arbitrary rules
so devoutly, I can make no promises how long | will continue in close communion with set forms of
speech. | love to wander too well to remain cioieid to one spot, narrowed up in the limits fixed by
others. Freedom is the empire of the mind; it abjures all fetters, all slavery. It kneels at the altar of
virtue and worships at the shrine of truth. No obstacles should be thrown in the way of itsepsogr

No limits should be set to it but those of the Almighty.
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Nouns defined¢ Things.¢ Qualitiesof matter. ¢ Mind. ¢ Spiritual beingsg¢ Qualities of mind¢ How
learned.¢ Imaginary thingsc Negation.c Names of actions; Proper nounsc Characteristic names.
¢ Proper nouns may become common.

Your attention is, this evening, invited to the first divisions of words, calledns This is a most
important class, and as such deserves our particular notice.

Nouns are the names of things.

The wordnounis derived from the Latimomen Frenchnom It meansname Hence the definition
above given.

In grammar it is employed to distinguish that class of words which name things, or stand as signs or
representatives of things.

We use the worahing in its broadest sense, including every possible entityreweing, or thing,
animate or inanimate, material or immaterial, real or imaginary, physical, moral, or intellectual. It is
the noun of the Saxothincanor thingian, to think; and is used to express every conceivable object
of thought, in whatever form omanner presented to the human mind.

Every word employed to designate things, or name them, is to be ranked in the classhoalhscbr
names. You have only to determine whether a word is used thus, to learn whether it belongs to this
or some other clasof words. Here let me repeat:

1. Things exist. 2. We conceive ideas of things. 3. We use sounds or signs to communicate these
ideas to others. 4. We denominate the class of words thus usmahs

Perhaps | ought to stop here, or pass to another topid. & these lectures are intended to be so
plain that all can understand my meaning, | must indulge in a few more remarks before advancing
farther.

In addition to individual, tangible objects, we conceive ideas ofghalities of things, and give
namego such qualities, which becomeouns Thus, thehardnesof iron, the heatof fire, the color

of a rose, thebitternessof gall, theerror of grammars. The following may serve to make my views
more plain. Take two tumblers, the one half filled with watehng tother with milk; mix them
together. You can now talk of the milk in the water, or the water in the milk. Your ideas are distinct,
tho the objects are so intimately blended, that they can not be separated. So with the qualities of
things.

We also speak fomind, intellect, soul; but to them we can give no form, and of them paint no
likeness. Yet we have ideas of them, and employ words to express them, which beconse

This accounts for the reason why the great Parent Intellect has strictly forbiddéme ishecalogue,

that a likeness of him should be constructed. His being and attributes are discoverable only thro the
medium of his works and word. No man can see him and live. It would be the height of folly
would be moreg it would be blasphemy, to attempt to paint the likeness of him whose presence
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fills immensityq whose center is every where, and whose circumference is no where. The name of
this Spirit or Being was held in the most profound reverence by the Jews, as we shall have occasion
to mention when we come to treat of the verbO BE

We talk of angels, and have seen the unhallowed attempt to describe their likeness in the form of
pictures, which display the fancy of the artist very finely, but give a miserable idea of those pure
spirits whominister at the altar of God, and chant his praises in notes of the most unspeakable
delight.

We have also seedeathand the pale horse, the firy dragon, the mystery of Babylon, and such like
things, represented on canvass; but they betoken more of hutadant to depict the marvellous,

than a strict regard for truth. Beelzebub, imps, and all Pandemonium, may be vividly imagined and
finely arranged in fiction, and we can name them. Wizzards, witches, and fairies, may play their
sportive tricks in the humahrain, and receive names as tho they were real.

We also think and speak of the qualities and affections of the mind as well as matter, as wisdom,
knowledge, virtue, vice, love, hatred, anger. Our conceptions in this case may be less distinct, but we
haveideas, and use words to express them. There is, we confess, a greater liability to mistake and
misunderstand when treating of mind and its qualities, than of matter. The reason is evident, people
know less of it. Its operations are less distinct and manging.

The child first sees material objects. It is taught to name them. It next learns the qualities of things;
as the sweetness of sugar, the darkness of night, the beauty of flowers. From this it ascends by
gradation to the higher attainments of knowdge as revealed in the empire of mind, as well as
matter. Great care should be taken that this advancement be easy, natural, and thoro. It should be
constantly impressed with the importance of obtaining clear and definite ideas of things, and never
employwords till it has ideas to express; never name a thing of which it has no knowledge. This is
ignorance.

It would be well, perhaps, to extend this remark to those older than children, in years, but less in
real practical knowledge. The remark is of suchegahapplication, that no specification need be
made, except to the case before us; to those affected proficients in grammar, whose only knowledge
is the memory of words, which to them have no meanings, if, indeed, the writers themselves had
any to expresdy them; a fact we regard as questionable, at best. There is hardly a teacher of
grammar, whose seklisteem is not enormous, who will not confess himself ignorant on many of the
important principles of language; that he has never understood, and couldrrexplain them. He

finds no difficulty in repeating what the books say, but if called upon to express an opinion of his
own, he has none to give. He has learned and used words without knowing their meaning.

Children should be taught language as they angght music. They should learn the simple tones on
which the whole science depends. Distinct impressions of sounds should be made on their minds,
and the characters which represent them should be inseparably associated with them. They will then
learn tunesfrom the compositions of those sounds, as represented by notes. By dint of application,
they will soon become familiar with these principles, if possessed of a talent for song, and may soon
pass the acme with ease, accuracy, and rapidity. But there asettvho may sing very prettily, and
tolerably correct, who have never studied the first rudiments of music. But such can never become
adepts in the science.

27| Page



LECTURE IV. ON NOUNS

So there are those who use language correctly, who never saw the inside of a grammar book, and
who never examined the principles on which it depends. But this, by no means, proves that it is
better to sing by rote, than "with the understanding." These rudiments, however, should form the
business of the nursery, rather than the grammar school. Every enathould labor to give distinct

and forcible impressions of such things as she learns her childrexante She should carefully
prevent them from employing words which have no meaning, and still more strictly should she guard
them against attaching a wng meaning to those they do use. In this way, the foundation for future
knowledge and eminence, would be laid broad and deep. But | wander.

We attach names to imaginary things; as ghosts, genii, imps.

To this class belong the thirty thousand gods of theiamts, who were frequently represented by
emblems significant of the characters attached to them. We employ words to name these imaginary
things, so that we read and converse about them understandingly, tho our ideas may be exceedingly
various.

Nouns arealso used to express negation, of which no idea can be formed. In this case, the mind rests
on what exists, and employs a word to express what does not. We speakabéin the paper. But

we can form no idea od hole separated from the surrounding subaces. Remove the parts of the
paper till nothing is left, and then you may look in vain for the hole. It is not there. It never was. In
the same way we use the words nothing, nobody, nonentity, vacuum, absence, space, blank,
annihilation, and oblivion. lese are relative terms, to be understood in reference to things which
are known to exist. We must know ebmehing before we can talk aficthing, of an entity before

we can think of nonentity.

In a similar way we employ words to name actions, which aoelyced by the changes of objects.

We speak of a race, of a flight, of a sitting or session, of a journey, of a ride, of a walk, of a residence,
etc. In all these cases, the mind is fixed on the persons who performed these things. Take for
example, a raceOf that, we can conceive no idea separate from the agent or object whitthe

race Without some other word to inform us we could not decide whethéoeserace, afootrace, a

boat race, the race of a mill, or some other race, was the object of remark. The same may be said of
flight, for we read of the flight of birds, the flight of Mahommed, the flight of armies, and the flight

of intellect.

We also give names to actis as tho they were taking place in the present tense. "fEa&lingof
the report was deferred;" steamboatcing is dangerous to public safetgtealingis a crime; false
teachingdeserves the reprobation of all.

The hints | have given will assist yowaoguiring a knowledge of nouns as used to express ideas in
vocal or written language. This subject might be pursued further with profit, if time would permit. As
the time allotted to this lecture is nearly exhausted, | forbear. | shall hereafter haveiottashow

how a whole phrase may be used to name an idea, and as such stand as the agent or object of a
verb.

Some nouns are specifically used to designate certain objects, and distinguish them from the class to
which they usually belong. In this way theassume a distinctive character, and are usually
denominatedPROPER NOUNEhey apply to persons, places and things; as, John Smith, Boston,
Hylax.Boyis applied in common to all young males of the human species, and as sucbnsremn
nounor name.Jom Smithdesignates a particular boy from the rest.
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Proper names may be also applied to animals and things. The stable keeper and stageman has a
name for every horse he owns, to distinguish it from other horses; the dairyman for his cows, the
boy for his dg, and the girl for her doll. Any word, in fact, may become a proper name by being
specifically used; as the ship Fair Trader, the brig Success, sloop Delight in Peace, the race horse
Eclipse, Black Hawk, Round Nose, and Red Jacket.

Proper names were formy used in reference to certain traits of character or circumstances
connected with the place or thingAbram was changed toAbraham the former signifyingan
elevated fatherthe latter, the father of a multituddsaac signifiedlaughter, and was givetecause

his mother laughed at the message of the angelcobsignifieda supplanter because he was to
obtain the birthright of his elder brother.

A ridiculous rage obtained with our puritan fathers to express scripture sentiments in the names of
their children, as may be seen by consulting the records of the Plymouth and Massachusetts
colonies.

This practice has not wholly gone out of use in our day, for we hear of the names of Hope, Mercy,
Patience, Comfort, Experience, Temperance, Faith, Deliveran¢etnRand such like, applied

usually to females, (being more in character probably,) and sometimes to males. We have also the
names of White, Black, Green, Red, Gray, Brown, Olive, Whitefield, Blackwood, Redfield,
Woodhouse, Stonehouse, Waterhouse, Woodbe, Swiftwater, Lowater, Drinkwater, Spring,
Brooks, Rivers, Pond, Lake, Fairweather, Merryweather, Weatherhead, Rice, Wheat, Straw,
Greatrakes, Bird, Fowle, Crow, Hawks, Eagle, Partridge, Wren, Goslings, Fox, Camel, Zebra, Bear,
Wolf, Hogg, Rain, Snowalt¢, Frost, Fogg, Mudd, Clay, Sands, Hills, Valley, Field, Stone, Flint, Silver,
Gould, and Diamond.

Proper nouns may also become common when used as words of general impodurags
corrupted from Duns Scotus, a distinguished theologian, born at tBoes Northumberland, an
opposer of the doctrines of Thomas Aquinus. He is as@amon jack tars, judases, antichrist, and
SO on.

Nouns may also be considered in respect to person, number, gender, and positive, or case. There are
three persons,two numbers, two genders, andwo cases. But the further consideration of these
things will be deferred, which, together with Pronouns, will form the subject of our next lecture.
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Nouns in respect to persons. Number. ¢ Singular.¢ Plural.¢ How formed.¢ Foreign pluralsg
Proper names admit of plurals.Gender.c No neuter.¢ In figurative laguage.c Errors.¢ Position
or case.c Agents.¢ Objects.c Possessive case consideredA definitive word.c Pronouns.c One
kind. ¢ Originally nhounsg Specifically applied.

We resume the consideration of nouns this evening, in relation to person, egngender, and
position or case.

In the use of language there is a speaker, person spoken to, and things spoken of. Those who speak
are thefirst persons, those who hear treecond and those who are the subject of conversation the
third.

The first andsecond persons are generally used in reference to human beings capable of speech and
understanding. But we sometimes condesend to hold converse with animals and inanimate matter.
The bird trainer talks to his parrots, the coachman to his horses, the tailbe winds, and the poet

to his landscapes, towers, and wild imaginings, to which he gives a "local habitation and a name."

By metaphor, language is put into the mouths of animals, particularly in fables. By a still further
license, places and thing$pwvers, trees, forests, brooks, lakes, mountains, towers, castles, stars, &c.
are made to speak the most eloquent language, in the first person, in addresses the most pathetic.
The propriety of such a use of words | will not stop to question, but simpharne that such figures
should never be employed in the instruction of children. As the mind expands, no longer content to
grovel amidst mundane things, we mount the pegasus of imagination and soar thro the blissful or
terrific scenes of fancy and fictiomnd study a language before unknown. But it would be an
unrighteous demand upon others, to require them to understand us; and quite as unpardonable to
brand them with ignorance because they do not.

Most nouns are in the third person. More things are tallabut than talk themselves, or are talked
to by others. Hence there is little necessity for teaching children to specify except in the first or
second person, which is very easily done.

In English there are twaumbers singular and plural. The singulardonfined to one, the plural is
extended to any indefinite number. The Greeks, adopted a dual number which they used to express
two objects united in pairs, or couples; as, a span of horses, a yoke of oxen, a brace of pistols, a pair
of shoes. We expreshe same idea with more words, using the singular to represent the union of
the two. We also extend this use of words and employ what are called nouns of multitude; as, a
people, an army, a host, a nation. These and similar words are used in the siefefdang to many
combined in a united whole, or in the plural comprehending a diversity; as, "the armies met," "the
nations are at peace.Peopleadmits no change on account of number. We sanafiypeople are
collected together and forma numerous people."

The plural is not always to be understood as expressing an increase of number, but of qualities or
sorts of things, as the merchant has a varietysofjars wines teas drugs medicines paints and
dyewoods We also speak dfopesfears loves anxietes
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Some nouns admit of no plural, in fact, or in use; as, chaos, universe, fithess, immortality, immensity,
eternity. Others admit of no singular; as, scissors, tongs, vitals, molasses. These words probably once
had singulars, but having no use for thehey became obsolete. We have long been accustomed to
associate the two halves of shears together, so that in speaking of one whole, we say shears, and of
apart, half of a shears. But of some words originally, and in fact plural, we have formed a samyular;
"one twin died, and, tho the other one survived its dangerous illness, the mother wept bitterly for
her twins." Twin is composed ofwo and one It is found in old books, spellddiane two-one, or

twin. Thus, thawi-light is formed by the mingling ¢fvo lights, or the division of the rays of light by

the approaching or receding darkness. The&gin shall be one flesh. Sheep and deer are singular or
plural.

Most plurals are formed by addirgfo the singular, or, when euphony requiresds as, tree trees;

sun, suns; dish, dishes; box, boxes. Some retain the old plural form; as, ox, oxen; child, children;
chick, chicken; kit, kitten. But habit has burst the barrier of old rules, and we now talk of chicks and
chickens, kits and kitten®©xenalone sands as a monument raised to the memory of unaltered
saxon plurals.

Some nouns form irregular plurals. Those endinfcimange that letter tor and then adces as, half,
halves; leaf, leaves; wolf, wolves. Those ending @inange that toi and add thees; as, cherry,
cherries; berry, berries; except when tlygés preceded by a vowel, in which case it only addssthe
as, day, days; money, moneys (ied); attorney, attorneys. All this is to make the sound more easy
and harmoniousF andv were formerlyused indiscriminately, in singulars as well as plurals, and, in
fact, in the composition of all words where they occurred. The same may be Saday.

"The Fader (Father) Almychty of the heven abuf (above) In the mene tyme, unto Junb(lige)
Thus spak; and saydDouglas, booke 12, pag. 441.

"They lyued in ioye and in felycite For eche of hem had other lefe and déhalcer, Monks Tale,
fol. 81, p. 1.

"When straite twane beefes he tooke And an the aultar layde."

The reason why is changed ird i in the formation of plurals, and in certain other cases, is, |
apprehend, accounted for from the fact that words which now eng formerly ended ine, as may
be seen in all old books. The regular plural was then formed by adding

"And upon those rambers of thebodie whichweethinke most unhonest, puiveemore honestie
on." "It rejoyceth not in iniquitieg diversitie of giftsg all thinges edifie not." See old bible, 1 Cor.,
chap. 13 and 14.

Other words form their plurals still more differentfigr which no other rule than habit can be given;
as, man, men; foot, feet; tooth, teeth; die, dice; mouse, mice; penny, pence, and sometimes
pennies, when applied to distinct pieces of money, and not to value.

Many foreign nouns retain the plural form asad by the nations from whom we have borrowed
them; as, cherub, cherubim; seraph, seraphim; radius, radii; memorandum, memoranda; datum,
data, &c. We should be pleased to have such words carried home, or, if they are ours by virtue of
possession, let therbe adopted into our family, and put on the garments of naturalized citizens,
and no longer appear as lonely strangers among us. There is great aukwardness in adding the english
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to the hebrew plural of cherub, as the translators of the common version obibke have done.
They usecherubin the singular and cherimsin the plural. Thesshould be omitted and the Hebrew
plural retained, or the preferable course adopted, and the fatad added, making cherubs, seraphs,
&c. The same might be said of alld@n nouns. It would add much to the regularity, dignity, and
beauty, of our vernacular tongue.

Proper nouns admit of the plural number; as, there are sigty John Smiths in NeWork, twenty
Arnolds in Providence, and fifteen Davises in Boston. Asrevaa accustomed to form the plurals

of proper names there is not that ease and harmony in the first use of them that we have found in
those with which we are more familiar; especially those we have rarely heard pronounced. Habit
surmounts the greatest attacles and makes things the most harsh and unpleasant appear soft and
agreeable.

Gender is applied to the distinction of the sexes. There are ¢woasculine and feminine. The
former is applied to males, the latter to females. Those words which belongitber gender, have
been callecheuter that is,no genderBut it is hardly necessary to perplex the minds of learners with
negativesLet them distinguish between masculine and feminine genders, and little need be said to
them about aneuter

There aresome nouns of both genders, as student, writer, pupil, person, citizen, resiBeet.
author, editor, and some other words, have of late been applied to females, instead oégsoet
authoress editress Fashion will soon preclude the necessity of thisifer distinction.

Some languages determine their genders by the form of the endings of their nouns, and what is thus
made masculine in Rome, may be feminine in France. It is owing, no doubt, to this practice, in other
nations, that we have attached the idea of gender tonin@ate things; as, "the surhe shines
majestically;" while of the moon, it is saidshiesheds a milder radiance.” But we can not coincide
with the reason assigned by Mr. Murray, for this distinction. His notion is not valid. It does not
correspond with &cts. While in the south of Europe the sun is called masculine and the moon
feminine, the northern nations invariably reverse the distinction, particularly the dialects of the
Scandinavian. It was so in our own language in the time of Shakspeare. Hinealm a fair
wench"

By figures of rhetoric, genders may be attached to inanimate matter. Where things are personified,
we usually speak of them as masculine and feminine; but this practice depends on fancy, and not on
any fixed rules. There is, in thytbut two genders, and those confined to animals. When we break
these rules, and follow the undirected wanderings of fancy, we can form no rules to regulate our
words. We may have as many fanciful ones as we please, but they will not apply in commae pract
For example: poets and artists have usually attached female loveliness to angels, and placed them in
the feminine gender. But they are invariably used in the masculine thro out the scriptures.

There is an apparent absurdity in saying of the ship Ganafilliams,sheis beautiful; or, of the
steamboat Benjamin Franklisheis out of date. It were far better to use no gender in such cases.
But if people will continue the practice of making distinctions where there are none, they must do it
from habit and whim, and not from any reason or propriety.

There are three ways in which we usually distinguish the forms of words in reference to gender. 1st.
By words which are different; as boy, girl; uncle, aunt; father, mother. 2d. By a different termination
of the same word; as instructor, instructress; lion, lioness; poet, poetesss a contraction from
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the hebrewessa a female. 3d. By prefixing another word; as, a male child, a female child; a man
servant, a maid servant; a fgpat, a shegoat.

The last caosideration that attaches to nouns, is thmosition they occupy in written or spoken
language, in relation to other words, as beamgents or objectsof action. This is termepgosition

There are two positions in which nouns stand in reference to themmirgy and use. First, agents

of action, asDavid killed Goliath. Second, asbjectson which action terminates; asRichard
conqueredHenry. These two distinctions should be observed in the use of all nouns. But the
propriety of this division will be nmre evident when we come to treat of verbs, their agents and
objects.

It will be perceived that we have abandoned the use of the "possessive case," a distinction which has
been insisted on in our grammars; and also changed the names of the other two.waweeadopt
nothing that is new without first being convinced that something is needed which the thing
proposed will supply; so we would reject nothing that is old, till we have found it useless and
cumbersome. It will be admitted on all hands that the &vand simpler the rules of grammar, the
more readily will they be understood, and the more correctly applied. We should guard, on the one
hand, against having so many as to perplex, and on the other, retain enough to apply in the correct
use of languagelt is on this ground that we have proposed an improvement in the names and
number of cases, or positions.

The word noun signifies name, andminativeis the adjective derived from noun, and partakes of

the same meaning. Hence tim@minativeor namingcasemay apply as correctly to the object as the
agent. 'JohnstrikesThomas andThomasstrikesJohn" John and Thomas name the boys who strike,

but in the first case John is the actor or agent and Thomas the object. In the latter it is changed. To
use a nomative name is a redundancy which should be avoided. You will understand my meaning
and see the propriety of the change proposed, as the mind of the learner should not be burthened
with needless or irrelevant phrases.

But our main objection lies againstah'possessive case." We regard it as a false and unnecessary
distinction. What is the possessive case? Murray defines it as "expressing the relation of property or
possession; as, my father's house." His rule of syntax is, "one substantive governs asigttiiging

a different thing, in the possessive or genitive case; as, my father's house." | desire you to
understand the definition and use as here given. Read it over again, and be careful that you know
the meaning oproperty, possessignandgovernmentNow let a scholar parse correctly the example
given. 'Father's' is a common noun, third person, singular number, masculine gendergyeverned

by house:" Rule, "One nowyovernsanother,” &. Then my father does not govern his own house,
but his house him! What must be the conduct and condition of the family, if they have usurped the
government of their head? "John Jones, hatter, keeps constantly for sale all kinds of boy's hats
Parse boy'slt is a noun, possessive cageyerned by hats." What is the possessive case? It "signifies
the relation of property or possession.” Do the hats belong to the boys? Oh no. Are they the
propertyor in the possessionf the boys? Certainly not. Then whatation is there of property or
possession? None at all. They belong to John Jones, were made by him, are his property, and by him
are advertised for sale. He has used the wboy'sto distinguish their size, quality, and fitness for
boy's use.
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"The maser's slave." Master's is in the possessive case,gavernedoy slave! If grammars are true
there can be no need of abolition societies, unless it is to look after the master and see that he is not
abused. The rider's horse; the captain's ship; the gdfsemy; the governor's cat; the king's
subject. How false it would be to teach scholars the idepropertyand governmentn such cases.
Theteacher's scholarshould never learn that by virtue of their grammars, or #ygostropheand
letter s, they have a right togoverntheir teachers; nor the mother's son, to govern his mother. Our
merchants would dislike exceedingly to have tlaelies understand them to signify by their
advertisements that the "ladies' merino shawls, the ladies's bonnets and lagegivr veils, the
ladies' gloves and elegant Thibet, silk and challa dresses, weprdpertyof the ladies; for in that
case they might claim grossesshemselves of theiproperty, and no longer trouble the merchant
with the care of it.

"Peter's wife'smother lay sick of a fever."His physician said thahis disease would requirdis

utmost skill to defeaiits progress inhis limbs." Phrases like these are constantly occurring, which
can not be explained intelligibly by the existing grammars. In faetyords said to be nouns in the
possessive case, have changed their character, by use, from nouns to adjectives, or definitive words,
and should thus be classed. Russia iron, Holland gin, China ware, American people, the Washington
tavern, Lafayette howes Astor house, Hudson river, (formerly Hudson's,) Baffin's bay, Van Dieman's
land, John street, Harper's ferry, Hill's bridge, a paper book, a bound book, a red book, Johr's book
one which John is known to use, it may be a borrowed one, but generallyrkias some way
connected with himg Rev. Mr. Smith's church, St. John's church, Grace church, Murray's grammar;
not the property nor in the possession of Lindley Murray, neither dogevern him for he has gone

to speak a purer language than he taughtearth. It is mine. | bought it, have possessed it these ten
years; but, thank fortune, am littlgovernedby it. But more on this point when we come to the
proper place. What | have said, will serve as a hint, which will enable you to see the imigroprie
adopting the "possessive case."

It may be said that more cases are employed in other languages. That is a poor reason why we
should break the barriers of natural language. Beside, | know not how we should decide by that rule,
for none of them have @asethat will compare with the English possessive. The genitive of the
French, Latin, or Greek, will apply in only a few respects. The formdahiess the latter five, and

the Latin six cases, neither of which correspond with the possessive, as eddgihdurray and his
satellites. We should be slow to adopt into our language an idiom which does not belong to it, and
compel learners to make distinctions where none exist. It is an easy matter to tell children that the
apostrophe and lettes marks the pssessive case; but when they ask the difference in the meaning
between the use of the noun and those which all admit are adjectives, it will be no indifferent task to
satisfy them. What is the difference in the construction of language or the sense aah\J@stween
Hudsons river, andHudsonriver? Davis's straits, or Bass straits? St. John's church, or Episcopal
church? the sun's beams, or sun shine? In all cases these words are used to define the succeeding
noun. They regard "property or possession,lyowhen attending circumstances, altogether foreign
from any quality in the form or meaning of the word itself, are so combined as to give it that import.
And in such cases, we retain these words as adjectives, long after the property has passed from the
hands of the persons who gave it a nankéeld's point, Fuller's rocks, Fisher'sisland, Fulton's
invention, will long be retained after those whose names were given to distinguish these things,
have slept with their fathers and been forgotten. Blannerh#i&sésland, long since ceased to be his
property or tranquil possession, by confiscation; but it will retain its specific name, till the
inundations of the Ohio's waters shall have washed it away and left not a wreck behind.

34| Page



LECTURE V. ON NOWN® PRONOUNS

The distinctions | have made the positions of nouns, will be clearly understood when we come to
the verbs. A few remarks upon pronouns will close the present lecture.

PRONOUNS

Pronouns are such as the word indicatBso is the latin wordfor; pro-nomen,for nouns They are
words, aiginally nouns, used specificaftyr other nouns, to avoid the too frequent repetition of the
same words; as, Washington was the father of his couritejvas a valiant officerWe ought to
respecthim. The wordwe, stands for the speaker and all present, and saves the trouble of naming
them; he and him, stand for Washington, to avoid the monotony which would be produced by a
recurrence of his name.

Pronouns are all of one kind, and few in number. | will give ytist af them in their respective
positions.

Agents.Objects.{ 1st person, I, me, { 2d " thou, the8ingular{ 3d " mas. { he, him, { " fem. { she,
her, {it, it.

{ 1st person, we, u®lural{ 2d " ye, or you, you, { 3d " they, them, who, whom.
The two st may be used in either person, number, or gender.

The frequent use of these words render them very important, in the elegant and rapid use of
language. They are so short, and their sound so soft and easy, that the frequency of their recurrence
does notmar the beauty of a sentence, but saves us from the redundancy of other words. They are
substituted only when there is little danger of mistaking the nouns for which they stand. They are,
however, sometimes used in a very broad sense; #gy"sayit is ©;" meaning no particular
persons, but the general sentimentt frequently takes the lead of a sentence, and the thing
represented by it comes after; as, "It is currently reported, that things were thus and so."itHere
represents the single idea whichadfterward stated at length.It is so." Tt may be that the nations

will be destroyed by wars, earthquakes, and famines." But more of this when we come to speak of
the composition of sentences.

The words now classed as pronouns were origimaiyesof things, but in this character they have

long been obsolete. They are now used only in their secondary character as the representatives of
other words. The worde for instance, signified originaltp breathe It was applied to the living
beings who inhaledir. It occurs with little change in the various languages of Europe, ancient and
modern, till at length it is applied to the male agent which lives and acts. Thelveordeanslight,

but is specifically applied to females which are the objects of action

Was it in accordance with the design of these lectures, it would give me pleasure to go into a minute
examination of the origin, changes and meaning of these words till they came to be applied as
specific words of exceeding limited character. Most ofnthmnight be traced thro all the languages

of Europe; the Arabic, Persic, Arminian, Chaldean, Hebrew, and, for ought | know, all the languages
of Asia. But as they are now admitted a peculiar position in the expression of thought from which
they never varyand as we are contending about philosophic principles rather than verbal criticisms,

| shall forbear a further consideration of these words.

In the proper place | shall consider those words formerly called "Adjective Pronouns,” "Pronoun
Adjectives," or "Rsnominal Adjectives," to suit the varying whims of those grammar makers, who
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desired to show off a speck of improvement in their "simplifying" works without ever having a new
idea to express. It is a query in some minds whether the sevgmiy'simplifiers' and "improvers"

of Murray's grammar ever had any distinct notions in their heads which they did not obtain from the
very man, who, it would seem by their conduct, was unable to explain his own meaning.
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Definition of adjectivesg General characterg Derivation. ¢ How understood.¢ Defining and
describing.c Meaning changes to suit the nouq.Too numerous.¢ Derived from nounsc Nouns
and verbs made from adjectivesForeign adjectives; A general list¢ Difficult to be understoodg

An example.¢ Often superfluous.c Derived from verbsg Participles.¢ Some prepositionsg

Meaning unknowng With. ¢ In. ¢ Out. ¢ Of.

The most important swdlivision of words is the class called Adjectives, which we propose to notice
this evening.Adjectivesignifiesaddedor joined ta We employ the term in grammar to designate
that class of words which aradded to nouns to define or describe thdm doing this, we strictly
adhere to the principles we have already advanced, and do not deviate from the laws of nature, as
developed in the regulation of speech.

In speaking of things, we had occasion to obsenat the mind not only conceived ideas of things,
but of their properties; as, the hardness of flint; the heat of fire; and that we spoke of one thing in
reference to another. We come now to consider this subject more at large.

In the use of language the ndrfirst rests on the thing which is present before it, or the word which
represents the idea of that thing. Next it observes the changes and attitudes of these things. Thirdly,
it conceives ideas of their qualities and relations to other things. Theussestof these words is to
name things. This we calbuns The second is to express their actions. This wevedhs The last is

to define or describe things. This we catljectives There is a great similarity between the words
used to name things andtexpress their actions; as, builders build buildings; singers sing songs;
writers write writings; painters paint paintings. In the popular use of language we vary these words
to avoid the monotony and give pleasantness and variety. We say buddesthouses, barns, and

other buildings; singers perform pieces of music; musicians play tunes; the choir sing psalm tunes;
artists paint pictures.

From these two classes a third is derived which partakes somewhat of the nature of both, and yet
from its seconday use, it has obtained a distinctive character, and as such is allowed a separate
position among the classes of words.

It might perhaps appear more in order to pass the consideration of adjectives till we have noticed
the character and use of verbs, fromhigh an important portion of them is derived. But as they are
used in connexion with nouns, and as the character they borrow from the verb will be readily
understood, | have preferred to retain the old arrangement, and consider them in this place.

Adjectives are words added to nouns to define or describe théey are derived either, 1st, from
nouns; aswindowglass,glasswindow, a stone house, building stone, maple sugar, sugar cane; or,
2d, from verbs; as, @ritten paper, aprinted book, apaintedhouse, awriting desk. In the first case

we employ one noun, or the name of one thing, to define another, thus giving it a secondary use. A
glasswindow is one made of glass, and not of any thing else. It is neitleaed window, nor a
paperwindow. Maple sugar is notcanesugar, norbeetsugar, normolassessugar; but it may be
brownsugar, if it has been browned, ariteif it has been whiéd or whitened In this case, you at
once perceive the correctness of our second proposition, in the derivati@uljettives from verbs,

by which we describe a thing in reference to its condition, in some way affected by the operation of
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a prior action. Aprinted book is one on which the action of printing has been performedri&en
book differs from the former, iras much as its appearance was produced by writing and not by
printing.

In the definition or description of things, whatever is best understood is employed as a definitive or
descriptive term, and is attached to the object to make known its properties@lations. Speaking

of nations, if we desire to distinguish some from others, we choose the words supposed to be best
known, and talk of European, African, American, or Indian nations; northern, southern, eastern, or
western nations. These last words areed in reference to their relative position, and may be
variously understood; for we speak of the northern, eastern, western, and southern nations of
Europe, of Africa, and the world.

Again, we read of civikzl, halfcivilized, and barbarous nations; lead, unlearned, ignorant, and
enlightened; rich, powerful, enterprising, respected, ancient or modern, christian, mahomedan or
pagan. In these, and a thousand similar cases, we decide the meaning, not alone from the word
employed as an adjective, but frothe subject of remark; for, were we to attach the same meaning
to the same word, wherever used, we could not receive correct or definite impressions from the
language of othersg our inferences would be the most monstrousgieatmountain and gyreatpin,

a greatcontinent and agreatfarm, agreatocean and greatpond, agreatgrammar and ajreat
scholar, refer to things of very different dimensions and character; or, as Mr. Murray would say,
"qualities" A mountain is great by comparison with other nmbains; and a pin, compared with
other pins, may be very largeexceeding great and yet fall very far short of the size of a very small
mountain. Asmallman may be greatscholar, and a rich neighbor a poor friend. A sweet flower is
often very bitterto the taste. Agoodhorse would make daddinner, butfalsegrammar can never
maketrue philologists.

All words are to be understood according to their use. Their meaning can be determined in no other
way. Many words change their forms to express theiations, but fewer in our language than in
most others, ancient or modern. Other words remain the same, or nearly so, in every position; noun,
adjective, or verb, agent or object, past or present. To determine whether a word is an adjective,
first ascertén whether it names a thing, defines or describes it, or expresses its action, and you will
never be at a loss to know to what class it belongs.

The business of adjectives is twofold, and they may be distinguished by the appellataefaoiy

or describing adjectives. This distinction is in many cases unimportant; in others it is quite essential.
The same word in one case magfine in othersdescribethe object, and occasionally do both, for

we often specify things by their descriptions. The learnes tialy to ascertain the meaning and use

of the adjective to decide whether it defines or describes the subject of remark. If it is employed to
distinguish one thing from the general mass, or one class from other classes, it has the former
character; but akr such thing is pointed out, if it is used to give a description of its character or
properties, its character is different, and should be so understood and explained.

Defining adjectivesare used topoint out specify or distinguish certain things fromthers of their
kind, or one sort from other sorts, and answer to the questiahich what how manyorhow much

Describing adjectivesxpress the character and qualities of things, and give a more full and distinct
knowledge than was before possessed.

38| Page



LECTURE VI. ON ADJEES

In a case before mentioned, we spoke of the "Indian nations." The Watidn was chosen to
specify or define what nations were alluded to. But all may not decide alike in this case. Some may
think we meant the aborigines of America; others, that the seuthnations of Asia were referred

to. This difficulty originates in a misapprehension of the definitive word chosen. India was early
known as the name of the south part of Asia, and the people there, were called Indians. When
Columbus discovered the new v, supposing he had reached the country of India, which had long
been sought by a voyage round the coast of Africa, he named it India, and the people Indians. But
when the mistake was discovered, and the truth fully known, instead of effecting a charbe i

name already very generally understood, and in common use, another word was chosen to
distinguish between countries so opposite ankstindia became the word to distinguish the newly
discovered islands; and as India was little better known in Euabpleat time, instead of retaining

their old name unaltered, another word was prefixed, and they call&#tindia. When, therefore,

we desire to be definite, we retain these words, and say, East Indians and West Indians. Without this
distinction, we fould understand the native people of our own country; but in Europe, Asia, and
Africa, they would think we alluded to those in Asia. So with all other adjectives which are not
understood.Indian, as an adjective, may also be employedl&scribethe charater and condition

of the aborigines. We talk of an indian temper, indian looks, indian blankets, furs, &c.

In writing and conversation we should employ words to explain, to define and describe, which are
better understood than those things of which we sfie The pedantry of some modern writers in

this respect is ridiculous. Not satisfied to use plain terms which every body can understand, they
hunt the dictionaries from alpha to omega, and not unfrequently overleap the "king's english," and
ransack otherdnguages to find an unheard of word, or a list of adjectives never before arranged
together, in so nice a manner, so that their ideas are lost to the common reader, if not to
themselves. This fault may be alleged against too many of our public speakemgllass the
affected gentry of the land. They are like Shakspeare's Gratiano, "who speaks an infinite deal of
nothing, more than any man in all Venice; his reasons are as two grains of wheat hid in two bushels
of chaff: you shall seek all day ere you fihém; and, when you have found them, they are not
worth the search.” Such sentences remind us of the painting of the young artist who drew the form
of an animal, but apprehensive that some might mistake it, wrote underftis'is a horsé.

In forming our notions of what is signified by an adjective, the mind should pause to determine the
meaning of such word when used as a distinct name for some object, in order to determine the
import of it in this new capacity. fallow candle is one madef a substance called tallow, and is
employed to distinguish it from wax or spermaceti candles. The adjective in this case, names the
article of which the candle is made, and is thus a noun, but, as we are not speaking of tallow, but of
candles, we place in a new relation, and give it a new grammatical character. But you will perceive
the correctness of a former assertion, that all words may be reduced to two classes, and that
adjectives are derived from nouns or verbs.

But you may inquire if there areoh some adjectives in use which have no corresponding verb or
noun from which they are derived. There are many words in our language which in certain uses have
become obsolete, but are retained in others. We now use some words as verbs which originally wer
known only as nouns, and others as nouns which are unknown as verbs. We also put a new
construction upon words and make nouns, verbs and adjectives promiscuously and with little regard
to rule or propriety. Words at one time unknown become familiar by, @nd others are laid aside

for those more new or fashionable. These facts are so obvious that | shall be excused from extending
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my remarks to any great length. But | will give an example which will serve as a clew to the whole.
Take the wordhappy longknown only as an adjective. Instead of following this wbatkto its
primitive use and deriving it directly from its noun, or as a past participle, such as it is in truth, we
have goneforward and made from it the nouappinessand, in more modern daysre using the

verb happify, a word, by the way, in common use, but which has not yet been honored with a place
in our dictionaries; altho Mr. Webster has given us, as he saysjribathorisedun-author-ised)

word "happifying" Perhaps he had never hehor read some of our greatest savans, who, if not the
authors, employ the wordhappifyvery frequently in the pulpit and halls of legislation, and at the
bar, as well as in common parlance.

Happyis the past participle of the verto hap or, as afterward used, with a nice shade of change in
the meaningto happen It meanshappied or made happy by those favorable circumstances which
have happenedo us. Whoever will read our old writers no further back than Shakspeare, will at
once see the use and chaxgjof this word. They will find it in all its forms, simple and compound, as
a verb, noun, and adjective. "It méwapthat he will come." It happened as | was going that | found
my lost child, and was thereby made quite happy. The man desirddpify himself and family
without much labor, so he engaged in speculation; hagoily he was not stiagess in his pursuit of
happiness as ofterhappens to suchhap-hazard fellows, for he soon became vdrgpy with a
moderate fortune.

But to the question. There are many adjectives in our language which are borrowed from foreign
words. Instead ofadjectivingour own nouns we go to our neighbors aadjectiveand anglicise
[englishise] their words, and adopt the pampered urchins into own family and call them our
favorites. It is no wonder that they often appear aukward and unfamiliar, and that our children are
slow in forming an intimate acquaintance with them. You are here favored with a short list of these
words which will serve agxamples, and enable you to comprehend my meaning and apply it in
future use. Some of them are regularly used as adjectives, with or without change; others are not.

ENGLISH NOUNS. FOREIGN ADJECTIVES

Alone Sole, solitary Alms Eleemosynary Age Primevalf Betedulous Blame Culpable Breast
Pectoral Being Essential Bosom Graminal, sinuous Boy, boyish Puerile Blood, bloody Sanguinary,
sanguine Burden Onerous Beginning Initial Boundary Conterminous Brother Fraternal Bowels
Visceral Body Corporeal Birth Natadtime Calf Vituline Carcass Cadaverous Cat Feline Cow Vaccine
Country Rural, rustic Church Ecclesiastical Death Mortal Dog Canine Day Diurnal, meridian,
ephemeral Disease Morbid East Oriental Egg Oval Ear Auricular Eye Ocular Flesh Carnal, carnivorous
Fatrer Paternal Field Agrarian Flock Gregarious Foe Hostile Fear Timorous, timid Finger Digital
Flattery Adulatory Fire Igneous Faith Fiducial Foot Pedal Groin Inguinal Guardian Tutelar Glass
Vitreous Grape Uveous Grief Dolorous Gain Lucrative Help Auxikerg Bordial, cardiac Hire
Stipendiary Hurt Noxious Hatred Odious Health Salutary, salubrious Head Capital, chief Ice Glacial
Island Insular King Regal, royal Kitchen Culinary Life Vital, vivid, vivarious Lungs Pulmonary Lip Labial
Leg Crural, isosceleght Lucid, luminous Love Amorous Lust Libidinous Law Legal, loyal Mother
Maternal Money Pecuniary Mixture Promiscuous, miscellaneous Moon Lunar, sublunary Mouth Oral
Marrow Medulary Mind Mental Man Virile, male, human, masculine Milk Lacteal Meal Ferirsmaceo
Nose Nasal Navel Umbilical Night Nocturnal, equinoctial Noise Obstreperous One First Parish
Parochial People Popular, populous, public, epidemical, endemical Point Punctual Pride Superb,
haughty Plenty Copious Pitch Bituminous Priest Sacerdotal RivdbEsTRo0ot Radical Ring Annular
Reason Rational Revenge Vindictive Rule Regular Speech Loquacious, garrulous, eloquent Smell
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Olfactory Sight Visual, optic, perspicuous, conspicuous Side Lateral, collateral Skin Cutaneous Spittle
Salivial Shoulder Humerahépherd Pastoral Sea Marine, maritime Share Literal Sun Solar Star
Astral, sideral, stellar Sunday Dominical Spring Vernal Summer Estival Seed Seminal Ship Naval,
nautical Shell Testaceous Sleep Soporiferous Strength Robust Sweat Sudorific Step Grmadual Sol
Venal Two Second Treaty Federal Trifle Nugatory Tax Fiscal Time Temporal, chronical Town Oppidan
Thanks Gratuitous Theft Furtive Threat Minatory Treachery Insidious Thing Real Throat Jugular,
gutteral Taste Insipid Thought Pensive Thigh Femoral ToottaDEear Lachrymal Vessel Vascular
World Mundane Wood Sylvan, savage Way Devious, obvious, impervious, trivial Worm Vermicular
Whale Cutaceous Wife Uxorious Word Verbal, verbose Weak Hebdomadal Wall Mural Will
Voluntary, spontaneous Winter Brumal Wound narary West Occidental War Martial Women
Feminine, female, effeminate Year Annual, anniversary, perennial, triennial

Such are some of the adjectives introduced into our language from other nations. The list will enable
you to discover that when we have maaljective of our own to correspond with the noun, we borrow
from our neighbors an adjective derived from one of their nouns, to which we give an english
termination. For example:

English NounLatin Noun Adjective.

Boy Puer Puerile Grief Dolor Dolorousoiight Pensa Pensive Wife Uxor Uxorious Word Verbum
Verbal, verbose Year Annum Annual Body Corpus Corporeal Head Caput Capital Church Ekklesia
(GreeR Ecclesiastical King RBrénch Royal Law Loi " Loyal

It is exceedingly difficult to understand the adiges of many nouns with which we are familiar,
from the fact above stated, that they are derived from other languages, and not our own. The most
thoro scholars have found this task no easy affair. Most grammarians have let it pass unobserved,;
but every peson has seen the necessity of some explanation upon this point, to afford a means of
ascertaining the etymological derivation and meaning of these words. | would here enter farther into
this subject, but | am reminded that | am surpassing the limits sefanthis course of lectures.

The attention | have bestowed on this part of the present subject, will not be construed into a mere
verbal criticism. It has been adopted to show you how, in the definition or description of things, the
mind clings to one timg to gain some information concerning another. When we find a thing unlike
any thing else we have ever known, in form, in size, in color, in every thing; we should find it a
difficult task, if not an impossibility, to describe it to another in a wayit@ gny correct idea of it.
Having never seen its like before, we can say little of its character. We may givanteabut that

would not be understood. We could say it was as large &g, it had no size; that it was likebut

no, it had no likenesghat it resembledg no, it had no resemblance. How could we describe it?
What could we say of it? Nothing at all.

What idea could the Pacha of Egypt form of ice, having never seen any till the french chemists
succeeded in freezing water in his presencéeyTtold him of ice; that it wasold; that it would
freeze; that whole streams were often frozen over, so that men and teams could walk over them. He
believed no such thing it was a "christian lie." This idea was confirmed on the first trial of the
chenists, which failed of success. But when, on the second attempt, they succeeded, he was all in
raptures. A new field was open before him. New ideas were produced in his mind. New qualities
were learned; and he could now form some idea of ibebergs of tle north; offrozenregions,

which he had never seen; @y hearts, and storms dfozenrain.
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We often hear it said, such a man is vstgical another is arepicurean and another is &acchanal

or bacchanalian But what idea should we form of suplersons, if we had never read of the Stoics
and their philosophy; of Epicurus and his notions of happiness and duty; or of Bacchus, the god of
wine and revelry, whose annual feasts, or Dionysia, were celebrated with the most extravagant
licentiousness thr@ut Greece and Rome, till put down by the Senate of the latter.

You can not fail to see the importance of the knowledge on which we here insist. The meaning you
attach to words is exceedingly diverse; and hence you are not always able to think alike, or
understand each other, nor derive the same sentiment from the same language. The contradictory
opinions which exist in the world may be accounted for, in a great measure, in this way. Our
knowledge of many things of which we speak, is limited, either fiak bf means, or disposition to
employ them. People always differ and contend most about things of which they know the least. Did
we all attach the same meaning to the same words, our opinions would all be the same, as true as
the forty-fifth problem of Eglid. How important, then, that children should always be taught the
same meaning of words, and learn to use them correctly. Etymology, viewed in this light, is a most
important branch of science.

Whenever a word is sufficiently understood, no adjectivewsti be connected with it. There is a
ridiculous practice among many people, of appending to every noun one or more adjectives, which
have no other effect than to expose their own folly. Some writers are so in the habit of annexing
adjectives to all nounghat they dare not use one without. You will not unfrequently see adjectives
different in form, added to a noun of very similar meaning; as, sad melancholy, an ominous sign, this
mundane earth, pensive thoughts.

When words can be obtained, which not omigme the object, but also describe its properties, it
should be preferred to a noun with an adjective; @rate, for sea robbersavan for alearnedor
wise mar{4]

In relation to that class of adjectives derived from verbs, we will be brief. They éelbdt have

been termed patrticiples, not a distinct "part of speech,” but by some included in the verbs. We use
them as adjectives to describe things as standing in some relation to other things on the account of
the action expressed by the verb from whittey are derived. "The man is respecteRé&spectedn

this case, describes the man in such a relation to those who have become acquainted with his good
gualities, that he now receives their respect. He is respaet (able to command, or worthy of
respect,) and of course, respected for his respectability. To avoid repetition, we select different
words to assist in the expression of a complex idea. But | indulge in phrases like the above, to show
the nice shades of meaning in the common use of wordseawaring to analyze, as far as possible,

our words and thoughts, and show their mutual connexion and dependencies.

What has been termed the "present participle" is also an adjective, describing things in their present
condition in reference to actions. "€man is writing." Herewriting describes the man in his
present employment. But the consideration of this matter more properly belongs to the
construction of sentences.

There is another class or variety of words properly belongintyitodivision of grammar, which may
as well be noticed in this place as any other. | allude to those words generally called "Prepositions."
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We have not time now to consider them at large, but will give you a brief view of our opinion of
them, and reservéhe remainder of our remarks till we come to another part of these lectures.

Most of the words called prepositions, in books of grammar, are participles, derived from verbs,
many of which are still in use, but some are obsolete. They are used in the haracter of
adjectives,describing one thing by its relation to anoth&ut their meaning has not been generally
understood. Our dictionaries have afforded no means by which we can trace their etymology. They
have been regarded as a kind of cement to kstither words together, having no meaning or
importance in themselves.[5] Until their meaning is known, we can not reasonably expect to draw
them from their hiding places, and give them a respectable standing in the transmission of thought.

Many words, fron the frequency of their use, fail to attract our attention as much as those less
employed; not because they are less important, but because they are so familiarly known that the
operations of thought are not observed in the choice made of them to exgdresss. If we use
words of which little is known, we ponder well before we adopt them, to determine whether the
sense usually attached to them accords exactly with the notions we desire to convey by them. The
same can not be said of small words which mageauarge proportion of our language, and are, in
fact, more necessary than the others, in as much as their meaning is more generally known. Those
who employ carriages to convey their bodies, observe little of their construction, unless there is
somethingsingular or fine in their appearance. The common parts are unobserved, yet as important
as the small words used in the common construction of language, the vehicle of thought. As the
apostle says of the body politic, "those members of the body, which deebe more feeble, are
necessary;" so the words least understood by grammarians are most necessary in the correct
formation of language.

It is an easy matter to get along with the words called prepositions, after they are all learned by rote;
but when ther meaning and use are inquired into, the best grammarians have little to say of them.

A list of prepositions, alphabetically arranged, is found in nearly every grammar, which scholars are
required to commit to memory, without knowing any thing of their méay or use, only that they

are prepositions when an objective word comes after them, because the books say so; but
occasionally the same words occur as adverbs and adjectives. There is, however, no trouble in
"parsing” them, unless the list is forgotteim that case, you will see the pupil, instead of inquiring
after the meaning and duty of the word, go to the book and search for it in the lists of prepositions
or conjunctions; or to the dictionary, to see if there ispaep.' appended to it. What will lildren

ever learn of language in this way? Of what avail is all such grammar teaching? As soon as they leave
school it is all forgotten; and you will hear them say, at the very time they should be reaping the
harvest of former toil, that they once undemid grammar, but it is all gone from them. Poor souls!
their memory is very treacherous, else they have never learned language as they ought. There is a
fault somewhere. To us it is not difficult to determine where it is.

That certain words are prepositisnthere can be no doubt, because the books say they areybwt
they are so, is quite another matter. All we desire is to have their meaning understood. Little
difficulty will then be found in determining their use.

I have said they are derived from vertmany of which are obsolete. Some are still in use, both as
verbs and nouns. Take for example the wivtiTH This word signifie@inedor united It is used to
show that two things are some how joined together so that they are spoke of in connexion. It
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frequently occurs in common conversation, as a verb and noun, but not as frequently in the books as
formerly. The farmer says to higred man, "Go and get witheand come andvitheup the fence;"

that is, get some pliant twigs of tough wood, twist themgether, andwithe or bind them round

these posts, so that one may stand fimith, or withedto, the other. A bookvith a cover, is one that

has a covejoined, bound, or attached to it. "A fathewith a son, a manvith an estate, a nationvith

a constitdion." In all such casewith expresses the relation between the two things mentioned,
produced by ainionor connexion with each other.[6]

INis used in the same way. It is still retained as a noun and is suspended on the signs of many public
houses. "Thearaveller'sinn," is a house where travelleis themselves, or gin, for entertainment.

It occurs frequently in Shakspeare and in more modern writers, as a verb, and is still used in common
conversation as an imperative. "Ga, the crops of grain." I'h with you." "In with it." In describes

one thing by its relation to another, which is the business of adjectives. It admits of the regular
degrees of comparison; as, inner, innermosior inmost It also has its compoundsistep, theinner

part of the foot, inlet, investment, inheritance. In this capacity it is extensively used under its
different shades of meaning which | cannot stop to notice.

OFsignifiesdivided separated or parted "The ship i®ff the coast." "I am bounaff, and ya are
boundout" "A partof a pencil,” is that part which separatedrom the rest, implying that the act of
separating or offing, has taken place. "A brandfithe tree." There is the tree; this branch is from it.
"Our communication was brokeoff several years ago." "Sailors record theiffings, and parents

love theiroffspring,” or those children which sprung from them.[7] "We ase his offspring' that

is, sprung from God.[8] In all these, and every other case, you will perceive the meartiegnairt,

and its office will soon appear essential in the expression of thought. Had all the world been a
compact whole, nothing ever separated from it, we could never speak of aopértfor we could
never have such an idea. But we look at things epasmted, divided, parted; and speak of one thing

as separated from the others. Hence, when we speak of the part of the earth we inhabit, we, in
imagination, separate it from some otheart, or the general whole. We can not use this word in
reference to ahing which is indivisible, because we can conceive no idea of afpant indivisible
thing. We do not say, a portioof our mind taken as a whole, but as capable of division. A shfare
our regards, supposes that the remainder is reserved for sometigey

OUT outer or utter, outermostor utmost, admits of the same remark s

In this manner, we might explain a long list of words, called adverbs, conjunctions, and prepositions.
But | forbear, for the present, the further consigtion of this subject, and leave it for another
lecture.
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Adjectives.c How formed.¢ The syllabldy. ¢ Formed from proper nouns; The apostrophe and
letter s. ¢ Derived from pronouns; Articles.c A comes froman. ¢ Indefinite. ¢ The ¢ Meaning ofa
and the ¢ Murray's exampleg That. ¢ What. ¢ "Pronoun adjectives.'t Mon, ma ¢ Degrees of
comparisong Secondary adjectives.Prepositions admit of comparison.

We resume the consideration of Adjectives. The importance of this class of words in the expression
of our thoughts, is my excuse for bestowing upon it so much labor. Had words always been used
accading to their primitive meaning, there would be little danger of being misunderstood. But the
fact long known, Verba mutantér ¢ words change; has been the prolific source of much of the
diversity of opinion, asperity of feeling, and apparent miscordtam of other's sentiments, which

has disturbed society, and disgraced mankind. | have, in a former lecture, alluded to this point, and
call it up in this place to prepare your minds to understand what is to be said on the secondary use
of words in the chracter of adjectives.

| have already spoken of adjectives in general, as derived from nouns and verbs, and was somewhat
particular upon the class sometimes call@epositions which describe one thing by its relation to
another, produced by some actionhieh has placed them in such relation. We will now pass to
examine a little more minutely into the character and use of certain adjectives, and the manner of
their derivation.

We commence with those derived from nouns, both common and proper, which arevgoat
peculiar in their character. | wish you distinctly to bear in mind the use of adjectives. They are words
added to nouns to define or describe them.

Many words which name things, are used as adjectives, with out changex begef, beefcattle,
paperbooks,strawhats,bonnetpaper. Others admit of change, or addition; as, natiorharacter, a
merciul (mercyful) man, a gloom prospect, a farmushorse, a goldnball. The syllables which are
added, are parts of words, which are at first compoundethwhem, till, by frequency of use, they
are incorporated into the same word. "A mdrdiman” is one who is full of mercy. A geitball is
one made of gold. This word is sometimes used without change;gmdang.

A numerous portion of these wordska the syllabldy, contracted fromlike, which is still retained

in many words; as, Juddéike, ladylike, gentlemanlike. These two last words, are of late,
occasionally used as other words, Iggygentlemary; but the last more frequently than the foren.

She behaved very ldgj or ladyike; and his appearance was quite gentlerharBut to say lady
appearance, does not yet sound quite soft enough; but it is incorrect only because it is uncommon.
Gody and godike are both in use, and equally correetith a nice shade of difference in meaning.

All grammarians have found a difficulty in the wdilktk, which they were unable to unravel. They
could never account for its use in expressing a relation between two objectives. They forgot that to
be like, onething must belikenedto another, and that it was the very meaning of this word to
express such likeess John lookdike his brother. The looks, the countenance, or appearance of
John, ardikenedto his brother's looks or appearance. "This machine isenlike the pattern than

any | have seen." Here the adjectiliee takes the comparative degree, as it is called, to show a
nearer resemblance than has been before observed between the things compared. "He has a
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statesmanlike appearance.” like this apple, because it agrees with my taste; it has qualitieany
notion of what is palateable." In every situation the word is used to express likeness between two
things. It describes one thing by its likeness to another.

Many adjectives are formettom proper nouns by adding an apostrophe and the ledeexcept

when the word ends irs, in which case the finais usually omitted for the sake of euphony. This,
however, was not generally adopted by old writers. It is not observed in the earl@silations of

the Bible into the english language. It is now in common practice. Thus, Montgomery's monument in
front of St. Paul's church; Washington's funeral; Shay's rebelion; England's bitterest foes; Hamlet's
father's ghost; Peter's wife's mother; Tdd, Walker's, Johnson's dictionary; Winchell's Watts'
hymns; Pond's Murray's grammar. No body would suppose that the "relation of property or
possession” was expressed in these cases, as our grammar books tell us, but that the terms
employed are used tadefine certain objects, about which we are speaking. They possess the true
character and use of adjectives, and as such let them be regarded. It must be as false as frivolous to
say that Montgomery, who nobly fell at the siege of Quelmensthe monument eected over his
remains, which were conveyed to Ne¥ork many years after his death; or that St. Rauhsor
possessethe church beneath which they were deposited; that Hamlet owned his father, and his
father his ghost; that Todd owns Walker, and Walkems Johnson, and Johnson his dictionary
which may have had a hundred owners, and never been the property of its author, but printed fifty
years after his death. These words, | repeat, are medelinitiveterms, and like others serve to

point out or speify particular objects which may thus be better known.

Words, however, in common use form adjectives the same as other words; as, Russia iron, China
ships, India silks, Vermont cheese, Orange county butter,-Xank flour, Carolina potatoes.
Morocco leathe was first manufactured in a city of Africa called by that name, but it is now made in
almost every town in our country. The same may be said of Leghorn hats, Russia binding, French
shoes, and China ware. Although made in our own country we still ret@nmords, morocco,
leghorn, russia, french, and china, to define the fashion, kind, or quality of articles to which we
allude. Much china ware is made in Liverpool, which, to distinguish it from the real, is called liverpool
china. Many french shoes are d& in Lynn, and many Roxbury russets, Newton pippins, and
Rhodelsland greenings, grow in Vermont.

It may not be improper here to notice the adjectives derived from pronouns, which retain so much
of their character as relates to the persons who employ thdimese aremy, thy, his, her, its, our,

your, their, whose This iamy book, that isyour pen, this ishis knife, and that iher letter. Some of

these, like other words, vary their ending when standing alone; as, two apples a® §foee hes,

six thars, five ous, and the rest mineHis does not alter in popular use. Hence the reason why you
hear it so often, in common conversation, when standing without the noun expressed, pronounced
as if writtenhisen The wordother, and some others, come unddrd same remark. When the nouns
specified are expressed, they take the regular termination; as, give me these Baldwin apples, and a
few othersq a few other apples.

There is a class of small words which from the frequency of their age, like pronouns, lost their
primitive character, and are now preserved only as adjectives. Let us examine a few of them by
endeavoring to ferret out their true meaning and application in the expression of ideas. We will
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begin with the old articlesa, an, andthe, by testing the truth and propriety of the duty commonly
assigned to them in our grammars.

The standard grammar asserts that "an article is a word prefixed to substantives, to point them out,
and to show how far their signification extends; &s,garden, an eagle, the woman." Skepticism in
grammar is no crime, so we will not hesitate to call in question the correctness of this "best of all
grammars beyond all comparison." Let us consider the very examples given. They were doubtless
the best thatcould be found. Doea "point out" the garden, or "show how far its signification
extends?" It does neither of these things. It may namey' garden, and it certainly does not define
whether it is agreator asmallone. It simply determines thaitnegarden is the subject of remark. All

else is to be determined by the wogarden

We are told there are two articles, the omedefinite, the other definiteg a is the former, andhe
the latter. | shall leave it with you to reconcile the apparent contradiction ofnaefinite article
which "is used in avague sense, to point out the significatimhanother word." But | challenge
teachers to make their pupils comprehend such a jargbthey can do it themselves. But it is as
good sense as we find in many of the popular grammars of the day.

Again, Murray saysa'becomesan before a vowel or silerlt;" and so say all hamplifyingsatellites

after him. Is such the fact? Is he right is, | most unqualifiedly admit, with this little correction,
the addition of a single word he is rightwrong Instead ofa becomingan, the reverse is the fact.

The word is derived directly from the same word which still stands as our first nuniteveds a

short time since writterane as any one may see by consulting all old books. By and by it dropped
the e, and afterwards, for the sake of euphony, in certain casesntfs® that now it stands a single
letter. You all have lived long enough tovieanoticed the changes in the word. Formerly we said
union, anholiday,anuniversalistan unitarian, &c., expressions which are now rarely heard. We now
saya union, &c. This single instance proves that arbitrary rules of grammar have little totte in
regulation of language. Its barriers are of sand, soon removed. It will not be said that this is an
unimportant mistake, for, if an error, it is pernicious, and if a grammarian knows enough to say that
a becomesan, he ought to know that he tells a f&ghood, and thaian becomesa under certain
circumstances. Mr. Murray gives the following example to illustrate the use ‘lhive mea book;

that is,any book." How can the learner understand such a rule? How will it apply? Let us try it. "A
man hasa wife;" that is,anyman hasanywife. | have a hat; that isnyhat. A farmer has a farg
anyfarmer hasanyfarm. A merchant in Boston has a beautiful piece of broadatctimy merchant

in Boston has any beautiful piece of broadcloth. A certain king mfpfeudecreed a protestant to be
burned ¢ anyking of Europe decreedny protestant to be burned. How ridiculous are the rules we
have learned and taught to others, to enable them to "speak and write with propriety.” No wonder
we never understood grammarf, $o at variance with truth and every day's experience. The rules of
grammar as usually taught can never be observed in practice. Hence it is cdiledtady In every

thing else we learn something that we can understand, which will answer some gopaspun the
affairs of life. But this branch of science is among the things which have been tediously learned to no
purpose. No good account can be given of its advantages.

The we are told, "is called the definite article, because it ascertains whsdtcular thing or things

are meant." A most unfortunate definition, and quite as erroneous as the former. Let us Tilyeit.
stars shinethelion roars,the camel is a beast of burdethedeer is good for foodthe wind blows,

the clouds appearthe Indians are abused. What is there in these examples, which "ascertain what
particular thing or things are meant?" They are expressionsdsfinite as we can imagine.
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On the other hand, should | saystar shinesa lion roars,an Indian is abuseda wind blows,a cloud
appears, you would understand me to allude vdgfinitelyto one"particular" object, as separate
and distinguished from others of its kind.

But what is the wonderful peculiarity in the meaning and use of these two little words that makes
them so unlike every thing else, as to demand a separate "part of speech?" You may be surprised
when | tell you that there are other words in our language derived from the same source and
possessed of the same meaning; but such is the fact, as will soeeaa Let us ask for the
etymology of these important wordsA signifiesone never more, never less. In this respect it is
alwaysdefinite It is sometimes applied to a single thing, sometimes to a whole class of things, to a
[one] man, or to a [one] hulred men. It may be traced thro other languages, ancient and modern,
with little modification in spelling; Greedis ein; Latinunus Armoricunarn Spanish and Italianng,
Portuguesehum Frenchun; Germanein; Danisheen ernt Dutcheen Swedisten Saxo, an, aen one

¢ from which ours is directly derived old Englishane and more modernlyone an, a. In all
languages it defines a thing to loee a united or congregated whole, and the wamdemay always

be substituted without affecting the sense. Rrat is derived our worance which signifieoned

united joined as we shall see when we come to speak of "contractions." In some langaiages
styled an article, in others it is not. The Latin, for instance, has no article, and the Greek has no
indefnite. But all languages have words which are like ours, pure adjectives, employed to specify
certain things. The argument drawn from the fact that some other languages dudictes and
therefore ours should, is fallacious. The Latin, which was surpdssdxauty of style or power in
deliverance by few, if any others, never suffered from the lack of articles. Nor is there any reason
why we should honor two small adjectives with that high rank to the exclusion of others quite as
worthy.

Theis always usa as a definitive word, tho it is the least definite of the defining adjectives. In fact
when we desire to "ascertain particularly what thing is meant," we select some more definite word.
"Give methe books." Which? "Those with red covers, that in calid #éms in Russia bindingThe
nations are at peace. What nation¥hosewhich were at war. You perceive how we employ words
which are more definite, that is, better understood, t@dint out the object of conversation,
especially when there is any douist the case. What occasion, then, is there to give these [the?]
words a separate "part of speech,” since in character they do not differ from others in the language?

We will notice another frivolous distinction made by Mr. Murray, merely to show how |lelanmen

may be mistaken, and the folly of trusting to special rules in the general application of words. He
says, "Thou arhman," is a very general afltirmlessexpression; but, thou atheman, (as Nathan

said to David,) is an assertion capable of stgkierror and remorse into the heart." The distinction

in meaning here, on which he insists, attaches to the artiglesdthe It is a sufficient refutation of

this definition to make a counter statement. Suppose we say, "Murréyeisest grammarian irthe

world; or, he isafool, a knave, anda liar." Which, think you, would be considered the mbharmless
expression? Suppose it had been said to Aaron Burr, thoa tagitor, or to General William Hull,

thou art a coward, would they regard the phrases 'harmless! On the other hand, suppose a
beautiful, accomplished, and talented young lady, should observe to one of her suitors, "l have
received offers of marriage from several gentlemen besides yourself, but tholHiman of my
choice;" would it, hink you,striketerror and remorse into his heart? | should pity the young student

of Murray whose feelings had become so stoical from the false teaching of his author as to be filled
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with "terror and remorse" under such favorable circumstances, while padbspects of future
happiness were thus rapidly brightening before him. | speak as to the wise, judge ye what | say.

The adjectivahat has obtained a very extensive application in language. However, it may seem to
vary in its different positions, it $tiretains its primitive meaning. It is comprisedtbé andit, thait,

theat, thaet (Saxon,) thata (Gothic,) dat (Dutch.) It is the most decided definitive in our language. It is
by use applied to things in the singular, or to a multitude of things regghas a whole. By use, it
applies to a collection of ideas expressed in a sentence; as, it was redbbetlyhat? Then follows

that factwhich was resolved. "Providdatiat, in case he does" so and so. "It was agrded,” that

fact was agreed to whiclis about to be made known. | wish you to understand, all thro these
lectures,that | shall honestly endeavor to expose error and establish truth. Wish you to understand
what? that fact, afterwards stated, "I shall endeavor,"” &c. You can not mistake myimge#mat

would be impossible. What would be impossible? Why, to mistake my meaning.

You can not fail to observe the true character of this word called by our grammarians "adjective
pronoun,” "relative pronoun,” and "conjunction.” They did not think toKdor its meaning. Had
that (duty) been done, it would have stood forth in its true character, an important defining word.

The only difficulty in the explanation of this word, originates in the fact, that it was formerly applied
to the plural as well asrjular number. It is now applied to the singular only when referring directly

to an object; asthat man And it never should be used otherwise. But we often see phrases like this;
"These are the methatrebeled." It should be, "these are the m&rmhorebeed.” This difficulty can

not be overcome in existing grammars on any other ground. In modern writings, such instances are
rare. Thisandthatare applied to the singulatheseandthoseto the plural.

WHATIs a compound of two origal words, and often retains the meaning of both, when employed
as a compound relative, "having in itself both the antecedent and the relative,” as our authors tell
us. But when it is dissected, it will readily enough be understood to be an adjectivanddfimgs
under particular relations.

But | shall weary your patience, | fear, if | stay longer in this place to examine the etymology of small
words. | intended to have shown the meaning and use of many words included in the list of
conjunctions, which i@ truly adjectives, such dmth as so, neither, and, etc.; but I let them pass for

the present, to be resumed under the head of contractions.

From the view we have given of this class of words, we are saved the tediousness of studying the
grammatical distinctions made in the books, where no real distinctions exist. In character these
words are like adjectives; their meaning, like the meaningalbfother words, is peculiar to
themselves. Let that be known, and there will be little difficulty in classing them. We need not
confuse the learner with "adjective pronouns, possessive adjective pronouns, distributive adjective
pronouns, demonstrative adgtive pronounsindefiniteadjective pronouns,"” nor any other adjective
pronouns, which can never be understood nor explained. Children will be slow to apprehend the
propriety of a union ofadjectivesand pronouns when told that the former is always usedth a

noun, and nevefor one; and the latter alway®r a noun, but nevewith one; and yet, that there is
such a strange combination as a "distributive or indefinite adjective pronauhgbnfusion worse
confounded.”
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In the french language, the gendefradjectives is varied so as to agree with the nouns to which they
belong. "Possessive pronouns,” as they are called, come under the same rule, which proves them to
be in character, and formation, adjectives; else the person using them must change g&hder
father says,ma (feminine)fille, my daughter; and the mothemon (masculine)fils, my son; the

same as they would salpon pere good father;bonne merggood mother; or, in Latifjonus pater

or bona mater or, in Spanishbueno padrebuena made. In the two last languages, as well as all
others, where the adjectives vary the termination so as to agree with the noun, the same fact may
be observed in reference to their "pronouns.” If it is a fact that these wordpereouns that is,

stand for dher nouns then the father iSeminine and the mother isnasculine and whoever uses

them in reference to the opposite sex must change gender to do so.

Describing adjectives admit of variation to express different degrees of compafi$e regular
degrees have been reckoned three; positive, comparative, and superlative. These are usually marked
by changing the termination. Theositiveis determined by a comparison with other things; as, a
great house, a small book, compared with eth of their kind. This is truly a comparative degree.
The comparativeaddser; as, a grear house, a smadr book. Thesuperlative est as, the greadst

house, the smadistbook.

Several adjectives express a comparison less than the positive, otheessacor diminish the
regular degrees; as, wish white, verywhite, purewhite; whiter, considerablevhiter, muchwhiter;
whitest the verywhitest, muchthe whitest beyond all comparisgso that there can be nomgiter,
nor so white.

We make an aukward use of the worgieatand good in the comparison of things; asgaod deal
or great dealwhiter; agoodmany men, or greatmany men. As we never hear obmalldeal, or a
baddeal whiter, nor of dad manynorlittle many, it would be well to avoid such phrases.

The words which are added to other adjectives, to increase or diminish the comparison, or assist in
their definition, may properly be callesecondary adjective$or such is their character. They do not
refer to the thingto be definedor described but to the adjective which is affected, in some way, by
them. They are easily distinguished from the rest by noticing this fact. Take for exampézy'dark
redraw silk lady's dress handkerchief.” The resolution of thiseser® would stand thus:

A () handkerchief. A (fed () handkerchief. A (dark red ( ) handkerchief. Aery dark red ()
handkerchief. A very dark red éi)k () handkerchief. A very dark reaw silk () handkerchief. A very
dark red raw silk (dresshandkerchief. A very dark red raw dakly'sdress handkerchief.

We might also observe th&iandis an adjective, compounded by use wkitrchief It is derived from
the french wordcouvrir, to cover, anacchef the head. It means a head dress, a clutltover, a neck
cloth, a napkin. By habit we apply it to a single article, and spea&adhandkerchief.

The nice shade of meaning, and the appropriate use of adjectives, is more distinctly marked in
distinguishing colors than in any thing else, foe gimple reason, that there is nothing in nature so
closely observed. For instance, take the wgrden derived fromgrain, because it is grain color, or

the color of the fair carpet of nature in spring and summer. But this hue changes frotedipegrass
green to the light olive, and words are chosen to express the thousand varying tints produced by as
many different objects. In the adaptation of language to the expression of ideas, we do not separate
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these shades of color from the things in which suelors are supposed to reside. Hence we talk of
grass pea olive, leek verdigris, emerald seg andbottle green; also, ofight, dark, medium very
light, or dark grass, pea, olive, iovisiblegreen.

Red as a word, meansayed It describes the appearance or substance produced wiaged
reddened, or radiated by the morning beams of the sun, or any atdiating cause.

Whis used forgu, in white, which meanguite, quited quitted cleared cleansedf all color, spot or
stain.

Blueis another spelling foblew. Applied to color, it describes something in appearance to the sky,
when the clouds and mists abdownaway, and the cleaslue ethemappears.

You will be pleased with the following extract from an eloquent writethe last century,[9] who,

tho somewhat extravagant in some of his speculations, was, nevertheless, a close observer of
nature, which he studied as it is, without the aid of human theories. The beauty of the style, and the
correctness of the sentiment, Wbe a sufficient apology for its length.

"We shall employ a method, not quite so learned, to convey an idea of the generation of colors, and
the decomposition of the solar ray. Instead of examining them in a prism of glass, we shall consider
them in theheavens, and there we shall behold the five primordial colamf®ld themselveis the

order which we have indicated.

"In a fine summer's night, when the sky is loaded only with some light vapours, sufficient to stop and
to refract the rays of the sun, Wlaout into an open plain, where the first fires of Aurora may be
perceptible. You will first observe the horizamhiten at the spot where she is to make her
appearance; and this radiance, from its colour, has procured for it, in the French languagatntbe n

of aube (the dawn,) from the Latin wordlba, white. This whiteness insensibly ascends in the
heavensassuming tint of yellow some degrees above the haorizon; the yellow as it rises passes into
orange; and this shade of orange rises upward intolibely vermilion, which extends as far as the
zenith. From that point you will perceive in the heavens behind you the violet succeeding the
vermilion, then the azure, after it the deep blue or indigo colour, and, last of all, the black, quite to
the westwad.

"Though this display of colours presents a multitude of intermediate shades, which rapidly succeed
each other, yet at the moment the sun is going to exhibit his disk, the dazzling white is visible in the
horizon, the pure yellow at an elevation fafrty-five degrees; the fire color in the zenith; the pure
blue forty-five degrees under it, toward the west; and in the very west the dark veil of night still
lingering on the horizon. | think | have remarked this progression between the tropics, wieeecith
scarcely any horizontal refraction to make the light prematurely encroach on the darkness, as in our
climates.

"Sometimes the tradevinds, from the northeast or soutkeast, blow there, card the clouds through
each other, then sweep them to the westrossing and recrossing them over one another, like the
osiers interwoven in a transparent basket. They throw over the sides of this chequered work the
clouds which are not employed in the contexture, roll them up into enormous masses, as white as
snow, draw them out along their extremities in the form of a crupper, and pile them upon each
other, moulding them into the shape of mountains, caverns, and rocks; afterwards, as evening
approaches, they grow somewhat calm, as if afraid of deranging their owknvamship. When the
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sun sets behind this magnificent netting, a multitude of luminous rays are transmitted through the
interstices, which produce such an effect, that the two sides of the lozenge illuminated by them have
the appearance of being girt witholyl, and the other two in the shade seem tinged witiddy
orange. Four or five divergent streams of light, emanated from the setting sun up to the zenith,
clothewith fringes of gold the undeterminate summits of this celestial barrier, and strike with the
reflexes of their fires the pyramids of the collateral aerial mountains, which then appear to consist of
silverandvermilion At this moment of the evening are perceptible, amidst their redoubled ridges, a
multitude of valleys extending into infinity, drdistinguishing themselves at their opening by some
shade of flesh or of rose colour.

"These celestial valleys present in their different contours inimitable tints of white, melting away
into white, or shades lengthening themselves out without mixing @teer shades. You see, here

and there, issuing from the cavernous sides of those mountains, tidekgluf precipitating
themselves, in ingots of gold and silver, over rocks of coral. Here it is a gloomy rock, pierced through
and through, disclosing, begd the aperture, the pure azure of the firmament; there it is an
extensive strand, covered with sands of gold, stretching over the rich ground of heaven;
poppycoloured scarlet andgreenas the emerald.

"The reverberation of those western colours diffgsiéself over the sea, whose azure billows it
glazeswith saffron and purple. The mariners, leaning over the gunwale of the ship, admire in silence
those aerial landscapes. Sometimes this sublime spectacle presents itself to them at the hour of
prayer, andseems to invite them to lift up their hearts with their voices to the heavens. It changes
every instant into forms as variable as the shades, presenting celestial colors and forms which no
pencil can pretend to imitate, and no language can describe.

"Trawellers who have, at various seasons, ascended to the summits of the highest mountains on the
globe, never could perceive, in the clouds below them, any thing but a gray anddkadd
surface, similar to that of a lake. The sun, notwithstanding, illuteshahem with his whole light;

and his rays might there combine all the laws of refraction to which our systems of physics have
subjected them. Hence not a single shade of color is employed in vain, through the universe; those
celestial decorations being ade for the level of the earth, their magnificent point of view taken
from the habitation of man.

"These admirable concerts of lights and forms, manifest only in the lower region of the clouds the
least illuminated by the sun, are produced by laws withalthi am totally unacquainted. But the
whole are reducible to five colors: yellow, a generation from white; red, a deeper shade of yellow;
blue, a strong tint of red; and black, the extreme tint of blue. This progression cannot be doubted,
on observing intie morning the expansion of the light in the heavens. You there see those five
colors, with their intermediate shades, generating each other nearly in this order: white, sulphur
yellow, lemon yellow, yolk of egg yellow, orange, aurora color, poppy reldrefd) carmine red,
purple, violet, azure, indigo, and black. Each color seems to be only a strong tint of that which
precedes it, and a faint tint of that which follows; thus the whole together appear to be only
modulations of a progression, of which wit the first term, and black the last.

"Indeed trade cannot be carried on to any advantage, with the Negroes, Tartars, Americans, and
Eastindians, but through the medium of red cloths. The testimonies of travellers are unanimous
respecting the prefererec universally given to this color. | have indicated the universality of this
taste, merely to demonstrate the falsehood of the philosophic axiom, that tastes are arbitrary, or
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that there are in Nature no laws for beauty, and that our tastes are the efigicfwejudice. The
direct contrary of this is the truth; prejudice corrupts our natural tastes, otherwise the same over
the whole earth.

"With red Nature heightens the brilliant parts of the most beautiful flowers. She has given a
complete clothing of ita the rose, the queen of the garden: and bestowed this tint on the blood,
the principle of life in animals: she invests most of the feathered race, in India, with a plumage of
this color, especially in the season of love; and there are few birds withooe shades, at least, of

this rich hue. Some preserve entirely the gray or brown ground of their plumage, but glazed over
with red, as if they had been rolled in carmine; others are besprinkled with red, as if you had blown a
scarlet powder over them.

"Thered (orrayed color, in the midst of the five primordial colors, is the harmonic expression of
them by way of excellence; and the result of the union of two contraries, light and darkness. There
are, besides, agreeable tints, compounded of the oppositiohextremes. For example, of the
second and fourth color, that is, of yellow and blue, is formed green, which constitutes a very
beautiful harmony, and ought, perhaps, to possess the second rank in beauty, among colors, as it
possesses the second in thgineration. Nay, green appears to many, if not the most beautiful tint,

at least the most lovely, because it is less dazzling than red, and more congenial to the eye."

Many words come under the example previously given to illustrate the secondary chadicte
adjectives, which should be carefully noticed by the learner, to distinguish whether they define or
describe things, or are added to increase the distinction made by the adjectives themselves, for both
defining and describing adjectives admit of thgidition; asold English coin, New England rebelion;

a mounted whip, and gold mounted swordg not a gold sword; aery fineLatin scholar.

Secondary adjectives, also, admit of comparison in various waydeatybeloved, anorebeloved,
the bestbeloved, theverybest beloved brother.

Words formerly called "prepositions," admit of comparison, as | have before observed. "Benhadad
fled into aninner chamber." The iner temple. The imostrecesses of the heart. Thaut fit of a
squadron. The owr coating of a vessel, or house. Thenaistreach of grammar. Thep and down

hill side of a field. The yer end of the lot. The uppenostseats. A parbf the book. Take it farther

off. Theoff cast. Indiabeyond the Ganges. Far beyond the boundarieshefriation. | shall gto the

city. | amnear tothe town. Neardoes notqualify the verbfor it has nothing to do with it. | can exist

in one place as well as another. Ibslowthe surfaceyery farbelow it. It is above the eartg "high

above all haght."

Such expressions frequently occur in the expression of ideas, and are correctly understood; as
difficult as it may have been to describe them with the theories learned in the bpsksnetimes

calling them one thing, sometimes anothewhen their claracter and meaning was unchanged, or,
according to old systems, had "no meaning at all of their own!"

But | fear | have gonfar beyond your patience, and, perhaps, entemekperinto this subject than

was necessary, to enable you to discover my meaniagsired to make the subjeets distinct as
possible, that all might see the important improvement suggested. | am apprehensive even now,
that some will be compelled tthink many profound thoughtbefore they will see the end of the
obscurity under while they have long been shrouded, in reference to the false rules which they have
been taught. But we have one consolatiqrihose who are not bewildered by the grammars they
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have tried in vain to understand, will not be very likely to make a wrong usejedtacs, especially
if they have ideas to express; for there is no more danger of mistaking an adjective for a noun, or
verb, than there is of mistakingrersechestnut for achestnuhorse.

In our next we shall commence the consiaion of Verbs, the most important department in the
science of language, and particularly so in the system we are defending. | hope you have not been
uninterested thus far in the prosecution of the subject of language, and | am confident you will not
be n what remains to be said upon it. The science, so long regahdeahd uninteresting, becomes
delightful and easy; new and valuable truths burst upon us at each advancing step, and we feel to
bless God for the ample means afforded us for obtaining kndgderom, and communicating it to
others, on the most important affairs of time and eternity.
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Unpleasant teexpose errorg Verbs definedc Every thing acts; Actor and objectc Laws.c Man. ¢
Animals.c Vegetablesg Minerals. ¢ Neutrality degradingg Nobody can explain a neuter verg.
Onekind of verbsg Youmust decide¢ Importance of teaching childretime truth. ¢ Active verbscg
Transitive verbs false.Samplesc Neuter verbs examined, Sit.¢ Sleep¢ Stand.g Lie.¢ Opinion of
Mrs. W.¢ Anecdote.

We now come to the consideration of that class of words which in the formation of language are
calledVerbs You will allow me to bespeak your favorable attention, and to insist most strenuously
on the propriety of a free and thoro examination into the nad and use of these words. | shall be
under the necessity of performing the thankless task of exposing the errors of honest, wise, and
good men, in order to remove difficulties which have long existed in works on language, and clear
the way for a more easand consistent explanation of this interesting and essential department of
literature. | regret the necessity for such labors; but no person who wishes the improvement of
mankind, or is willing to aid the growth of the human intellect, in its high aspira after truth,
knowledge, and goodness, should shrink from a frank exposition of what he deems to be error, nor
refuse his assistance, feeble tho it may be, in the establishment of correct principles.

In former lectures we have confined our remarkghongs and a description of their characters and
relations, so that every entity of which we can conceive a thought, or concerning which we can form
an expression, has been defined and described in the use of nouns and adjectives. Every thing in
creation,of which we think, material or immaterial, real or imaginary, and to which we give a name,

to represent the idea of it, comes under the class of words called nouns. The words which specify or
distinguish one thing from another, or describe its propert@gracter, or relations, are designated

as adjectives. There is only one other employment left for words, and that is the expression of the
actions, changes, or inherent tendencies of things. This important department of knowledge is, in
grammar, classednder the head oWERBS

Verbis derived from the Latirerbum which signifies avord. By specific application it is applied to
those wordsonly which express action, correctly understood; the same as Bible, derived from the
Greek biblos' means literallythe book but, by way of eminence, is applied to the sacred scriptures
only.

This interesting class of words does not deviate from the correct principles which we have hitherto
observed in these lectures. It depends on established |@xerted in the regulation of matter and
thought; and whoever would learn its sublime use must be a close observer of things, and the mode
of their existence. The important character it sustains in the production of ideas of the changes and
tendencies othings and in the transmission of thought, will be found simple, and obvious to all.

Things exist; Nouns name them.
Things differ; Adjectives define or describe them.

Things act; Verbs express their actions.
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All Verbs denote action.

By action, we mean noonly perceivable motion, but an inherent tendency to change, or resist
action. It matters not whether we speak of animals possessed of the power of locomotion; of
vegetables, whickendforth their branches, leaves, blossoms, and fruits; or of mineralg;twhtain

their forms, positions, and properties. The same principles are concerned, the same laws exist, and
should be observed in all our attempts to understand their operations, or employ them in the
promotion of human good. Every thing acts accordioghe ability it possesses; from the small
particle of sand, whiclccupiests place upon the sea shore, up thro the various gradation of being,

to the tall archangel, whbowsandwaorshipsbefore the throne of the uncreated Cause of all things
and actims which exist thro out his vast dominions.

As all actions presuppose actor, So every action must result on sormbject No effect can exist
without an efficient cause to produce it; and no cause can exist without a corresponding effect
resulting from i. These mutual relations, helps, and dependencies, are manifest in all creation.
Philosophy, religion, the arts, and all science, serve only to develope these primary laws of nature,
which unite and strengthen, combine and regulate, preserve and guide/tiode. From the Eternal |

AM, the uncreated, selxistent, seHsustainingCAUSEf all things, down to the minutest particle of
dust, evidences may be traced of the existence and influence of these laws, in themselves
irresistible, exceptionless, and imutable. Every thing has a place and a duty assigned it; and
harmony, peace, and perfection are the results of a careful and judicious observance of the laws
given for its regulation. Any infringement of these laws will produce disorder, confusion, and
distraction.

Man is made a little lower than the angels, possessed of a mind capable of reason, improvement,
and happiness; an intellectual soul inhabiting a mortal body, the connecting link between earth and
heaveng the material and spiritual world. As a ysical being, he is subject, in common with other
things, to the laws which regulate matter: as an intellectual being, he is governed by the laws which
regulate mind: as possessed of both a body and mind, a code of moral laws demand his observance
in all the social relations and duties of life. Obedience to these laws is the certain source of health of
body, and peace of mind. An infringement of them will as certainly be attended with disease and
suffering to the one, and sorrow and anguish to the other.

Lower grades of animals partake of many qualities in common with man. In some they are deficient;
in others they are superior. Some animals are possessed of all but reason, and even in that, the
highest of them come very little short of the lowest of the hamspecies. If they have not reason,
they possess an instinct which nearly approaches it. These qualities dwindle down gradually thro the
various orders and varieties of animated nature, to the lowest grade of animalculee, a multitude of
which may inhabit asingle drop of water; or to the zoophytes and lythophytes, which form the
connecting link between the animal and vegetable kingdom; as thefistar the polypus, and
spunges. Then strike off into another kingdom, and observe the laws vegetable life théatdl

pine which has grown from a small seed whsemtforth its root downwards and its trunk upwards,
drawing nourishment from earth, air, and water, till it now waves its top to the passing breeze, a
hundred feet above this dirty earth: or the oak olive, which havemnaintainedtheir respective
positions a dozen centuries despite the operations of wind and weather, and have shed their foliage
and their seeds to propagate their species and extend their kinds to different places. While a
hundred geneations have lived and died, and the country often changed masters, they resist
oppression, scorn misrule, and retain rights and privileges which are slowly encroached upon by the
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inroads of time, which will one day triumph over them, and they fall helgie$ise earth, to submit

to the chemical operations which shall dissolve their very being and cause them to mingle with the
common dust, yielding their strength to give life and power to other vegetables which shall occupy
their places.[10] Or mark the ing principle in the "sensitive plant,” which withers at every touch,
and suffers long ere it regains its former vigor.

Descend from thence, down thro the various gradations of vegetable life, till you pass the narrow
border and enter the mineral world. e you will see displayed the same sublime principle, tho in a
modified degree. Mineralassumaifferent shapes, hues and relations; they increase and diminish,
attach and divide under various circumstances, all the wigilaining their identity and progrties,

and exerting their abilities according to the means they possess, till compelled to yield to a superior
power, and learn to submit to the laws which operate in every department of this mutable world.

Everything actsaccording to the ability God kBabestowed upon it; and man can do no more. He has
authority over all things on earth, and yet he is made to depend upon all. His authority extends no
farther than a privilege, under wholesome restrictions, of making the whole subservient to his real
good.When he goes beyond this, he usurps a power which belongs not to him, and the destruction
of his happiness pays the forfeit of his imprudence. The injured power rises triumphant over the
aggressor, and the glory of God's government, in the righteousranediate execution of his laws,

is clearly revealed. So long as man obeys the laws which regulate health, observes temperance in all
things, uses the things of this world as not abusing them, he is at rest, he is blessed, he is happy: but
no sooner has heiolated heaven's law than he becomes the slave, and the servant assumes the
master. But | am digressing. | would gladly follow this subject further, but | shall go beyond my limits,
and, it may be, your patience.

| would insist, however, on the facts tchieh your attention has been given, for it is impossible, as |
have before contended, to use language correctly without a knowledge of the things and ideas it is
employed to represent.

Grovelling, indeed, must be the mind which will not trace the sublixigl®tions of Divine power

and skill in all the operations of nature; and false must be that theory which teaches the young mind
to think and speak of neutrality as attached to things which do exist. As low and debasing as the
speculations of the schoolmenere, they gave to things which they conceived to be incapable of
action, a principle which they calledsi§ inertieg" or, power to lie still Shall our systems of
instruction descend below them, throw an insurmountable barrier in the way of human
improvement, and teach the false principles that actions can exist without an effect, or that there is
a class of words which "express neither action or passion." Such a theory is at war with the first
principles of philosophy, and denies that "like causes predike effects."

The ablest minds have never been able to explain the foundation of a "neuter verb," or to find a
single word, with a solitary exception, which does not, in certain conditions, express a positive
action, and terminate on a definite objecnd that exception we shall see refers to a verb which
expresses the highest degree of conceivable action. Still they have insistimleerand some on

four kinds of verbs, one expressing action, another passion or suffering, and the third neutrality. We
propose to offer a brief review of these distinctions, which have so long perplexed, not only learners,
but teachers themselves, and been the fruitful source of much dissention among grammarians.
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It is to be hoped you will come up to this work with as greandor as you have heretofore
manifested, and as fully resolved to take nothing for granted, because it has been said by good or
great men, and to reject nothing because it appears new or singular. Let truth be our object and
reason our guide to directaito it. We can not fail of arriving at safe and correct conclusions.

Mr. Murray tells us that "verbs are of three kindstive passive andneuter In a note he admits of
"active transitiveand intransitive verbs," as a subdivision of his first kindstaf his "improvers"
have adopted this distinction, and regard it as of essential importance.

We shall contend, as before expressed, thlitverbs are of one kindhat theyexpress action, for

the simple yet sublime reason, that every thing acts, diraks, and under every possible condition;
according to the true definition ofictionas understood and employed by all writers on grammar,
and natural and moral science. Here we are at issue. Both, contending for principles so opposite, can
not be corret. One or the other, however pure the motives, must be attached to a system wrong in
theory, and of course pernicious in practice. You are to be the umpires in the case, and, if you are
faithful to your trust, you will not be bribed or influenced in the$¢ by the opinions of others. If
divested of all former attachments, if free from all prejudice, there can be no doubt of the safety and
correctness of your conclusions. But | am apprehensive | expect too much, if | plawatigstem

of grammar on a footing equally favorable in your minds with those you have been taught to
respect, as the only true expositions of language, from your childhood up, and which are
recommended to you on the authority of the learned and good of mgegerations. | have to
combat early prejudices, and systems long considered as almost sacred. But | have in my favor the
common sense of the world, and a feeling of opposition to existing systems, which has been
produced, not so much by a detection of theirrors, as by a lack of capacity, as the learner verily
thought, to understand their profound mysteries. | am, therefore, willing to risk the final decision
with you, ifyouwill decide. But | am not willing to have you made the tools of the oppositty par
determined, whether convinced or not, to hold to your aléuterverb systems, right or wrong,
merely because others are doing so. All | asjoisr adoption of what is proved to be undeniably

true, and rejection of whatever is found to be false.

Hereis where the matter must rest, for it will not be pretended that it is better to teach falsehood
because it is ancient and popular, than truth because it is novel. Teachers, in this respect, stand in a
most responsible relation to their pupils. They shoaldays insist with an unyielding pertinacity, on

the importance of truth, and the evils of error. Every trifling incident, in the course of education,
which will serve to show the contrast, should be particularly observed. If an error can be detected in
their books, they should be so taught as to be able to correct it; and they should be so inclined as to
be willing to do it. They should not be skeptics, however, but close observers, original thinkers, and
correct reasoners. It is degrading to the truerndiyg and independence of man, to submit blindly to

any proposition. Freedom of thought is the province of all. Children should be made to breathe the
free air of honest inquiry, and to inhale the sweet spirit of truth and charity. They should not study
their books as the end of learning, but as a means of knowing. Books should be regarded as lamps,
which are set by the way side, not as the objects to be looked at, but the aids by which we may find
the object of our search. Knowledge and usefulness constifu¢ leading motives in all study, and

no occasion should be lost, no means neglected, which will lead the young mind to their possession.

Your attention is now invited to some critical remarks on the distinctions usually observed in the use
of verbs. Leus carefully examine the meaning of thetheee kindsand see if there is any occasion
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for such a division; if they have any foundation in truth, or application in the correct use of language.
We will follow the arrangements adopted by the most populangmars.

"Averb activeexpresses an action, and necessarily implies an agent, and an object acted upon; as, to
love, | love Penelope." A very excellent definition, indeed! Had grammarians stopped here, their
works would have been understood, and provedsome service in the study of language. But when
they diverge from this bright spot in the consideration of vetlihis oasis in the midst of a desegt

they soon become lost in the surrounding darkness of conjecture, and follow each their own dim
light, to hit on a random track, which to follow in the pursuit of their object.

We give our most hearty assent to the above definition of a verb. It expresses action, which
necessarily implies aactor, and anobjectinfluenced by the action. In our estimationnitatters not
whether the object on which the action terminates is expressedraterstood|f Ilove | must love

some object; either my neighbor, my enemy, my famihyself or something else. In either case the
actionis the same, tho the objects may liifferent; and it is regarded, on all hands, as an active
verb. Hence when the object on which the action terminates is not expressed, it is necessarily
understood. All language is, in this respect, more or less eliptical, which adds much to its richness
and brevity.

Active verbs, we are told, are divided intit@nsitive and intransitive Mr. Murray does not exactly
approve of this distinction, but prefers to class the intransitive and neuter together. Others, aware of
the fallacy of attempting to make children conceive any thing like neutrality in the verbsfly,

walk, live, &c., hare preferred to mark the distinction and call thantransitive; because, say they,
they do not terminate on any object expressed.

A transitive verb"expresses an action which passes from the agent to the object; as, Caesar
conquered Pompey." To this defiion we can not consent. It attempts a distinction where there is
none. It is not true in principle, and can not be adopted in practice.

"Caesar conquered Pompey." Did the act of conquering passsitively over from Caesarto
Pompey? They might not haveeseeach other during the whole battle, nor been within many miles

of each other. They, each of them, stood at the head of their armies, and alike gave orders to their
subordinate officers, and they again to their inferiors, and so down, each man conteraliagtly

for victory, till, at last, the fate of the day sealed the downfall of Pompey, and placed the crown of
triumph on the head of Caesar. The expression is a correct one, but the action expressed by the verb
"conquered," is not transitive, as that ri@ is understood. A whole train of causes was put in
operation which finally terminated in the defeat of one, and the conquest of the other.

"Bonapartelost the battle of Waterloo." What didhe do to losethe battle? He exerted his utmost

skill to gain the battle and escape defeat. He did not do a single act, he entertained not a single
thought, which lead to such a result; but strove against it with all his power. If the faulhisais

was because he failed to act, and not because he laborddsithe battle. He had too much at
stake to adopt such a course, and no man but a teacher of grammar, would ever accuse him of
actingto losethe battle.

"A man was sick; he desired to recover (his health). He took, for medicine, opium by mistake, and
lost his Ife by it." Was he guilty of suicide? Certainly, if our grammars are true. Biostigs life in
trying to get well.
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"A man in Americpossessegsroperty in Europe, and his childremheritit after his death." What do
the children do tanherit this property, of which they know nothing?

"The geese, by their gabblingavedRome from destruction." How did the geese save the city? They
made a noise, which waked the sentinels, who roused the soldiers to arms; they fought, slew many
Gauls, and delivered théty.

"A man in NewYorktransactsbusiness in Canton." How does he do it? He has an agent there to
whom he sends his orders, and he transacts the business. But how does he get his letters? The clerk
writes them, the postman carries them on board the shig captain commands the sailors, who

work the ropes which unfurl the sails, the wind blows, the vessel is managed by the pilot, and after a
weary voyage of several months, the letters are delivered to the agent, who does the business that is
required of him.

The miserdenieshimself every comfort, and spends his whole life in hoarding up riches; and yet he
dies andeaveshis gold to be the possession of others.

Christianssufferinsults almost every day from the Turks.
Windowsadmitlight andexcludecold.

Who can discover any thing likensitiveaction¢ a passing from the agent to the objegin these
cases? What transitive action do the windows performatimit the light or the christians, to suffer
insults or the miser, tdeave his money? If there is neutrality any where, we would look for it here.
The fact is, these words expresslative action, as we shall explain when we come to the
examination of the true character of the verb.

Neutrality signifies (transitive verb!io action, andneuterverbsexpress a state of being class of
words which can not act, which apply to things in a quiescent spdprmthe transitive action of
"expressing state of being!"

Who does not perceive the inconsistency and folly of sdishinctions? And who has not found
himself perplexed, if not completely bewildered in the dark and intricate labyrinths into which he
has been led by the false grammar books! Every attempt he has made to extricate himself, by the
dim light of the "simpliers,” has only tended to bewilder him still more, till he is utterly confounded,

or else abandons the study altogether.

An intransitive verb "denotes action which is confined to the actor, and does not pass over to
another object; as| sit, he lives, they sleep."”

"A verbneuterexpresses neither action nor passion, but being, or a state of being; as, | am, | sleep, |
sit."

These verbs are nearly allied in character; but we will examine them separately and fairly. The
examples are thesame, with exception of the verto be which we will notice by itself, and
somewhat at large, in another place.
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Our first object will be to ascertain th@eaningand use of the words which have been given as
samples of neutrality. It is unfortunate for @éhneuter systems that they can not define a "neuter
verb" without making it express an action which terminates on some object.

"The mansitsin his chair."

Sits we are told, is a neuter verb. What does it mean? The placeshimselfin a sitting posture in

his seat Hekeepshimself in his chair by muscular energy, assisted by gravitation. Theugialds

him in that condition. Bring a small child asidlit (active verb,) in a chair beside him. Casit? No;

it falls upon the flor and is injured. Why did it fall? It was not ablekieepitself from falling. The
lady fainted andell from herseat If there is no action in sitting, why did she not remain as she was?
A company of ladies and gentlemen from the boarding school alidgey entered the parlor of a
teacher of neuter verbs; and he asked themstbdown, or beseated They were neutral. He called
them impolite. But they replied, thatit "expresses neither action nor passion,” and hence he could
not expect them to occupkis seats.

"Sit or setit away; sit near me;sit farther along;sit still;" are expressions used by every teacher in
addressing his scholars. On the system we are examining, what would they understand by such
inactive expressions? Would he not correctridor disobeying his orders? But what did he order
them to do? Nothing at all, #it denotes no action.

"l satme down and wept."
"He sat himdown by a pillar's base, And drew his hand athwart his fa@g.6n.

"Then, having shown his wounds, heil himdown, And, all the live long day, discourse of war."
Tragedy of Douglass.

"But whereforesits hethere? Death on my stateThis actconvinces me That this retiredness of the
duke and her, Is plain contempKing Lear.

"Sitting, the act of restingon a seatSessionthe act of sitting" Johnson's Dictionary.

"| sleep

Is sleep a neuter verb? So we are gravely told by our authors. Can grammarians follow their own
rules? If so, they may spend the "live long night" and "its waking hours," without resorting to "tired
nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep;" for there is nogess under heaven whereby they can
procure sleep, unless thesleepit. For one, | can nevesleepwithout sleepingsleep¢ sometimes

only a shortnap. It matters not whether the object is expressed or not. The action remains the same.
The true object imecessarily understood, and it would be superfluous to name it. Cases, however,
often occur where, both in speaking and writing, it becomes indispensable to mention the object.
"The stout hearted havslepttheir sleep.” "They shadlleepthe sleepof death." "They shalsleepthe
perpetualsleep and shall not awake.'Sleepon now andtakeyour rest." The child was troublesome

and the mother sung it to sleep, andsiept itselfquiet. A lady took opium anslept herselfo death.
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"Many persons sleep theselves into a kind of unnatural stupidity.” Rip Van Winkle, according to the
legend,sleptaway a large portion of a common life.

"Sleep, sleep talay, tormenting cares."
"And sleepdull caresaway."

Was your sleep refreshing last night? How did you predth Let a person who still adheres to his
neuterverbs, that sleep expresses no action, and has no object on which it terminates, put his theory
in practice; he may as well sleep with his eyes open, sitting up, leshimselfupon his bed.

A man lodgd in an open chamber, and while he waleeping(doing nothing) hecaughta severe
cold (active transitive verb) and had a long of the fever. Who does not see, not only the bad, but
also the false philosophy of such attempted distinctions? How cannyake a child discover any
difference in theact of sleepingwhether there is an object after it, or not? Is it not the same? And is
not the object necessarily implied, whether expressed or not? Can a pstagmwithout procuring
slee®

"] stand’

The manstandsfirm in his integrity. Another stands in a very precarious condition, and being unable
to retain his holdfalls down the precipice and is killed. Who is killed? The man, surely. Why did he
fall? Because he could nstiand But there is noactionin standing say the books.

"Standby thyself, come not near me?'Standfast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made you
free, andbe not again entangled in the yoke of bondage." "Let him that thinketrstamdeth take
heed lest e fall." If it requires no act tetand there can be no danger of falling.

"Two pillars stood together; the rest had fallen to the ground. The one on the right was quite perfect
in all its parts. The other resembled\iery much, except it hddst its capital, andsuffered some
other injuries."” How could the latter column, while performing no actiostanding acttransitively,
according to our grammars, and do somethingésemblehe other? or, what did it do tdoseits
capital, andsufferother injury?

"To lie, orlay."

It has been admitted that the verbs before considered are often used as active verbs, and that there
is, in truth, action expressed by them. But when the man has fallen from his sedieangon the

floor, it is contended that he no longer acts, and thiat expresses no action. He has ceased from
physical, muscular action regulated by his will, and is now subject to the common laws which govern
matter.

Let us take a strong example. The bdms or lays on the desk. Now you ask, does that book
perform any action in laying on the desk? | answer, yes; and | will prove it on the principles of the
soundest philosophy, to the satisfaction of every one present. Nor will | deviate from existing
grammars to do it, sfar as real action is concerned.
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The booklies on the desk. The desdupportsthe book. Will you parssupport? It is, according to
every system, an active transitive verb. It has an objective case after it on which the action
terminates. But what does thdesk do tosupportthe book? It barely resists the action which the
book performsin lying on it. The action of the desk and book is reciprocal. But if the book does not
act, neither can the desk act, for that only repels the force of the book in pgesgion it in its
tendency towards the earth, in obedience to the law of gravitation. And yet our authors have told us
that the desk isactive in resisting no action of the book! No wonder people are unable to
understand grammar. It violates the first priples of natural science, and frames to itself a code of
laws, unequal, false, and exceptionable, which bear no affinity to the rest of the world, and will not
apply in the expression of ideas.

| was once lecturing on this subject in one of the cities eilNork. Mrs. W., the distinguished
teacher of one of the most popular Female Seminaries in our country, attended. At the close of one
lecture she remarked that the greatest fault she had discovered in the new system, was the want of
a class of words to @xess neutrality. Children, she said, conceived ideas of things in a quiescent
state, and words should be taught them by which to communicate such ideas. | asked her for an
example. She gave the rock in the side of the mountain. It had never moved. dit meveér act.
There it had been from the foundation of the earth, and there it would remain unaltered and
unchanged till time should be no longer. | remarked, that | would take another small storiayanhd

on the great one which could never act, and no& say the great rocipholds sustainsor supports

the small one all active transitive verbs with an object expressed.

She replied, she would give it up, for it had satisfied her of a new principle which must be observed
in the exposition of all languagevhich accords witlfacts as developed in physical and mental
science

I continued, not only does that rock act in resisting the force of the small one which lays upon it, but,
by the attraction of gravitation it is able tmaintainits positionin the sde of the mountain; by
cohesion itretainsits distinct identity and solidity, and repels all foreign bodies. It is also subject to
the laws which govern the earth in its diurnal and annual revolutions, and moves in common with
other matter at the astonisimng rate of a thousand miles in an hour! Who shall teach children, in
these days of light and improvement, the grovelling doctrine of neutrality, this relic of the
peripatetic philosophy? Will parents send their children to school to learn falsehood? a&mnd c
teachers be satisfied to remain in ignorance, following with blind reverence the books they have
studied, and refuse to examine new principles, fearing they shall be compelled to acknowledge
former errors and study new principles? They should rememibisr wiser and more honorable to
confess a fault and correct it, than it is to remain permanent in error.

Let us take another example of the verln'ie." A country pedagogue who has followed his
authorities most devotedly, and taught his pupils thiatis a 'heuter verbexpressing neither action

nor passion, but simply being, or a state of being," goes out, during the intermission, into a grove
near by, toexercise himselfin attempting to roll a log up the hill, makesa misstep, andfalls
(intrangtive verb,nothingfalls!) to the ground, and the loglls (nothing on to him, andies across

his legs. In this condition he is observed by his scholars to whom he cries (nothing) for help. "Do
(nothing) come (intransitive) and help me." They obey him and remeuter or at least act
intransitively, and produce no effects. He cries agémm help and hiscries are regarded. They
presenthemselves before him. "Do roll this log off; it will break my legs." "Oh no, master; how can
that be? The lodies on you, does it not?" "Yes, and it wifess mdo death.” "No, no; that can
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never be. Th log can not actLIESs aneuterverb, signifying neitheactionnor passion, but simply
being or a state of being. You havstateof being, and the log has a state of being. It can not harm
you. You must have forgotten the practical application af thuths you have been teaching us." It
would be difficult to explain neuter verbs in such a predicament.

"Now Ilay me downto sleep"

"She died and thelaid herbeside her lover under the spreading branches of the willow."
"Theylaid it away so securehaat they could never find it."

Theylaid down torest themselvesfter the fatigue of a whole day's journey.

We have now considered the model verbs of the neuter kind, with the exception of theT@BE

which is left for a distinct consideration, beitige most active of all verbs. It is unnecessary to spend
much time on this point. The errors | have examined have all been discovered by teachers of
language, long ago, but few have ventured to correct them. An alleviation of the difficulty has been
soughtin the adoption of the intransitive verb, which "expresses an action that is confined to the
actor or agent."

The remarks which have been given in the present lecture will serve as a hint to the course we shall
adopt in treating of them, but the more pacular examination of their character and uses, together
with some general observation on the agents and objects of verbs, will be deferred to our next
lecture.
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Neuter and intransitivec Agents.¢ Objects.¢ No actions as such can be known distinct from the
agent. ¢ Imaginary actionsg Actions known by their effect€, Examplesc Signs should guide to
things signifed. ¢ Principles of action; POWERt Animals.¢ Vegetables¢ Minerals.¢ All things act.

¢ Magnetic needleg CAUSE; Explainedg First Cause¢ MEANSC lllustrated. ¢ Sir I. Newton's
example.¢ These principles must be knowRELATIV&ction.¢ Anecdote of Gallileo.

We resume the consideration of verbs. We closed our last lecture with the examinatioeuter

verbs as they have been called. It appears to us that evidence strong enough to convince the most
skeptical was adduced to prove thsit, sleep standandlie, stand in the same relation to language

as other verbs, that they do not, in any case, express neutrality, but frequently admit an objective
word after them. These are regarded as the most neutral of all the verbs etabptwhich by the

way, expresses the highest degree of action, as we shall see when we come to inquire into its
meaning.

Grammarians have long ago discovered the falsity of the books in the use of a large portion of verbs
which have been called neuter. To obviabe tifficulty, some of them have adopted the distinction

of Intransitive verbs, which express action, but terminate on no object; others still use the term
neuter but teach their scholars that when tludbjectis expressedit is active. This distinctiorak only

tended to perplex learners, while it afforded only a temporary expedient to teachers, by which to
dodge the question at issue. So far as the action is concerned, which it is the business of the verb to
express, what is the difference whetherrtin, or run myself?" "A man started in haste. han so

fast that heran himselfto death." | strike Thomas, Thomatrikes Davigd Thomasstrikes himself
Where is the difference in the action? What matters it whether the action passes over to another
object,or is confined within itself?

"But," says the objector, "you mistake. An intransitive verb is one where the 'effect is confined
within the subject, and does not pass over to any object.™

Very well, | think | understand the objection. When Thomas strikagid the effects of the blow
passes oveto him. And when he strikes himself, it "is confined within the subject,"” and hence the
latter is anintransitiveverb.

"No, no; there is an object on which the action terminates, in that case, and so we mustecall
transitiveverb."

Will you give me an example of artransitiveverb?

"I run, hewalks birdsfly, it rains, the fireburns No objects are expressed after these words, so the
action is confined within themselves."

I now get your meaning. When the jelt is expressedhe verb is transitive, when it is not it is
intransitive. This distinction is generally observed in teaching, however widely it may differ from the
intention of the makers of grammars. And hence children acquire the habit of limitingitiagiiries

to what they see placed before them by others, and do not think for themselves. When the verb has
an objective word after iexpressegthey are taught to attach action to it; but tho the action may be
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even greater, if the object is not expsexl, they consider the action as widely different in its
character, and adopt the false philosophy that a cause can exist without an effect resulting from it.

We assume this ground, and we shall labor to maintain it, that every verb necessarily presupposes
anagentor actor, anaction, and anobjectacted upon, or affected by the action.

No action, as such, can be known to exist separate from the thing that acts. We can conceive no idea
of action, only by keeping our minds fixed on the acting substancekinggits changes, movements,

and tendencies. "The boakoves' In this case the eye rests on the book, and observes its positions
and attitudes, alternating one way and the other. You can separate no action from the book, nor
conceive any idea of it, asseparate entity. Let the book be taken away. Where now is the action?
What can you think or say of it? There is the same space just now occupied by the book, but no
action is perceivable.

The boyrolls his marble upon the floor. All his ideas of the actperformed by it are derived from

an observation of the marble. His eye follows it as it moves along the floor. He sees it in that acting
condition. When he speaks of the action as a whole, he thinks where it started and where it stopped.
It is of noimportance, so far as the verb is concerned, whether the marble received an impulse from
his hand, or whether the floor was sufficiently inclined to allow it to roll by its own inherent
tendency. The action is, in this case, the obvious change of the marble.

Ou whole knowledge of action depends on an observance of things in a state of motion, or change,
or exerting a tendency to change, or to counteract an opposing substance.

This will be admitted so far as material things are concerned. The same principke duad in
reference to every thing of which we form ideas, or concerning which we use language. In our
definition of nouns we spoke of immaterial and imaginary things to which we mavesand which

we consider as agencies capable of exerting an influentee production of effects, or in resisting
actions. It is therefore unimportant whether the action be real or imaginary. It is still inseparably
connected with the thing that acts; and we employ it thus in the construction of language to express
our thoughts. Thus, lions roar; birds sing; minds reflect; fairies dance; knowledge increases; fancies
err; imagination wanders.

This fact should be borne in mind in all our attempts to understand or explain language. The mind
should remain fixed to the actingulsstance, to observe its changes and relations at different
periods, and in different circumstances. There is no other process by which any knowledge can be
gained of actions. The mind contemplates the acting thing in a condition of change and determines
the precise action by thaltered conditiorof the thing, and thus learns to judge of actions by their
effects. The only method by which we can know whether a vegetable grows or not is by comparing
its form to-day with what it was some days ago. We can detide on the improvement of our
children only by observing the same rule.

"By their fruits ye shall know them," will apply in physics as well as in morals; for we judge of causes
only by their effects. First principles can never be known. We observesttaagtheyare, and
remember how theyhave beenand from hence deduce our conclusions in reference toctheseof

things we do not fully understand, or those consequences which will follow a condition of things as
now existing. It is the business of plEdphy to mark these effects, and trace them back to the
causes which produced them, by observing all the intermediate changes, forms, attitudes, and
conditions, in which such things have, at different times, been placed.
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We say, trees grow' But supposao change had ever been observed in trees, that they had always
been as they now are; in stature as lofty, in foliage as green and beautiful, in location unaltered.
Who would then say, "trees grow?"

In this single expression a whole train of facts are tak&o the account, tho not particularly
marked. As a single expression we imply ttneés increase their statur®ut this we all know could
never be effected without the influence of other causes. The soil where it stands must contain
properties suitedto the growth of the tree. A due portion of moisture and heat are also requisite.
These facts all exist, and are indispensable to make good the expression that the "tree grows." We
might also trace the capabilities of the tree itself, its roots, bark, veinpores, fibres or grains, its
succulent and absorbent powers. But, as in the case of the "man that killed the deer," noticed in a
former lecture, the mind here conceives a single idea of a complete whole, which is signified by the
single expression, fées grow."

Let the following example serve in further illustration of this point. Take two bricks, the one heated
to a high temperature, the other cold. Put them together, and in a short time you will find them of
equal temperature. One has grown warmetbther cool. One haisnpartedheat andreceivedcold,

the other hasreceivedheat andimpartedcold. Yet all this would remain forever unknown, but for
the effects which must appear obvious to all. From these effects the causes are to be learned.

It must, | think, appear plain to all who are willing to see, that action, as such, can never exist distinct
from the thing that acts; that all our notions of action are derived from an observaniténgfsin an

acting condition; and hence that no wordarcbe framed to express our ideas of action on any other
principle.

I hope you will bear these principles in mind. They are vastly important in the construction of
language, as will appear when we come to speak ofatientsand objectsof action. We stiladhere

to the fact, that no rules of language can be successfully employed, which deviate from the
permanent laws which operate in the regulation of matter and mind; a fact which can not be too
deeply impressed on your minds.

In the consideration of actits as expressed by verbs, we must observe puater, cause means
agency and effects are indispensable to their existence. Such principles exigict and must be
observed in obtaining a complete knowledge of language; for words, we have alreadyaseg¢he
expression of ideas, and ideas are the impression of things.

In our attempts at improvement, we should strip away the covering, and come at the reality. Words
should be measurably forgotten, while we search diligently for the things expressiniy Signs
should always conduct to the thingsgnified The weary traveller, hungry and faint, would hardly
satisfy himself with an examination of tlsggnbefore the inn, marking its form, the picture upon it,
the nice shades of coloring in the paigi He would go in, and search for the thing signified.

It has been the fault in teaching language, that learners have been limited to the forens of

words, while the important duty of teaching them to look at the thing signified, has been entirely
disregarded. Hence they have only obtained book knowledge. They know what the grammars say;
but how toapplywhat they say, or what is in reality meant by it, they have yet to learn. This explains
the reason why almost every man who has studied grammar will yieu that "he usedto
understand it, but it has all gone from him, for he has not looked ifto@kthese many years." Has

he lost a knowledge of language? Oh, no, he learned that before he saw a grammar, and will
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preserve it to the day of his death. \@hgood did his two or three years study of grammar do him?
None at all; he has forgotten all that he ever knew of it, and that is not much, for he only learned
what some author said, and a few arbitrary rules and technical expressions which he could never
understand nor apply in practice, except in special cases. But | wander. | throw in this remark to
show you the necessity of bringing your minds to a close observance of things as they do in truth
exist; and from them you can draw the principles of speeuid be able to use language correctly.

For we still insist on our former opinion, that all language depends on the permanent laws of nature,
as exerted in the regulation of matter and mind.

To return. | have said that all action deéespower, causge meansagency andeffects

Power depends onphysical energy or mental skill | have hinted at this fact before. Things act
according to the power or energy they possess. Animals walk, birds fly, fishes swim, snanekal
poisons kill. Or, according to the adopted theories of naturalists:

Mineralsgrow.
Vegetablegrowandlive.
Animalsgrow, andlive, andfeel

Every thing acts according to the ability it possesses. Man, possessed of reason, deviseantieans
produces ends. Beasts change locations, devour vegetables, and sometimes other beasts. The lowest
grade of animals never change location, but yet eat and live. Vegetables live and grow, but do not
change location. They have the power to reproduce their speeied, some of them to Kkill off
surroundingobijects. "Thecarraguataof the West Indies, clings round," says Goldsmith, "whatever
tree it happens to approach; there it quickly gains the ascendant, and, loading the tree with a
verdure not its own, keeps awakat nourishment designed to feed the trunk, and at last entirely
destroys its supporter.” In our country, many gardens and fields present convincing proof of the
ability of weeds to Kill out the vegetables designed to grow therein. You all have hedrd Gpas

which has a power sufficient to destroy the lives of animals and vegetables for a large distance
around. Its very exhalations are death to whatever approaches it. It serves in metaphor to illustrate
the noxious effects of all vice, of slander addceit, the effects of which are to the moral
constitution, what the tree itself is to natural objects, blight and mildew upon whatever comes
within its reach.

Minerals are possessed gfower no less astonishing, which may be observed whenever an
opportunity is offered to call it forth. Active poisons, able to slay the most powerful men and beasts,
lie hid within their bosoms. They have strong attractive and repelling powers. From the iron is made
the strong cable whiclmoldsthe vessel fast in her mooringsnablingit to outride the collected

force of the winds and waves whighreatenits destruction. From it also are manufactured the
manacles which bind the strong man, or fasten the lion in his cage. geskbssea power which
charmsnearly all men tesacrifice their ease, and too many their moral principles, to pay their blind
devotions at its shrine.
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Who will contend that the power of action is confined to the animal creation alone, and that
inanimate matter can not act? That there is a superior pop@ssessed by man, endowed with an
immaterial spirit in a corporeal body, none will deny. By the agency of the mind he can accomplish
wonders, which mere physical power without the aid of such mental skill, could never perform. But
with all his boasted sugriority, he is often made the slave of inanimate things. His lofty powers of
body and soul bend beneath the weight of accumulated sorrows, produced by the sper@tions

of contagious disease, whidtayshis wife, children, and friends, who fall like the ripened harvest
before the gatherers scythe. Nay, he often submits to the controlling power of the vine, alcohol, or
tobacco, whiclgaina secret influence over his nobler powers, dixdon him the stamyof disgrace,

and throw around him fetters from which he finds it no easy matter to extricate himself. By the
illusions of error and vice he is often betrayed, and long endures darkness and suffering, till he
regainshis native energies, and finds delivaca in the enjoyment of truth and virtue.

What is that secret power which lies concealed beyond the reach of human ken, and is transported
from land to land unknown, till exposed in conditions suited to its operation, will show its active and
resistless fece in the destruction of life, and the devastation of whole cities or nations? You may call
it plague, or cholera, or small pox, miasma, contagion, particles of matter floating in the air
surcharged with disease, or any thing else. It matters not what gadliit. It is sufficient to our
present purpose to know that it has the ability to put forth a prodigious power in the production of
consequences, which the highest skill of man is yet unable to prevent.

I might pursue this point to an indefinite lengtand trace the secret powers possessed by all
created things, as exhibited in the influence they exert in various ways, both as regards themselves
and surrounding objects. But you will at once perceive my object, and the truth of the positions |
assume. Acommon power pervades all creation, operating by pure and perfect laws, regulated by
the Great First Cause, the Moving Principle, which guides, governs, and controls the whole.[11]

Degrading indeed must be those sentiments which limit all action to thena@nframe as an
organized body, moved by a living principle. Ours is a sublimer duty; to trace the operations of the
Divine Wisdom which acts thro out all creation, in the minutest particle of dust wkeepsits
positionsecure, till moved by some superipower; or in theneedlewhich points with unerring skill

to its fixed point, andjuidesthe vessel, freighted with a hundred lives, safe thro the midnight storm,
to its destined haven; tho rocked by the waves and driven by the winds, it remains unc#tlieand
tremblingly alive to the important duties entrusted to its charge, continues its faithful service, and is
watched with the most implicit confidence by all on board, as the only guide to safety. The same
Wisdom is displayed thro out all creatian;the beauty, order, and harmony of the universe; in the
planets which float in the azure vault of heaven; in the glow worm that glitters in the dust; in the fish
which cuts the liquid element; in the pearl which sparkles in the bottom of the oceangmy &vng

that lives, moves, or has a being; but more distinctly in man, created in the moral image of his
Maker, possessed of a heart to feel, and a mind to understatiee third in the rank of intelligent
beings.

I cannot refuse to favor you with a quagton from that inimitable poem, Pope's Essay on Man. It is
rife with sentiment of the purest and most exalted character. It is direct to our purpose. You may
have heard it a thousand times; but | am confident you will be pleased to hear it again.

Ask forwhat end the heavenly bodies shine, Earth for whose use? Pride answers, "Tis for mine: "For
me kind nature wakes her genial pow'r, "Suckles each herb, and spreads out every flow'r; "Annual
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for me, the grape, the rose renew "The juice nectareous, and #imy dew; "For me, the mine a
thousand treasures brings; "For me health gushes from a thousand springs; "Seas roll to waft me,
suns to light me rise; "My footstool earth, my canopy the skies."

But errs not nature from this gracious end, From burning suhenmivid deaths descend, When
earthquakes swallow, or when tempests sweep Towns to one grave, whole nations to the deep?
"No," (‘tis replied,) "the first Almighty Cause Acts not by partial, but by general laws; Th' exceptions
few; some change since all den: And what created perfect?" Why then man? If the great end be
human happiness, Then nature deviateand can man do less? As much that end a constant course
requires Of show'rs and sunshine, as of man's desires; As much eternal springs and cl&igfiess s
As man forever temp'rate, calm, and wise. If plagues or earthquakes break not heaven's design. Why
then a Borgia, or a Cataline? Who knows but He whose hand the lightning forms, Who heaves old
ocean, and who wings the storms; Pours fierce ambitioa @eesar's mind; Or turns young Ammon
loose to scourge mankind? From pride, from pride our very reas'ning springs; Account for moral as
for nat'ral things: Why charge we heaven in those, in these acquit? In both, to reason right, is to
submit.

Better for s, perhaps, it might appear, Were there all harmony, all virtue here; That never air or
ocean felt the wind; That never passion discomposed the mindABLsubsists by elemental strife;
And passions are the elements of life. The gen®RDERsince thewhole began, Is kept in nature,
and is kept in man.

Look round our world, behold the chain of love. Combining all below and all above; See plastic
nature working to this end, The single atoms each to other tend; Attract, attractethéonext in

place Formed and impelled its neighbor to embrace, See matter next, with various life endued, Press
to one center still the gen'ral good. See dying vegetables life sustain, See life dissolving, vegetate
again; All forms that perish, other fornsipply, (By turns we catch the vital breath, and die) Like
bubbles on the sea of matter borne, They rise, they break, and to that sea return, Nothing is foreign
¢ parts relate to whole; One atixtending, alpreserving soul Connects each being greatatt tine

least; Made beast in aid of man, and man of beast; All served, all serving; nothing stands alone; The
chain holds on, and where it ends, unknown.

But poweralone is not sufficient to produce action. There must be/USHo call it forth, to set in
operation and exhibit its latent energies. It will remain hid in its secret chambers till efficient causes
have set in operation theneansby which its existence is to be discovered in the production of
change, effects, or results. There is, it is saidviery created thing a power sufficient to produce its
own destruction, as well as to preserve its being. In the human body, for instance, there is a constant
tendency to decay, to waste; which a counteracting power resists, and, with proper assistance,
keeps alive.

The same may be said of vegetables which are constantly throwing off, or exhaling the waste,
offensive, or useless matter, and yet a restoring power, assisted by heat, moisture, and the
nourishment of the earth, resists the tendency to decayg aneserves it alive and growing. The air,

the earth, nay, the ocean itself, philosophers assure us, contain powers sufficient-tiestliction.

But | will not enlarge here. Let the necessaausebe exerted which will give vent to this hidden
power ard actions the most astonishing and destructive would be the effect. These are often
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witnessed in the tremendous earthquakes which devastate whole cities, states, and empires; in the
tornados which pass, like the genius of evil, over the land, levellingewais found in its course;
or in the waterspouts and maelstroms which prove the grave of all that comes within their grasp.

In the attempted destruction of the royal family and parliament of England, by what is usually called
the "gunpowder plot,” the arrangements were all made; two hogsheads and tixtyarrels of
powder, sufficient to blow up the house of lords and thersunding buildings, were secreted in a
vault beneath it, strown over with faggots. Guy Fawkes, a spanish officer, employed for the purpose,
lay at the door, on the 5th of November, 1605, with the matchesmeans in his pocket, which
should set in operavn the prodigious dormanpower, which would hurl to destruction James |I., the
royal family, and the protestant parliament, give the ascendancy to the Catholics, and change the
whole political condition of the nation. Tharojectwas discovered, theneanswere removed, the
causeaken away, and the threatenegffectswvere prevented.

The CAUSEf action is the immediate subject which precedes or tends to produce the action,
without which it would not take place. It may result from volition, inherent tendgnor
communicated impulse; and is known to exist from the effects produced by it, in the altered or new
condition of the thing on which it operates; which change would not have been effected without it.

Causes are to be sought for by tracing back throetffiects which are produced by them. The factory

is put in operation, and the cloth is manufactured. The careless observer would enter the building
and see the spindles, looms, and wheels operated by the hands, and go away satisfied that he has
seen enoughseen all. But the more careful will look farther. He will trace each band and wheel,
each cog and shaft, down by the balance power, to the water race and floom; or thro the
complicated machinery of the steam engine to the piston, condenser, water, waod, fire;
marking a new, more secret, and yet more efficient cause at each advancing step. But all this
curiously wrought machinery is not the product of chance, operated without care. A superior cause
must be sought in human skill, in the deep and actingenuity of man. Every contrivance
presupposes a contriver. Hence there must have been a power and means sufficient to combine and
regulate the power of the water, or generate and direct the steam. That power is vested in man; and
hence, man stands as theause, in relation to the whole process operated by wheels, bands,
spindles, and looms. Yet we may say, with propriety, that the water, or the steam; the-whési,

or the piston; the shafts, bands, cogs, pullies, spindles, springs, treddles, harmessss,shuttles,

an almost endless concatenation of instruments, are alike ddweses which tend to produce the

final result; for let one of these intermediate causes be removed, and the whole power will be
diverted, and all will go wrongthe effect wil not be produced.

There must be &IRST CAUS8ESset in operation all inferior ones in the production of action; and to
that first cause all action, nay, the existence of all other causes, may be traced, directly, or more
distant. The intervening causdn, the consecutive order of things, may be as diversified as the links
in the chain of variant beings. Yet all these causes are moved by theffadlent and ever present
agency of the Almighty Father, tHdNCAUSED CAUSEall things and beings; who alge into
existence the universe with all its various and complicated parts and orders; who set the sun, moon,
and stars in the firmament, gave the earth a place, and fixed the sea a bed; throwing around them
barriers over which they can never pass. From lieight of his eternal throne, his eye pervades all
his works; from the tall archangel, that "adores and burns," down to the very hairs of our heads,
which are all numbered, his wise, benevolent, and powerful supervision may be traced in legible
lines, whch may be seen and read of all men. And from effects, the most diminutive in character,
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may be traced back, from cause to cause, upward in the ascending scale of being, to the same
unrivalled Source of all power, splendor, and perfection, the presenttnof who spake, and it was
done; who commanded, andstood stil| or, as the poet has it:

"Look thro nature up to nature's God."

Themeansf action are those aids which are displayed as the medium thro which existing causes are
to exhibit their hidden pwers in producing changes or effects. The matches in the pocket of Guy
Fawkes were the direct means by which he intended to set in operation a train of causes which
should terminate in the destruction of the house of lords and all its inmates. Those esat®sét on

fire, would convey a spark to the faggots, and thence to the powder, and means after means, and
cause after cause, in the rapid succession of events, would ensue, tending to a final, inevitable, and
melancholy result.

A ball shot from a cannomeceives its first impulse from the powder; but it is borne thro the air by
the aid of a principle inherent in itself, which power is finally overcome by the density of the
atmosphere which impedes its progress, and the law of gravitation finally attitatisthe earth.

These contending principles may be known by observing the curved line in which the ball moves
from the cannon's mouth to the spot where it rests. But if there is no power in the ball, why does
not the ball of cork discharged from the sargan with the same momentum, travel to the same
distance, at the same rate? The action commences in both cases with the same projectile force, the
same exteriomeansare employed, but the results are widely different. The cause of this difference
must be sught for in the comparative power of each substancedatinue its own movements

Every boy who has played at ball has observed these principles. He throws his ball, which, if not
counteracted will continue in a straight linead infinitum ¢ without end But the air impedes its
progress, and gravitation brings it to the ground. When he throws it against a hard substance, its
velocity is not only overcome, but it is sent back with great force. But if he takes a ball of wax, of
snow, or any strong adhesivaibstance, it will not bound. How shall we account to him for this
difference? He did the same with both balls. The impetus given the one was as great as the other,
and the resistance of the intervening substance was as great in one case as the othget,amk
bounds and rebounds, while the other sticks fast as a friend, to the first object it meets. The cause of
this difference is to be sought for in the different capabilities of the respective balls. One possesses a
strong elastic and repelling powen the other, the attraction of cohesion is predominant.

Take another example. Let two substances of equal size and form, the one made of lead, the other
of cork, be put upon the surface of a cistern of water. The external circumstances are the same, but
the effects are widely different one sinks, the other floats. We must look for the cause of this
difference, not in the opposite qualities of surrounding matter, but in the things themselves. If you
add to the cork another quality possessed by the lead] give it the same form, size, amgight it

will as readily sink to the bottom. But this last property is possessed in different degrees by the two
bodies, and hence, while the one floats upon the water, the other displaces its particles and sinks to
the bottom. You may take another substance; say the mountain ebony, which is heavier than water,
but lighter than lead, and immerse it in the water; it will not sink with the rapidity of lead, because
its inherentpoweris not so strong.

Take still anothecase. Let two balls, suspended on strings, be equally, or, to use the technical term,
positivelyelectrified. Bring them within a certain distance, and they will repel each other. Let the
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electric fluid be extracted from one, and the other will attract it. Before, they were as enemies; now
they embrace as friends. The magnet furnishes the most styigioof in favor of the theory we are
laboring to establish. Let one of sufficient power be let down within the proper distance, it will
overcome the power of gravitation, arattract the heavy steel to itself. What is the cause of this
wonderful fact? Wb can account for it? Who can trace out the hidden cause; the "primum mobile"
of the Ptolmaic philosophyg the secret spring of motion? But who will dare deny that such effects
do exist, and that they are produced by an efficient cause? Or who will degtnthe still more

dark and perplexing mazes of neuter verb grammars, and deny that matter has such a power to act?

These instances will suffice to show you what we mean when weesayy thing acts according to
the ability God has given it to ack mght go into a more minute examination of the properties of
matter, affinity, hardness, weight, size, color, form, mobility, &c., which even old grammars will
allow it to possessbut | shall leave that work for you to perform at your leisure.

Whoever has my doubts remaining in reference to the abilities of all thinggrtoduce continue or
preventmotion, will do well to consult the prince of philosophers, Sir Isaac Newton, who, after
Gallileo, has treated largely upon the laws of motion. He assertsfast,afull in illustration of the
principles | am laboring to establish, that in ascending a hill, the trace rope pulls the horse back as
much as he draws that forward, only the horse overcomes the resistance of the load, and moves it
up the hill. On theold systems, no power would be requisite to move the load, for it could oppose
no resistance to the horse; and the small child could move it with as much ease as the strong team.

Who has not an acquaintance sufficiently extensive to know these thingsihlotdelieve there is a
person present, who does not fully comprehend my meaning, and discover the correctness of the
ground | have assumed. And it should be borne in mind, that no collection or arrangement of words
can be composed into a sentence, whikhnot obtain their meaning from a connection of things as
they exist and operate in the material and intellectual world, and that it is not in the power of man
to frame a sentence, to think or speak, but in conformity with these general and exceptitaess

This important consideration meets us at every advancing step, as if to admonish us to abandon the
vain project of seeking a knowledge of language without an acquaintance with the great principles
on which it depends. To look for the leading rulesspéech in set forms of expression, or in the
capricious customs of any nation, however learned, is as futile as to attempt to gain a knowledge of
the world by shutting ourselves up in a room, and looking at paintings and drawings which may be
furnished bythose who know as little of it as we do. How fallacious would be the attempt, how
much worse than time thrown away, for the parent to shut up his child in a lonely room, and
undertake to impress upon its mind a knowledge of man, beasts, birds, fishtinseers,
mountains, fields, flowers, houses, cities, &c., with no other aid than a few miserable pictures, unlike
the reality, and in many respects contradictory to each other. And yet that would be adopting a
course very similar to the one long emplayas the only means of acquiring a knowledge of
language; limited to a set of arbitrary, false, and contradictory rules, which the brightest geniuses
could never understand, nor the most erudite employ in the expression of ideas. The grammars, it
was thoudnt, must be studied to acquire the use of language, and yet they were forgotten before
such knowledge was put in practice.
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A simple remark on the principles @dlative action, and we will pass to the considerationagfents
andobjecs, or the more immediateausesand effectof action.

We go forth at the evening hour and look upon the simkingbeneath the horizon; we mark the
varying hues of light as they appear, and change, and fade away. We see the shades of night
approaching with a gradual pace, till the beautiful landscape on which we had been gazing, the hills
and the meadows; the farm house and the cultivated fields, the grove, the orchard, and the garden;
the tranquil lake and the babbling brook; the dairy returning homeg ¢he lambkins gambolling
beside their dams; atbcedefrom our view, andappearto us no longer. All this ielativeaction. But

so far as language and ideas are concerned, it matters not whether the sun astakdligehind the

hills, or the hills iterpose between it and us; whether the landscaeedesrom our view, or the
shades of night intercept so as to obscure our vision. The habit of thought is the same, and the form
of expression must agree with it. We say the sisesand sets in refererce to the obvious fact,
without stopping to inquire whether it really moves or not. Nor is such an inquiry at all necessary, as
to matter of fact, for all we mean by such expressions, is, that by some process, immaterial to the
case in hand, the sun stanitsa new relation to the earth, its altitude is elevated or depressed, and
hence the action is strictly relative. For we should remember tfgihg and setting up and down
aboveandbelow in reference to the earth, are only relative terms.

We speak ad read of thechangesof the moon, and we correctly understand each other. But in
truth the moon changes no more at one time than at another. The action is purely relative. One day
we observe ibeforethe sun, and the nextehindit, as we understand thesterms. The precise time

of the change, when it will appear to us in a different relation to the sun, is computed by
astronomers, and set down in our almanacs; but it changes no more at that time than at any other,
for like every thing else, it Ewayschanging

In a case we mentioned in a former lecture, "Jdbokslike orresemblesis brother,” we have an
example of relative action. So in the case of two men travelling the same way, starting together, but
advancing at different rates; one, we sdiglls behind the other. In this manner of expression, we
follow exactly the principles on which we started, and suit our language to our ideas and habits of
thinking. By the law of optics things are reflected upon the retina of the eye inversely, thasideup
down; but they are always seen in a proper relation to each other, and if there is any thing wrong in
the case, it is overcome by early habit; and so our language accords with things as they are
manifested to our understandings.

These examples will see to illustrate what we mean by relative action, when applied to natural
philosophy or the construction of language.

I had intended in this lecture to have treated of the agents and objects of verbs, to prove, in
accordance with the first and closestmeiples of philosophy, that evergdusemust have areffect"

or, in other words, that every action must terminate on some object, either expressed or necessarily
understood; but | am admonished that | have occupied more than my usual quota of timesin thi
lecture already, and hence | shall leave this work for our next.

I will conclude by the relation of an anecdote or two from the life of that wonderful man, Gallileo
Gallilei, who was many years professor of mathematics at Padua. Possessed of a stiecigige
mind, he had early given his attention to the observation of things, their motions, tendencies, and
power of resistance, from which he ascended, step by step, to the sublime science of astronomy.
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Being of an honest and frank, as well as benevatisytosition, he shunned not to state and defend
theories at war with the then received opinions. All learning was, at that time, in the hands or under
the supervision of the ecclesiastics, who were content to follow blindly the aristotelian philosophy,
which, in many respects, was not unlike that still embraced in our neuter verb systems of grammar.
There was a sworn hostility against all improvement, or innovation as it was called, in science as well
as in theology. The copernican system, to which Gallias inclined, if it had not been formally
condemned, had been virtually denounced as false, and its advocates heretical. Hence Gallileo never
dared openly to defend it, but, piece by piece, under different names, he brought it forth, which,
carried out,would establish the heretical system. Dwelling as a light in the midst of surrounding
darkness, he cautiously discovered the precious truths revealed to his mind, lest the flood of light
should distract and destroy the mental vision, break up the elemefitsociety, let loose the
resistless powers of ignorance, prejudice and bigotry, and envelope himself and friends in a common
ruin. At length having prepared in a very guarded manner his famous "Dialogues on the Ptolmaic and
Copernican Systems," he obtathpermission, and ventured to publish it to the world, altho an edict
had been promulgated enjoining silence on the subject, and he had been personally instmated "

to believe or teach the motion of the earth in any mahner

By the false representatioof his enemies, suspicions were aroused and busily circulated prejudicial
to Gallileo. Pope Urban himself, his former friend, became exasperated towards him, and a sentence
against him and his books was fulminated by the Cardinals, prohibiting the "shleading of the

latter, and condemning him to the formal prison of the Holy Office for a period determined at their
pleasure." The sentence of the Inquisition was in part couched in these wobM& pronounce,

judge, and declare, that you, the said Gadlj by reason of these things, which have been detailed in
the course of this investigation, and which, as above, you have confessed, have rendered yourself
vehemently suspected by this Holy Office, of heresy; that is to say, that you believe and hold the
false doctrine, and contrary to the Holy and Divine Scriptures, namely, that the sun is the center of
the world, and that it does nathovefrom east to west, and that the earth doesove and is not the
center of the world; also, that an opinion can beldand supportedas probable after it has been
declared, and finally decreed contrary to the Holy Scriptugdsy the Holy See!! "From which," they
continue, "it isour pleasure that you be absolved, provided that, first, witlsiacereheart, and
unfeigned faithin our presence, yoabjure curse anddetesthe said errors and heresies, and every
other error and heresy contrary to the Catholic and Apostolic Church of Rome, in the form now
shown to you."

After suffering under this anathema someng, Gallileo, by the advice of his friends, consented to
make a public abjuration of his former heresies on the laws of motion. Kneeling before the "Most
Eminent and Most Reverend Lords Cardinals, General Inquisitors of the universal Christian republic,
against heretical depravity having before his eyes the Holy Gospels," he swears that he always
"believed and nowbelieves and with the help of Godwyill in future believe every article which the

Holy Catholic Church of Rome holds, teaches, and preaghbat he does altogether "abandon the
false opinion which maintains that the 'sun is the center of the world, and that the eartbtibe
center andmovabl¢' that with a sincere heart and unfeigned faith, he abjures, curses, and detests
the said errorsand heresies, and every other error and sect contrary to the said Holy Church, and
that he will never more in future, say or assert any thing verbally, or in writing, which may give rise
to similar suspicion.” As he arose from his knees, it is said, Ispered to a friend standing near
him, "E pur si muoveg IT DOES MOVE, THO
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In our times we are not fated to live under the terrors of the Inquisition; but prejudice, if not as
strong in power to execute, has the ability to blind as truly as in other,ageb keep us from the
knowledge and adoption of practical improvements. And it is the same philosophy now, aghigh
inanimate matter can actvhichdemandecdf Gallileo if this ponderous globe could fly a thousand
miles in a minute, and no body felle motion; and with Deacon Homespun, in the dialogue, "why,
if this world turned upside down, the water did not spill from the mill ponds, and all the people fall
headlong to the bottomless pit?"

If there are any such peripatetics in these days of ligid science, who still cling to the false and
degrading systems of neutrality, because they are honorable for age, or sustained by learned and
good men, and who will oppose all improvement, reject without examination, or, what is still worse,
refuse to adop after being convinced of the truth of it, any system, because it is novel, an
innovation upon established forms, | can only say of them, in the language of Micanzio, the Venetian
friend of Gallileog "The efforts of such enemies to get these princigbeshibited, will occasion no

loss either to your reputation, or to the intelligent part of the world. As to posterity, this is just one
of the surest ways to hand them down to them. But what a wretched set this must be, to whom
every good thing, and all ¢ is found in nature, necessarily appears hostile and odious."
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A philosophical axionmg Manner of expressing actior. Things taken for granted; Simple facts
must be knowng Must never deviate from the truth; Everycausewill have areffect ¢ An example
of an intransitive verb¢ Objects expressed or implied.All language elipticak; Intransitive verbs
examined ¢ | run. ¢ | walk.¢ To step.¢ Birds fly.¢ It rains.¢ The fire burnsg The sun shineg; To
smile.¢ Eat and drink¢ Miscellaneous exampleg.Evils of false teaching.A change is demanded.
¢ These principles apply universaltyTheir importance.

We have made some general remarks on the power, cause, and means, necessary in the production
of action. We now approach nearer to the application of these principles as observed in the
immediateagencyand effectswvhich precede and follow action, and esnnected with the verb.

It is an axiom in philosophy which cannot be controverted, that eeffgctis the product of a prior
cause and that everycausewill necessarily produce a correspondiaffect This fact has always
existed and will forever rema unchanged. It applies universally in physical, mental, and moral
science; to God or man; to angels or to atoms; in time or thro eternity. No language can be
constructed which does not accord with it, for no ideas can be gained but by an observarge of it
manifestations in the material or spiritual universe. The mannesxgiressinghis cause and effect

may differ in different nations or by people of the same nation, but the fact remains unaltered, and
so far as understood the idea is the same. In theecaf the horse mentioned in a former
lecture,[12] the idea was the same, but the manner of expressing it different. Let that ialke

lay down, roll over, rise up, shakehimself, rear, or standstill, all present will observe the same
attitude of the horse, and will form the same ideas of his positions. Some will doubtless inquire more
minutely into thecauseand meansby which these various actions are produced, what muscles are
employed, what supports are rendered by the bones; and the whole regulayethe will of the
horse, and their conclusions may be quite opposite. But this has nothing to do with the obvious fact
expressed by the words above; or, more properly, it is not necessary to enter into a minute detail of
these minor considerations, thessecret springs of motion, in order to relate the actions of the
horse. For were we to do this we should be required to go back, step by step, and find the causes
still more numerous, latent, and perplexing. The pursuit of causes would lead us beyonathe m
organization of the horse, his muscular energy, and voluntary action; for gravitation has no small
service to perform in the accomplishment of these results; as well as other principles. Let gravitation
be removed, and how could the hor¢sy down? Hecouldroll over as well in the air as upon the
ground. But the particular notice of these things is unnecessary in the construction of language to
express the actions of the horse; for he stands as the obdagestof the whole, and thesffectsare

seen b follow ¢ the horseis laid downhis bodyis rolled over, the fore partf it isreared up himself

is shaken, and the whofeatis produced by the direction of his master.

Allow me to recal an idea we considered in a former lecture. | said no actsuch<ould be known
distinct from the thing which acts; that action as such is not perceptible, and that all things act,
according to the ability they possess. To illustrate this idea: Take a magnet and lower it down over a
piece of iron, till it attractst to itself and holds it suspended there. If you are not in possession of a
magnet you can make one at your pleasure, by the following process. Lay your knife blade on a flat
iron, or any hard, smooth surface; let another take the old tongs or otherwbich have stood

erect for a considerable length of time, and draw it upon the blade for a minute or more. A magnetic
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power will be conveyed from the tongs to the blade sufficient to take up a common needle. The
tongs themselves may be manufactured intanast perfect magnet. Now as the knifeldsthe

needle suspended beneath it you perceive there must be an action, a power, and cause exerted
beyond our comprehension. Let the magnetic power be extracted from the blade, and the needle
will drop to the flo@. A common unmagnetized blade will n@atise and hold a needle as this does.

How those tongs come in possession of such astonishing power; by what process it is there retained;
the power and means of transmission of a part of it to the knife blade, aedréason of the
phenomena you now behold an inanimate blade drawing to itself and there holding this needle
suspended; will probably long remain unknown to mortals. But that such are the facts, incontestibly
true, none will deny, for the evidence is beé¢ us. Now fix your attention on that needle. There is an
active andacting principle in that as well as in the magnetized blade; for the blade will not attract a
splinter of wood, of whalebone, or piece of glass, tho equal in size and weight. It wéllfmav
operation on them. Then it is by a sort of mutual affinity, a reciprocity of attachment, between the
blade and needle, that this phenomena is produced.

To apply this illustration you have only to reverse the aagen the knife and needle ovayandsee

all things attracted to the earth by the law of gravitation, a principle abiding in all matter. All that
renders the exhibition of the magnet curious or wonderful is that it is an uncommon condition of
things, an apparent counteraction of the regulaws of nature. But we should know that the same
sublime principle is constantly operating thro out universal nature. Let that be suspended, cease its
active operations for a moment, and our own earth will be decomposed into particles; the sun,
moon and sars will dissolve and mingle with the common dust; all creation will crumble into atoms,
and one vast ocean of darkness and chaos will fill the immensity of space.

Are you then prepared to deny the principles for which we are contending? | think yowtyibut
accede the ground, that such being the fact, true in nature, language, correctly explained, is only the
medium by which the ideas of these great truths, may be conveyed from one mind to another, and
must correspond therewith. If language is thers@f ideas, and ideas are the impressions of things,

it follows of necessity, that no language can be employed unless it corresponds with these natural
laws, or first principles. The untutored child cannot talk of these things, nor comprehend our
meaning il clearly explained to it. But some people act as tho they thought children must first
acquire a knowledge of words, and then begin to learn what such words mean. This is putting the
"cart before the horse."

Much, in this world, is to be taken for gramkeWe can not enter into the minutise of all we would
express, or have understood. We go upon the ground that other people know something as well as
we, and that they will exercise that knowledge while listening to our relation of some new and
important fads. Hence it is said that "brevity is the soul of wit." But suppose you should talk of
surds, simple and quadratic equations, diophantine problems, and logarithms, to a person who
knows nothing of proportion or relation, addition or subtraction. What wotllely know about your
words? You might as well give them a description in Arabic or Esquimaux. They must first learn the
simple rules on which the whole science of mathematics depends, before they can comprehend a
dissertation on the more abstruse prinagl or distant results. So children must learn to observe
things as they are, in their simplest manifestations, in order to understand the more secret and
sublime operations of nature. And our language should always be adapted to their capacities; that is,
it should agree with their advancement. You may talk to a zealot in politics of religion, the qualities
of forbearance, candor, and veracity; to the enthusiast of science and philosophy; to the bigot of
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liberality and improvement; to the miser of benevotenand suffering; to the profligate of industry

and frugality; to the misanthrope of philanthropy and patriotism; to the degraded sinner of virtue,
truth, and heaven; but what do they know of your meaning? How are they the wiser for your
instruction? You &ve touched a cord which does not vibrate thro their hearts, or, phrenologically,
addressed an organ they do not possess, except in a very moderate degree, at least. Food must be
seasoned to the palates of those who use it. Milk is for babes and strong fmeanen. Our
instruction must be suited to the capacities of those we would benefit, always elevated just far
enough above them to attract them along the upward course of improvement.

But it should be remembered that evils will only result from a desiafrom truth, and that we can
never be justified in doing wrong because others have, or for the sake of meeting them half way.
And yet this very course is adopted in teaching, and children are learned to adopt certain technical
rules in grammar, not becae they aretrue, but because they areonvenientin fact, it is said by
some, that language is an arbitrary affair altogether, and is only to be taught and learned
mechanically! But who would teach children thsgven times sevene fifty, and nine time ninea
hundred and assign as a reason for so doing, fifgt and ahundredare more easily remembered

than forty-nineand eighty-one? Yet there would be as much propriety in adopting such a principle in
mathematics, as in teaching for a rulegghmmar that when an objective case comes after a verb, it

is active; but when there is none expressed, it is intransitive or neuter.

The great fault is, grammarians do not allow themselvethink on the subject of language, or if
they do, they only thik intransitively, that is, produce rthoughtsby their cogitations.

This brings us to a more direct consideration of the subject before us. All admit the correctness of
the axiom that every effect must have a cause, and that every cause will have an lefeequally

true that "like causes will produce like effefta rule from which nature itself, and thought, and
language, can never deviate. It is as plain as that two things mutually equal to each other, are equal
to a third. On this immutable primgle we base our theory of the activity of all verbs, and contend
that they must have an object after them, either expressedecessarily understoodVe can not

yield this position till it is proved thatausesan operate without producing effects, whican never

be till the order of creation is reversed! There never was, to our knowledge, such a thing as an
intransitive action, with the solitary exception of the burning bush.[13] In that case the laws of
nature were suspended, and no effects were proed; for the bush burned, but there was nothing
burnt; no consequences followed to the bush; it was not consumed. The records of the past present
no instance of like character, where effects have failed to follow, direct or more distantly, every
cause whib has been set in operation.

It makes no difference whether the object of the action is expressed or not. It is the same in either
case. But where it is not necessarily implied from the nature and fithess of things, it must be
expressed, and but for suclbject or effect the action could not be understood. For examiptan;

but if there is no effect producedhothingrun, how can it be known whether | run or not. If | write, it

is necessarily understood that | writeomethingq a letter, a book a piece of poetry, a
communicationor some othemriting. When such object is not liable to be mistaken, it would be
superfluous to express ¢ it would be a redundancy which should be avoided by all good writers
and speakers. All languages are, in this respactie or less eliptical, which constitutes no small
share of their beauty, power, and elegance.
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This elipsis may be observed not only in regard to the objects of verbs, but in the omission of many
nouns after adjectives, which thus assume the characteohs; as, the Almighty, the Eternal, the
Allwise, applied to God, understood. So we say the wise, the learned, the good, the faithful, the
wicked, the vile, the base, to which, if nouns, it would sound rather harsh to apply plurals. So we say,
take your haoff (); put your gloves on (); lay your coat off (); and pull your boots on (); presuming
the person so addressed knows enough to fill the elipsis, and not take his hat off his back, pull his
gloves on his feet, or his boots on his head.

In pursuinghis subject farther, let us examine the sample words which are cadteahsitiveverbs,
because frequently used without the object expressed after them; such as run, walk, step, fly, rain,
snow, burn, roll, shine, smiles, &c.

"l run."

That here is an dion of the first kind, none will deny. But it is contended by the old systems that
there is no object on which the action terminates. If that be true then therethingrun, no effect
produced, and the first law of nature is outraged, in the very orfegtthere is aause but noeffect

an action, but noobject How is the fact? Have you run nothing? conveyed nothing, moved nothing
from one place to another? no change, no effect, nothing moved? Look at it and decide. It is said
that a neuter or intrasitive verb may be known from the fact that it takes after it a preposition. Try

it by this rule. "A man ruagainsta post in a dark night, and broke his neck;" that is, he run nothing
against a post no object to run¢ and yet he broke his neck. Unfartate man!

The fact in relation to this verb is briefly this: It is used to express the action which more usually
terminates on the actor, than on any other object. This circumstance being generally known, it
would be superfluous to mention the object, ext in cases where such is not the fact. But
whenever we desire to be definite, or when there is the least liability to mistake the object, it is
invariably expressed. Instances of this kind are numerous. "fidrethe boatashore." "The captain

ran hismen to rescue them from the enemy." "Thegn the gauntlet” "Theyrun a stageto Boston."

"He ran himselfinto discredit." "One bankunsanother.” "The man had a hamin of it." "Runthe
accountover, and see if it is right." "They run forty loorasd twothousand spindles." "Heuns his

mill evenings." Such expressions are common and correct, because they convey ideas, and are
understood.

Two men were engaged in argument. The believer in intransitive verbs set oun tois opponent
into an evident absurdity, and, contrary to his expectation,r&e himselfinto one. Leave out the
objects of this verb, run, and the sense is totally changed. He set suhfiato anevident absurdity
and he ran into one; that is, he did the very atzsthing which he intended to do.[14]

"l walk."

The action expressed by this verb is very similar in character to the former, but istveerin
performance. Writers on health tell us th&d walkis a very healthy exercise, and that it would be
well for men of sedentary habit® walkseveral miles every day. But if there is no action in walk, or
if it has noobjectnecessarilyalked it would be difficult to understand what good could resultrfro

it.

"Did you have a pleasamtalk this morning?" says a teacher to his grammar class.
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"We did have a very pleasant one. The flowers wale@mingon each side of thevalk, andsent
forth their sweetest aromaperfumingthe soft breezes of the morning.rB8s wereflitting from spray
to spray,carolling their hymns of praise to Deity. The tranquil waters of the lakeslaynberingin
silence, andeflectedthe bright rays of the sun,giving a sweet but solemraspectto the whole
scene.To gothro the grove,down by the lake, and up thro the meadow, is the most delightfaik
a person can take."

"How did you get youwalk?"
"We walked it, to be sure; how did you think we got it?"

"Oh, | did not knowWalk your books tell you, is an intransitive verb, terating on no object; so |
supposed, if you followed them, you obtained it some other wayidtipg, running sailing, or, may
be, boughtit, as you could not haweralked it Were you tired on your return?"

"We were exceedingly fatigued, for you know iaisery longvalk, and wewalked itin an hour."

"But whattired you? If there are no effects produced by walking, | can not conceiveyatnshould
be fatigued by such exercise."

Who does not perceive what flagrant violations of grammar rules are commétedly day, and
every hour, and in almost every sentence that is framed to express our knowledge of facts.

To step.

This verb is the same in character with the two just noticed. It expresses the i@isiafy each foot
alternately, and usually implies ththe body is, by that means, conveyed from one place to another.
But as peoplesteptheir feetand not their hands, or any thing else, it is entirely useless to mention
the object; for generally, that can not be mistaken any more than in the case ofldkesy boots,

and hat. But it would be bad philosophy to teach children that there is no objective word after it,
because it is not written out and placed before their eyes. They will find such teaching contradicted
at everystepthey take. Let a believen intransitive verbstepon a red hot iron; he will soon find to

his sorrow, that he was mistaken when he thought that he catdégwithout stepping any thing. It
would be well for grammar, as well as many other things, to have more practice anddesg. thhe

thief was detected by his steps. Step softly; put your feet down carefully.

Birds fly.
We learned from our primers, that
"The eagle'dlight Is out of sight,”

How did the eagle succeed in producintiight? | suppose hélewit. And if birds evefly, they must
produce a flight. Such being the fact, it is needless to supply the object. But the action does not
terminate solely on the flight produced, for that is only the name given to the action itself. The
expression conveys to the mind the obw#nfact, that, by strong muscular energy, by the aid of
feathers, and the atmosphere, the bird carries itself thro the air, and changes its being from one
place to another. As birds rarely fly a race, or any thingfeemselveand aflight, it is not neessary

to suffix the object.

It rains.
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This verb is insisted on as the strongest proof of intransitive action; with what propriety, we will now
inquire. It will serve as a clear elucidation of the whole theory of intransitive verbs.

What does the expressiosignify? It simply declares the fact, thamter is sheddown from the
clouds. But is there no object afteatins? There is none expressed. Is there nothing rained? no effect
produced? If not, there can be no water fallen, and our cisterns would be ps/eour streams as

low, and fields as parched, after a rain as before it! But who that has common sense, and has never
been blinded by the false rules of grammar, does not know that whegins, it never fails taain

rain, water, or rain-water, unless you have one of the paddy's dry rains? When it hails, ithzaljs
hail-stonesor frozenrain. When it snows, isnows snowsometimes two feet of it, sometimes less. |
should think teachers in our northern countries would find it exceedinficdif to convince their
readers that snow is an intransitive vegldhat it snowsnothing And yet so it is; people will remain
wedded to their old systems, and refuse to open their eyes and behold the evidences every where
around them. Teachers themsebjethe guides of the youngand | blush to say it, for | was long
among the numberk have, with their scholars, labored all the morning, breaking roalsyelling

snhow and clearing paths, to get to the schdwluse, and then set down and taught them tha
snowis anintransitive verb. What nonsense; nay, worse, what falsehoods have been instilled into
the youthful mind in the name of grammar! Can we be surprised that people have not understood
grammar? that it is a dry, cold, and lifeless business?

I once lectured in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. In a conversation with Miss B., a distinguished scholar, who
had taught a popular female school for twenty years; was remarking upon the subject of intransitive
verbs, and the apparent inconsistency of the new systerat &l verbs must have an object after
them, expressed or understood; she said, "there was the vairh (it happened to be a rainy day,)

the whole action is confined to the agent; it does not pass on to another object; it is purely
intransitive." Her age mother, who had never looked into a grammar book, heard the conversation,
and very bluntly remarked, "Why, you fool you, | want to know if you have studied grammar these
thirty years, and taught it more than twenty, and have nelanedthat when it rans italwaysrains

rain? If it didn't, do you s'pose you'd need an umbrella to go out now into the storm? | should think
you'd know better. | always told you these plaguy grammars were good for nothing, | didn't b'lieve."
"Amen," said I, to the good senséthe old lady, "you are right, and have reason to be thankful that
you have never been initiated into the intricate windings, nor been perplexed with the false and
contradictory rules, which have blasted many bright geniuses in their earliest attemgtsria true
knowledge of the sublime principles of language, on which depends so much of the happiness of
human life." The good matron's remark was a poser to the daughter, but it served as a means of her
entire deliverance from the thraldom of neuter &, and the adoption of the new principles of the
exposition of language.

The anecdote shows us how the unsophisticated mind will observe facts, and employ words as
correctly, if not more so, than those schooled in the high pretensions of science, falsght. Who

does not know from the commonest experience, that the direct objecaofing must follow as the
necessary sequence? that it can never fail? And yet our philologists tell us that such is not always the
case; and that the exception is to be rkad on the singular ground, whether the word is written out

or omitted! What a narrow view of the sublime laws of motion! What a limited knowledge of things!

or else, what anistake

"Then the Lord said unto Moses, behold, | vélh bread for you from haven."
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"Then theLord raineddown, upon Sodom and Gomorralsimstoneand fire, from the Lord out of
heaven."¢ Bible.

The fire burns.

The fireburnsthe wood, the coal, or the peat. The great fire in Newk burnedthe buildings which
covered fiftytwo acres of ground. Mr. Experimemurns coal in preference to wood. His new grate
burns itvery finely. Red ash coblUrnsthe best; itmakes the fewesishes and henceés the most
convenient. The codburnstoo much fuel. The house took fire dmarnedup. Burned whatup? Burn

is an intransitive verb. It would not trouble the unfortunate tenant to know that there mustidpecan
burned, or whatit was. He would find it far more difficult to rebuild h®use Do you suppose fires
never burn any thing belgimg to neuter verb folks? Then they never need pay away insurance money.
With the solitary exception | have mentioriethe burning bush this verb can not be intransitive.

The sun shines.

This is an intransitive verb if there ever was one, because the object is not often expressed after it. But if
the suremitsnoraysof light, how shall it be known whether it shines or not? "fettktanceof the sun's

bright beaming" is produced by thghbition of itself, when itbrightensthe objects exposed to itsys
orradiance We talk ofsun shineand moon shine, but if these bodies never prodffeetshow shall it

be known whether such things are re@ifh shinas the direct effect of the surshining But clouds
sometimes intervene and prevent the rays from extending to the eattierbwe do not say "the sun

shines" You see at once, that all we know or can know of the fact we state as truth, is derived from a
knowledge of the vergffectswhich our grammars tell us do not exist. Strange logic indeed! It is a mark

of a wiser man, and a better scholar, not to know the popular grammars, than it is to profess any degree
of proficiency in them!

To smile.

The smilesof the morning, thesmilesof affection, asmile of kindness, are only produced by the
appearance of something tisatilesupon usSmilesare the direct consequencesatfiling If a person
shouldsmile ever sosweetlyand yet present nemiles they might, for aught we could know the
contrary, besouras vinegar.

But this verb frequently has another object after it; assrtidethe wrinklesfrom the brow of age," or
"smiledull caresaway." "A sensible wife would soaeasonandsmile himinto good nature."

But | need not muiply examples. When such men as Johnson, Walker, Webster, Murray, Lowthe, and
a host of other wise and renowned men, gravely tell usetianddrink, which they define, "to take

food; to feed to take a meako go to meals; to be maintained in fotal;swallow liquorsto quench

thirst; to take any liquid;" arentransitiveor neuter verbs, having no objects after them, we must think
them insincere, egregiously mistaken, or else possessed of a means of subsistence different from people
generally! Did tleyeatanddrink, "take food and swallow liquorgritransitively; that is, withoutating

or drinkingany thing? Is it possible in the nature of things? Who does not see the absurdity? And yet
they weregreatmen, and nobody has a right to question $ughauthority. And the Simplifiers who

have come after, making books and teaching gramneartttheir bread have followed close in their
footsteps, and, | suppossgtennothing, and thrown their bread away! Was | a believer in neuter verbs
and desied to get money, my first step would be to set up a boarding house for all believers in, and
practisersof, intransitive verbs. | would board cheap and give good fare. | could afford it, for no
provisions would be consumed.
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Some over cautious minds, wheealways second, if not last, in a good cause, ask us why these
principles, if so true and clear, were not found out before? Why have not the learned who have studied
for many centuries, never seen and adopted them? It is a sufficient answer to sutitbrg tpuask why

the copernican system of astronomy was not sooner adopted, why the principles of chemistry, the
circulation of the blood, the power and application of steam, nay, why all improvement was not known
before. When grammar and dictionary makérese wise expounders of the principles of speech, have

so far forgotten facts as to teach tleatt and drink, "express neither action nor passion," or are
"confined to the agents;" that when a man eats, he eats nothing, or when he drinks, he diirgksveoth

need not stop long to decide why these things were unknown before. The wisest may sometimes
mistake; and the proud aspirant for success, frequently passes over, unobserved, the humble means on
which all true success depends.

Allow me to quote sommiscellaneous examples which will serve to show more clearly the importance
of supplying the elipses, in order to comprehend the meaning of the writers, or profit by their remarks.
You will supply the objects correctly from the attendant circumstances\hey are not expressed.

"Ask () and ye shall receive (); seek () and ye shall find (); knock (i} ahdll be opened unto you."

Askwhat? Seekvhat? Knockwhat? Thatit may be opened? Our "Grammars Made Easy" would teach
us toaskandseeknothing no objectives after them. What then could we reasonably expestdive
orfind? Thething we askedfor, of course, and that was nothing! Well might the language apply to such,
"Ye ask () andeceive not(naught) because ye ask () amiss." False tiegéhas pernicious to religion
and morals as to science.

"Charge them that are rich in this worldhat theydo good that they be rich in good works, ready to
distribute ( ), willing to communicate( )." 1 Paul to Timothy.

The hearer is to observe thiere is no object after these wordsnothing distributed, or
communicated! There is too much such charity in the world.

"He spoke (), anit was done; he commanded (), atnstood fast."

"Blesy ), andcurse( ) not."T Bible.

"Strike( ) while theiron is hot."i Proverb.

"I came( ), I saw( ), I conquered( )." i Caesar's Letter.

He lives () contented and happy.

"The life that | nowlive, in the flesh, live by the faith of the son of Godi"Paul.
"Let medie thedeathof the righteous, and let my laestd belike his."i Numbers.

As bodily exercise particularly strengthens (), as it invites () to sleep (), and secures () against great
disorders, it is to be generally encouraged. Gymnastic exercises may be estdbtistti ages and for

all classes. The Jews were orderethke a walkout of the city on the Sabbath day; and here rich and
poor, young and old, master and slave, met ( ) and indulged (') in innocent mirth or in the pleasures of
friendly intercoursel Spurzheim on Education.

"Men will wrangle () for religion; write () for it; fight () for it; die () for it; any thing but live () for
it." ¢ Lacon.
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